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wto families, reveled in voluptuousness and| reference to the reports gone abroad, calummni-

cfime, and led the youth that he had influence{jating the character of Pres. Joseph Smith.
over to tread in his unhallowed steps;—he pro-||Gen. Wilson Law then rose and presented the
fessed to fear God, yet did he  desecrate hisl| following resolution. | |
name, and prestitute his authority to the most|| Resolved—That, having heara that John C.
unhellowed and diabolical purpeses; even to the|| Bennett was circulating many base falsehoods
seduction of the ?iﬂuuug, and the defiling of his |} respecting a number of the citizens of Nauvou,
neighbor’s bed. e professed indignation|{ and especially against our worthy and respee-
against Missouri saying, ““my hand shall avenge|l ted Mayor, Jeseph Smith, we do hereby mani-
the blood of the innocent;” yet now he callsji fost to the world that so far as we are acquain-
upon Missouri to come out against the Saints,}i ted with Joseph Smith we know him to ve a
aud he *“will lead them on to glory and to vic-§ good, moral, virtuous, peaceable and patriotie
tory.” man, and a firm supporter of law, justice and
It may be asked why it was that we would Jequal rights; thathe at all times upholds and
countenance him so long after Leing appriscd|f keeps inviolate the constitution of this State and
of his iniquities, and why he was not declt with #f of the United States.
long ago. To this we would answer, that he“ A vote was then ecalled and the resolution
has been dezlt with from time to time; whfnl‘adgpted h}r a larga concourse of citizens, num~
he would acknowledge his iniquity, ask andl bering somewhero about a thousand men. Two
pray for forgiveness, beg that he might not bejl or three, voted in the negative. :
exposed, on account of his motber, and other Elder Orson Pratt then rose and spoke at
reasors, saying, heshould be ruined and un-§ some length in explanation of his negative vote.
Jone. He frequently wept like a_child, aud, Pres. Joseph Smith epoke in reply—
begoed like a culprit for forgiveness, at the Question 1o Elder Pratt, ‘Have you person+
same time promising before Ged and angels tojf ally a knowledge of any immoral act in me %0-
amend hislife,if he could be forgiven. e was|| ward the female sex, or in any other way1” An-
in this way borne with fiom time to time. untilj{ swer, by Elder O. Pratt, ‘Personally, toward
forbearance was no longer a virtue, ;1:1:1 then | the female sex, I have not.’
the first Presidency, the Twelve, and the Bich=l] Elder O. Pratt responded at somelength. El-
ops withdrew their fellowship from him, as pub=<|l der B. Young then spoke in reply, and was
lished in the 16th number of this paper. Thel| foilowed by Elders Wm. Law H. C. Kimball
church afterwards publicly withdiew their fel-}l and Pres. H. Smith. Several others spols
Jowship from him, and his character was pub-if bearing testimony of the iniquity of those whpo
lished in the 17th number of this paper; sincell had calumniated Pres. J. Smith’s character.
that time he has published that the conduct of|] Meeting adjourned for one hour.
the Saints was bad—that Joseph Smith and ma-{} * P. M. Meeting assembled pursuant to ad-

ay others were adulterers, murderers, &c.—|l journment and was called to order by the chaim
that there was a secret band of men that would i man.

kill people, &c. calied Danites—that he was in A petition was then received !‘rnm. a comm-
duress when he gave his affidavit, and testified || mittee appointed by the city c?uncll for the re-
that Joseph Smith wasa virtuous mas—that we %pt'!nn, approbation, nntl_ signatures of thwe
believed in and practiced polygamy-—that we citizens generally, petitioning the Goven:'mr of
believed in secret murders, and aimed to de-|| Illinois for protection in our peaceable righta,
stroy the government. &e. &e. Ashe has made|| which was read approved, and signed bJ:; 8,00
his statements very public, and industriously || persons. ORSON SPENCER ESQ.,Chairman.
circulated them through the country, we shall]] Gusravus IHiLts, Clerk. hs y

eontent ourselves with answering his base false- 'I_‘ITE “]:'ﬂd‘“ Relief Society,” also dm‘:az?!
hoods and misrepresentations, without gi?ingq PE““E‘“ EI_E“Ed bfiﬂb"“t one ﬂfﬂuﬂﬂ_ : \es
publicity to them, asthe public are generally speaking in the highest terms of the virtue,

acquainted with them already. E. D philanthrophy, and benevolence of Joseph
R Rl Smith; begging that he might not be injured,

At a meeting of the citizens of the city of{f and that they and their families might_haﬂ
Nauveo held in s:_tid city at the meecting ground, the privilege of enjoying their peaceable rights.

