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Akin weare plenséd to lay he-
fore our readers a few abstracts
from private letters written by Fi-
ders of the Chureli of Jeaus Ghrist
of Latter-duy Saints from their re-
apective fields of mintury. We
fitet have u letter from

LLIMIL PRANGIS GIBTLONS

who, at present, is laboring on 2
mizsion 6 Legland, He writes to
hiz wife in Ogden, from  New
Bromptan, near Chatham, INent,
under dute of Jan, 12¢h, e is
glad ty state not only that hLo hime
self i+ in the cujoyment of good
healtls, but alao that through lis
adininistering in the onliuance of
the Lord and by His blessings one of
tho eistérs who had been suffering
mitch from an affliction in Lier limbs
haa been restured to health and hap-
piness. This core through faith
proved to the paticot the power  of
the Gespel to which Elder Gibbons
testified an i prepuared hento receive
the sacred ordinauce of baptizm to
ciiter the divinely appoiuted road
to galvation.

From Kent, Isdder Gibbons was
next bound to ISssex, ,

LLDER G. 1, BELNAYP |

reports Trom Lake Hurold, Meeker
county, Minnesots, under date of:
Feb, 8, 1882, [Ile was in the en-:
joyment of good health, and in the

best of spirits feeling to press en in

the good fight of subduing error

and establishing truth and right.

cousness-up in those northern re-
gions. At the time of his  writing
that part of {he couniry wns expe-
riencing the full rigors of a north-
ern winter, 1°rom the first of De-

cember to that dato the thermoms-

etea had stood from thirty-four to 39
degreeabeluw zero,the #now in un.
| sheltered parts covering the ground
to a depth of twelve to fourteen
feet.

In his Iabors among the people
Elder Belnap finds that they care
little for religion of any kind and he
realizes great difficulty in trying to
overcome the current of infidelity
and skepticism. Even the topo-
graphical arrangements of the coun-
try add to the arduousness of hia la-
bors, ‘The State iz Inid off int town-
ships six moiles equare, only from one
to three schoolhouses in the town.
ship, and it isoften the case that the
Elder has to pass by three or four
before he gets permission to held a
meeting in one, ‘Thus it takes zll
day to travel and a good deal of the
night to talk te the.people-—~how
much time ean there be spared for
study in the Bible and other inspired
works? ~

lence Elder Belnrp wishes to
enjoin upon all hig young friends at
home the necessity of closely and
attentively studying the Seriptures
and all the doctrines of the Goaspel,
the history of the Chureh, cte., at
home, lest when they are called on
roissions they may be found like the
five foolish yirgins---without uil in
their lamps. ‘This good work of
learning the things of God aud
everything pertaining to the plan of
salvation can best be done by and
in the Mutual Improvement Associ-
ations, whose industrions and faith-
ful attendaneeis of great importance
to the young men of Israel. -

LLDLER W, N, FIPLL.

{ sends word from his present  loca-
tion in Onk Grove,Cochise County,
A, I, under date of Feb. G, 1883.
He writes that the winter down
there, so far, ing been fine, with
considerablesnow in the mountains,
which promiscs well for the agricul-
turist, who depends so much on jv-
rigation, The grassisalready com-
ing up green and thick) Elder
Fifo has also planted grape roots,
70 of which he received in good
condition from Ohio, Ile will set
out peach, pear and apple trees,
gooseberriesand currants, Lettuce
and radishes are vp and looking :
fine. 'Yhe writer thinks Oliver:
chilled plows the best adapted
to the soil in that regiomn,

Elder I'ife’s family, some time
ago, had a pleasant visit from DBros.
Lrastus Snow, Thatcher, Layton,
Martineau, IKimball, Hill, and
others, who spoke favorably of the
location and improvements. ‘They
were also visited by the DBunker
families from Sau Pedro, who were
all taken vp with the leoks and sur-
roundings of Qak Grove, and de-
cided to loeate in the neighborhood
where they will find good water and
about 500 aecres of fine farming
land and plenty of oak timber, ete.

“There is a fine country here,”
says the writer; “awaiting only de-
velopment. | Iih o few vears it will
be ail settleh, atd now is the time
to make the move to take up land,
What few people have Tocated liere
aro very kind-hearted. Qur folks
like the place the beiter the longer
we live here.  One thing we enioy
in full measure: fine health, and we
will soon have the society of our
frienda which will add much to our
comfort, and with the blessings of
‘the Almighty upon the land and
the faithiulness of the people, we
will be able to raise an abundance
for man and for beast.”

As to the Indians, whose trouble-
some presence has leretofure been
the only cause of preventing or re-
tarding the settlement of the coun-
try the writer znys they are at pres-
ent quiet, General Grook is en-
deavoring to induce them to culti.
vate the soil and make themaelves
self-sustaining, Ilehasa oreat in.
fluence over the Apaches and itis to

be hoped he will'succeed in his eft
forta.
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