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HOW CLARENCE BELNAPDIED.

Sheriff Belnap Tells the Story of the
Accident,

No word has been published of the
manner of the death of Clarence RBel-
nap, the Z0-year-old son of Wni. Del-
napof Hooper, who was reported acct-
dentally killed in Wyomilng last Fri-
day. .

Today Sherlff Belnap, who returned
this morning from the funeral, told the
story ag follows;

“Betnap had charge of a herd of
sheep owned by a Mr. Gartside, and
assisting him was Leo Turpie, a boy ot
21. Ther had & Winchester rifle in the
wagon at'¢amp, and young Belnap took
the rifle and shot behind a dog, some
distance away, reloading the gon and
placing it again in the wagon. A mo-
ment* later he called to Turple, ‘Give
me the gun, I think there is something
after the sheep.’ Turple picked up the
gun and Just as he handed it over, it
was discharged, the bullet entering
young DBelnap’s chest just above the
left nipple. The supposition is that the
rifle was cocked when It was replaced
In the wagon, and that young Turpis
strick the side of the wagon box and
the jar discharged it

Belnap stated to Garside before dy-
Ing, that it was an accident, but that
he coulda't tell how it happened. He
llved nearly twenty-four hours cafler
he was shot. The bullet’s course was
downward, and passed out of his b{}d}'
four inches below the llne where {t
tered, and imbedded itsell in one nf
horses,

The coroner’s jury brought in a ver-
dict of accidental death.”




