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FPIETILTII SEMI-ANNUAL CON-

FEREXNCE
day Suainis,
FIFTH DAY,

Soxnay, Uct. 10, 1380, 10 a. m,
The congregalion was called to
order by President John Taylor,and
the clioir sang the hymn “Tho worn~
ing breaks, the shadowa fiee,” Prayer
was offered by Elder Edward Iar-
tridge, and the hymn, “Arise, ibe

glorions Zion” was sung,

APOSTLE (RSOX
was Lhe first speaker,

PRATT
Ha intended

taspeak on the divine authority of

the priesthood. We have in this
Church eeveral thousand male mem-
bers who hold authorily and power
which we say iz from heaven., If it
be froms heaven, then the Lord lhas
manifested I[is mercy in once moro
bestowing the great power on man.
Bat ifon the other hand, it be not
from heaven, as our enemies say, we
arp on the same platform as the world
with its various denominalions and
socalled religious, woare as well off
a3 the halance. We aronot indebted
to man for the authority we possess,
man iz rot the origin of this world.
God hias es ablished it and he Jdid not
do it all at once. Aulhority of some
kind was hestowed Lefore thera was
shy ciurcly, it was so in the finding
of the golden plates anid the transla.
tion of tha records, This did not
confer the priesthood on Josaph
Smith, buat it was o portion of divine
suthority. Joseph held not Ltho priest-
hood of fleshly ordination when he
brought foril: the Book of Mormon,
but he held u priesthood conferred
upon him long before the foundation
ot the world., We have also learned
| that all thie faithful have had this con-
fecred upon them befure the worldwas
made; of thisawe learn in tho Fear!
Great Price, where it speaks of the
noble ones chosen by the Lord Lefore
the world was. Abraham was atnong
'that number, and all the Ligh priests
who lived from Adam down to the
flood. ‘The ordinance of the priest-
hood was without a beginning and
an end; it is being handed down from
all azes, We hhave reacd in the reve-
lation given on the 22d of Sept., 1832,
that without the ordination of the
priesthood none can ses the faco of
the Lord aud live, In the spring of
1820 the Doy Joseph ealled on the
Lord and he had a Leavenly vision
secing the glory of the light of Go
descending upon him from [leaven
which took hint high up, so that he
belield the Father and Son and beard
the words of Lthe mouth of the Fath»
er. Joseph coald seevhis vision and
live, becau-o he had been ordained
w the priesthiood of endless life be-
fore tlre worlds were made. 1ie had
Len ordained and set apart to intro-
duee tho great and glorious work of
the preparation for the coming of
the Son of Man. After a while, the
prophet had the priesthood recons
firmed upon bim, on May 15th, 1820,
by Veier, Jamos and John, and he
recelved tho keyr of Lhe Aaronie
priesthood and the suthority to ad-
wintster to all the sacred ordinances
of thie kingdom, 'The Lord saw pro-
per, after, to bulld little by little one
portion of ithe priesthood afler the
other. In June, 1829 lLe called
iwelve men to bo Apostles, Aboul
this body and iis callings we knew
nothing except wha' the Lord re
vealed through his servanf Joseph.
some of tha Twelve fell nway, others
relained their standing, After this,
Seventies were ordainod to work un-
der the direction of the Twelve.
Many werp called, a few of them
wers unfaithful and eventually slid
out of tha Courch. OF their duties
we wore jzuorant at the time until
the Lord revenled it and set oul their
duties, pointingoul the way in which
they were Lo Le organized. llo also
revenled the principles of their presi-
dency. All wusnot revealed at once
us we were fittle children and could
not Dear i€, The lLord gives us
knowledgze little by litile, precept
upon precepl, juat oy wite parents
give their childien the education bﬂ
degrecs. Byand by, after the Chure
was organized, the Lord saw fit to
install Eiahupﬂ to take proper care of
the property, when, on Juno 2,
1831, o revealed at & general cone
terence I{is will that they should flee
rom the stale of New York and go
to Kirtlavd, Olie, 1o escape tho
wicked plottings of the ungodly.
Then Lhere were men fel apart fo
take care of Ltha property, sodthat the
cople could leave without incaa.
rance, The Lord deals with the
people sccording to 1lis own pleas-
ure, and so after the Baints had coma
(o Kirtland, Edward Partridge was
ordamed » bishop, At that fime
there were no high priests exists
ing in the Church, and therefore
Bishop Parfridge waz bidden (Fob. 4,
1831) t.o ¢hioao his assistants or coun~
sclors from among the Elders. On
Apr. Olh, 1830, ihere wag nothing
sald about higﬁpri&sts, neither sbout
Lishops; the two paragraphs referring
ta such offices fn the revelation of
the above date, were afterwards ad-
ded by thaPropbet Joseph, to make
the revelation niore full and compre
hensive. Afterwardsihe hiEh prieat:
hood was instituled after the orider
of the Sonof God, bishop Dartridge
had his many duties assigned 1o him
in Kirtland and after i Jackszon
Co., Missouri. The n{;eaker here gavo
a hislorical skeich of the foumding of
tha Colesyillo branch, southweat of
Kirtland, abowing the Lord's deal«
ings with His people. In the latcer
art of summer 1831 Bishop Partridge
1ad further revelations, in regard to
dividing the land he had been direct
el tn purchase for the Church, vnder
the law of consecration, We gee a
great differenco Lotween ihe daties
assigned lo Hishop Parfridge and
thoste iroposed on our presost wand
Lishops. Not long after Newell K,
Whilpey was also appointed a bishop,
Bishoo Partridge having the general
jurisdiction over Mirsouri, Ilinois
and Indians, whilo Bishop Whitney
had jutiarlictfnn itr the eastcrn coun
trigs, Ohio, Pennsylvania and New
York. Thay wera hoth general, but
not preaiding bishops. The Jord gave
s reovciation, aftey the expulion
of the Saints from  AMivewuri
wharein Vincent Xnight and othera
were nm‘minmd prestding L. hn
| Aflor Bishep Partridge’s desth, Bl
L der biillard was ardataed in L p’f&m
8 general bishop, to atlandd to the
poor and needy. By and by it be-
camo necessary 1o linve Joeal bishopa
here and thers, to be bishops of
wardys, ‘Thua we have thres distinet
{ callings of Fishops, each with ite
own duties and privileges circdu-
geribed., Atpre-ent wo hayvoe nogoea.
eral bLisho rPu {n the Church, as far
a2 he speaker's knowledge gosd, 1n
every stake of Zion wo find whatia
ealled a bishop's agend, whose duly
it i3 Lo atlenu] to the temporal nifiirs,
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Of the Church of Jesus Chrint of Latier