July 22d 1842. A petition was also drawn up by many citizens
Orson Spencer Esq. was called to the chair, || in, and near Nauvoo, who were not Mnrﬂmnq
and Gustavus Hills was appointed clerk. setting forth the same things.

The meeting was ca‘IIad to order by t:ha chair- AFFIDAVIT OF THE CITY COUNCIL.
dan,who stated the object of the mecting to be We the undersigned, members of the ciry

©obtain an expression of the public mind inll ;oyneil of the City of Nauvoo, testify -that

g - _.—l.._h\h .y L:
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John C. Bennett was not under duress at the
time that he testified before the city council
May 19th 1842 concerning Joseph Smith’s in-
nocence, virtue, and pure teaching—his state-
ments that he has lately made concerning this
matter are false,—there was no excitement at
the time, nor was he in anywise threatened
menaced or intimidated, his appearance at the
city council was voluntary, he asked the privi-
lege of speaking, which was granted, after
speaking for some time on the city affairs, Jo-
seph Smith asked him if he knew any thing bad
concerning his publie, or private character; he
then delivered those statements contained in
the testimony voluntarilv, and of his own
free will, and went of his own accord as free
ae any member of the council.

We do further testify that there is no such
thing as a Danite Society in this city nor any
combination, other than the Masonic Lodge,
of which we have any knowledge.

WILSON LAW, GEO. A, SMITH,
JOHN TAYLOR, GEO W. HARRIS,
W. WOODRUFF, N. K. WHITNEY,
VINSON KNIGHT, BRIGHAM, YOUNG,
H. C. KIMBALL, CHARLES C, RICH,
JOHN P. GREEN, ORSON SPENCER,
WILLIAM MARKS,

Subscribed, and sworn to, by the persons
whose names appear to the foregoing affidavit,
this 20th day of July, A. D, 1842; except
N. K. Whitney, who subscribed and affirmed
to the foregoing this day, before me

DANIEL H. WELLS,

Justice of the Peace, within and for Han-

cock County, Illinois.

AFFIDAVIT OF HYRUM SMITH.

On the seventeenth day of may, 1842,
having been made acquuinted with some
of the conduct of John C. Bennett, which
was given in testimony under oath be-
fore Alderman G. W. Harris, by sev-
eral females, who testified that John C.
Bennett endeavored to seduce them and
accomplished his designs by saying it
was right; that it was one of the inys-
teries of God, which was to be re-
vealed when the people was strong
enough in the faith to bear such mys-
teries—that it was perfectly right to have
illicit intercovrse with females, providing
no one knew it but themselves, vehe-
mently trying them from day to day, to
yield to his passions, bringing witnesses of
his own clan to testify that their was such
revelations and such commandments, and
that it was of God; also stati that he

would be responsible for their sius, if their

T i

|

was any; and that he would give them
medicine to produce abortions, providing
they should become pregnant. One of
these witnesses, a married woman that
| he attended upon in his professional ca-
pacity, whilst she was sick, stated that
|he made proposals to her of a similar
nature; he told her that he wished her
husband was dead, and that if he was
dead he would marry her and clear out
out with her; he also begged her per-
| «' g . -

m:ssmn to give him medicine to that
| effect; he did try to give him medicine,
but he would not take it—on interogat-
ing her what she thought of such teach-
ing, she replied,she was sick at the time,
and had to be lifted in anéd out of her
bed like a child. Many other acts as
criminal were reported to me at the
time. On becoming acquainted with
these facts, I was determined to prose-
cute him, and bring him to justice.—
Some person knowing my determin-
tion, having informed him of it, he
sent to me Wm. Law and Brigham
Young, to request an interview with me
and to see if their could not be a recon-
ciliation made. I told them I thought
there could not be, his crimes were so
henious; but told them I was willing
to see him; he immediately came to see
me; he begged on me to forgive him,
this once, and not prosecute him and
iexpose him, he said he was guilty, and
did acknowledge the crimes that were
alleged against him; he seemed to be
sorry that he had committed such acts,
and wept much, and desired that it might
not be made public, for it would ruin
him forever; he wished me to wait; but
I was determined to bring him to jus.
tice, and declined listening to his en-
treaties; he then wished me to wait un-
til he could have an intervizw with the
masonic fraternity; he also wanted an
interview with Br. Joseph; he wished
to know of me, if I would forgive him,
‘and desist from my intentions, if he could
obtain their forgiveness; and requested
the privilege of an interview immedi-
ately* 1 granted “him that privilege as
[ was acting as master pro. tem. at that
ume; he also wishedan interview first
with Br. Joseph; at that time Brother
Joseph was crossing the vard from
the house to the store, he immediately
come to the store and met Dr. Bennelt
on the way; he reached out his hand to
Br. Joseph and said, will you forgive
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