gf | the various orgasnisstions-obilh

t Woodrull as his assisfant,
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wherein liis jurisdietlon éxfendsover
that ol local Lishope,
thus ordained and ordered all things
pertaining to s Kinpgdowm . The
City of Zion, when it will ko builtin
Jackson County, will n=t bo n stake,
Lbut Lthe hoadquariers, the centler ol
the Kmgdom where Clirist will reign
in is plory. Weare swelling and
increasing )
and our stakes will be more numer-
our, ocur cirds lengilhened. The
speaker prophesied that the lime
will come when Lhe Lord will so
manifest His power, that all those
who will not believe 1n the Booak of
Mormon shall be cut off from amumg
the people. Zion will’ ghine forth
in the might and glory of (e Lord
and the pesple who  have been
left alter the preat destruction will
acknowledge the Lord and {lispecple
Hence, as weand our worklea grow.
ing, wo require addiliondl powers
and ollices to do juatice to-ihe in-
creasing reapunslhllitj;es, g the or.
sanization of the First Premdency,
soon after the Chureh woz established,
the Lord showed 1112 will with regard
to the order ©f gavernment. The
Twelve have done their great work
in traveling abroul {o preach
goupel and alsn of eetting all things
in order. They have ncled-ds a pre-
aiding  council, , a3 the ..syuprenie
autbority in thq gcase of vaganey in
the First Iresidency. 'Thnsthoey did
afler the Propliet Jovepli's'death un
il the Firat Pras dency -day organ-
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a calling sited '(he death of Yresis
dent Young, in 1871. .. [Lhey haye,
Lowever, realiced the lsck of some
one important counsel, the ,council
of the First Presidency. Thoey. huxl.
taken the matter in mniifo adlves i
ment and bad now filled thewwacaney
in the First Pro-ldercy, wlieréby,
thres vacncios in the: Apostle’s
Ouerum oceuarred. 'T'wo tof ﬂ.l#ﬂ'i
Lave Leen filled ahd therthad wil
also be eupplied; lhumnn’m}fﬂti*’ﬁll

Priesthood, fora)e glorg whthd Lord,

i, PRESIDENT JOUN' DAVELOR

then arose to anuodnee that iw the
afternoon the matter.of thscomoleta |
organization of the Church woald ba|
laid before 'tho groeral Confurence,,
for the sanction of ghe people. ’

ATOSTLE GEQ. U «WCANNOXN

indicated the yarious o-itiond wijeh
the diﬁal-gngr;unrul s of thepriest
hood wire expoeled {o ocoupy an {hé
afternoon, for the 'parpoie
on Lhemattier indicnroit iy President
Taylor, ., . : TP *
The serviges weyg brought, o an’
end by an anilem, t
Benediction ‘by Elder Willon]
Wogdrall, oot
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President John!''T iylsr aalte | the
congregatiorny which wa+ thoe -t
nudmerc-uq of 1lis, contervngs, o
order. ‘I'ne chor v thp hymn,
“Oh God, our lml;ﬁl;& ages 1151-.”1
Elder Alber: Carvington invoeked
the Almishty, and the hymn, 40
God the Eternul Father’” wus Jdeliver-
ed by the full choir, |
Elder Qrson Pratt Lheu presentoed
the generalanthoritiesof tlie Clhiurch
o tho voleof the econferenos, The
firsl few voted were taken by quore]
unis, in the following order: lirév the
council of the Twelve; then the pa-
triarchs, presidents of stakes and}
their counselors, and thg high coun-
selors, next the ligh priests, seven-
ties, elders, bishops and their coun-
sclora, prieats, taachers and doasons,
theun the presidents of all the dafier.
eni nuorums and finally the entire
congregation, male and female,
‘Thatollowing authoritics were pres
sented and all of them unanimouss
Iy sustained by the quorums as well
a% by tha entire gongregation: _
John Taylor, president of the
Church of Jesus Chrigl of Tatted-
day Saints, and prophet, 'secr dod |
revelalor, e ]
(en. Q. Cannon, first counc lor, and
Joseph I, Smith, second counselor

te President Taylor, '

Wilford  Woodruff, président
of the ccuncil of the Twelva
Apostles.

The twelve aposiles, or nipe of
them with the counselafe, s tollows!
wero then voled for In the marnner
that the others Liad been: AV.Wdoidn
rull, 1, I'ratt, sen,, C. C. Juich, Lo-
renzo 810w, Hrastus Snow, Franklin

D, Richards, Brighami™ Young, Al
bertCarrington sand Moses Thatcher,
of the Twelve, and John W. Young
and Daniel 11, Wells a3 their couns
eelorg, Tho vote was upqtlim?psiy

in the allirmative,

Francis Marion Lyman wis homi-
naled and seconded for an apostle i’
the Couuncii of the Twelvd. ;The
name went through the same progs
rogs of voting, with aresult similae t¢f
tha others, vres bR
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The Lbrd x|

n numbers aml power|

ithe |

izsd, Thef have again ncted insuch:

L

nl?ﬁ[fanrt @ necesdity oF havini' the Fitst

.\ higro

mﬂngﬂﬂared an ‘unequaled sense of duty

1 loved

{ [name of Jesus Christ,

Grant, and clozed wi' h an impreasive
exhortation to the Siints to remnin
steadlust nnd firm in the fuith of
gospel of

tho singing of tha hymn “The s
of (God like a fire is burnin

i

standing.' The benediction was pree- |

and QConfdrence adjourned until

-

On prezentation of Llder Gearze
}. Cannoun and molion of Elder
Joseph F. Bmlth the new revis:d
edition of the Doctrine and Coys
enants and thea earl of Great I'rice
were unanimously accepted by the
confetendd, as containing the revela.
tions of the Lord, Linding upon 1l
l.ﬂtter-dﬂf Mainty. ‘

Eldef Cannon read a lislof amounts
of I', E. Fund indebtedness recom.
mended for remittance by the pregis
dency of the various stakes of Zicn, ]|
an { passed upon by the president of
iha L. E, Fund Company aa follows;
+In Bear Inke Blake, prineipal and |
interest togelher, §12,3228,67; Beaver |
Slake, £8,147.32; Dox Elder Stake
$9,008.94; Cucha Stake, $£22.805,.35;
Davisa Stake, $20,477.70; Juab Stake,
£5,01 1.93; Kanab Stake, £1,002.35;
‘Muldvd  Slake, '$3.301.85; Morgan
Stake, 310,5539.80; Parowan Stake,
53‘6.919.7-{; Sanpete Stake, $27,201.96;
Salt Lake Stake, $103,015.19; Sevier
Stak ., §3,824,54; SBummit Stake, §8,-
532.3%; 51, George Stake, #7,950 55,
[ooele Stake, $21,002.83; Utah Stak.e,
$33,460,.60; Wasatch Staxe, 39,261,247,
Pangwviteli  Stake, $931.53. 'Totil,
$337,015.61. " Weber, Little Colorado )
and eadlern Arizona no reporta,

PEESIDRNT JOUN TAYLOR

now arese, during fhe sdministialion
 of thasacramaent. 1t wusg 4 sourceof
g}mmﬁcqi:}n for him, he said, that all
the various orgunizations of the
Church had been properly l:znided
for. Ie-wxplained how “the Twe ve
had actedi .in the capacity of the
First Presidency, since the death of
T'resident Yourg, {ust as they did
tor Some time, dfter the death of the
Vrophet Joseplit 4he /Pwelvo 1Nd
magnifted their, calling and Le, tae
apeaket, wmight have preforred 1o
Iedve thoautliority remain with them,
il it had Leen the will of the Lord.
Dut, nupgp hias a right to.ehange tae
san that'God has instituted. e
epftit O God had suprresied 10 him
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Lresidency af tho Caufels filled, a}ld
his brethren of the Twelre Irad coin-
cided with him when hestated the
matier tothem. Tt-wat nlso gratify-
itz for hin to see tho oneners of fepl.
‘ng apd the united sepliment mani-
fested tn the yotes of the people bn
the new organization, Such votes
could not be foind clsewhere, tut
in  truth the- fYoice of
um_pepp!a wAS the voice of God,

¢ speaker then referred, to 'the
Caureil of thd Twelve who had diss

gnd sillingness to-conform witl the
will and mind of (ha Lord,, e algo
prayed that the'spiritof oneness snd
unity manifeited by the pedple in
this eonference should be coutinued
in all things, and blessed all wizo
) (iba and feared Ilim nad tried
fo' Keep' i comimandrents, by vir
tua of the Holy l‘rieathuoﬁ, n Lhe

ELLEE WILKOLD WOODRUNE

also arose and bo#a testimony to the
truth of this worle, 1{e a'zo mention-
ed how he had often.seen (he Pyo-
plhet Joseph in drpams, sinca fils
death, nnd al%o Tresident Younty,
Nrother Kimball and Jededish

the
Jesus Christ, ‘
The''tndeting '¥anie to ita close by
i}il‘it
3 g in
which tho whola eongregation joine: |,
nounced by Eller Juseplt F, Smath,

April 6th, 1881, at 10 a.m.
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John Llenry Bmith wisslso ndined
for & member of tl:a Quorpm of :the
Twelve, and unanimously suslained,’
After theso nominktions the jote.
#ag taken in the old madner, by 'ihes
whole congregation at once upliflivg
their right hands, | | .. v
Thé counsslora Lo President Taylot,’
ihe Twelvenud their Counselors were
unakimously susiained nz prophets,’
seers, and rerelatars, Then followed
tharest of geneial authogities and
oitleers of the cliuech,

Patriarelh of the Churchi<John-
Smith, i -
As the first seven presidents of the
Heventies—Joseph Young, Levi W,
Haucock, Honey ertiman, Horacd
o, Eldrﬂ&gﬂ, Jacob (Gates, Jobir Van
Cott and W, W, Taylo=, ’

The presiding bishop of the Ciyrch,
Edward lunler, with Leonard W.
Har iy and Robert 1, Button ns his
counsclors. |
John Taylor, as Trustessin-Truast
for tlie bady ot religious worshippers
known aml reeognized as the Chvreh
of Jesua Chirist of Latter day Saints,
to hold the legal title to its property
and contract for it. ‘ i
The Twelve Apostles, thelr {0
counseloraand Bishbp Edward ITuns
ter a3 counselors o tl:o Trusiee ine
Trast,

Alberl Carringlon, s pyedident of
the Perpetual Finigrating Puad for
{ho pathering of the poory, and F, I\
Richarda, ). 3. «Lymah, II. S. El-
dredge, Joseph ¥. Bmith,John .
Young, Angus M, Caonon, Mopes
Thascher, Wm, Jenmng?, John' K,
Wind~r, 1laney Iinwoodoy, Robert
' Barer, A, Q. Saoge sud 1L I
Uinwawli as tus mssistania, ‘
Orson Pratf, a hiafoalan and geg-

sra} church recurder, and  Willord
« 1
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Truman (4. Angel, 08 pennral ars
chitect ol e churchand T3, Angel,
jur., and Wi, 11 Folsom as hiy as-

slalanle,
i
(oorgs Ciaddard as @ﬁ:f*lf ¢

As auditing conmimittee—W,Woo

rull), I, Bonow, ¥, D, dlchards und

F.S8mith, A
AT

generdl ¢hnlorence,

George Y, (dibby ay Church ye

llﬂ'rt{'ﬂﬁ . Toel Py ! "!
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