THE SQUTH.

The Spread of the Gospel of Truth

1:- In Tennessce,

Evtror Juscrion:i—As some ad-
ditions and clanges have been
mede in the Tennessee Conferonce,
since last writing, which may prove
interesting fo the many readers of
the Juxeriox, I again take the lib-
erty of penning you a few lines,

Daring the month of May, Elder
H, Belnap and mysclf visited Hen-
derson Co., whero we met Bros.
Scott and Reed, who had been re-
cently baptized; and, after holding
several meelings which wera well ats |
tended, seventeen of the honest in
heart came forward and requested
ug Lo baptize them. After doing so,
some members of the modern per

sitasion became much alarmed and
sent us & note, slaling that, if we
did not leave shortly, ihey would
expel ua by violence as they consid-
ered it their duty to du so.

*Alibouvh threats were made, wo
were unmolested; and, by the assis.
tance of our Heavenly Father, we
organized a DLranch of nineieen
members,

There have Leen iwo others bap-
tized in the conferencoe, and pros.
pecis are encouraging. in some local.
ttie, while in others the spirit of
| prejudice and hatred, caused by
false teachingw, reigns supremse in
'the hearts of the people,

Pres, Spencer and Elder Murdock
have taken a tour in the Eastern
pat} of the state to open new fields
of labor; and, a3 they increase, other
Elders will be called to assist.

Elders II. Belnap and L. I{unsa-
ker are energetically laboring in the
middle and western portions of the
siate, removing a yast amount of
prejudice and superstition, and sow-
ing tho seeds of truth inatead, and,
doubtless, ere Iong their unceasing

labors will be crowned with mnany
sheaves,

On the 12th inst., in company with
Sarah A. Church, who was on a visit
to see her relatives whom she had
not seen for 33 years, [ visited the
norihern part of Altala county, and
the news was soon in circulation that
a *dMormon' elder was in the neigh.
borhood; so the patronaand builders
of the Shilok school house invited
me to preach for them; but no soconer
had I done so than a modern divine
becsre very mich alarmed and pre-
scribed the mild treatment of a
“black-jacking” (whipping) for me,
Some of his followers, Lowever, en-
jeying more of the spirit of humanity
and toleration, deemed it unwise to
do 80, but had me arraizned before
Squira Taylor to answer the charge
of wilfully taking possession of the
échool housewithout permission, not-
withstanding [ had been invited by
one of the trusiees to preach and oc-
cupy ihe room whenever I desired
tﬂ ﬂﬂ H0

But the cfforts of the opposers of
truth in this instance, as in all
others, only proved to forward the
work of God, as many of the leading
citizens expressed a dasire {o hear

more of our teachings, offering to
take care of the Elders and furnish
houses to preach in at any time,
being unwilling to be governed by
two or threemen,who were so0 preju-
diced a8 to resort to malicions means
to hinder the toleration of religious
liberty.

On the 27, inst, I arrived at this
placo and met Elders H. Barthol.
omew and J. W. Gibson, whom I
had not seen for some time, and auch
meeting can only be sppreciated by
the participants.

During the past thres months,
they have been laboring energetically
in Lthis and other counties, promul~
ﬁatin% the truths of the gospel, and

ave had the pleasurs of initiating
three into the Covenant of Peace,
and, notwithstanding they meet with
much opposition eanused by prejudice
and hatred, the prospects are favore

able for Lapizing others in the near
future,

The Elders aro enjoying excellent
health with the spiiit of their mission,
likowiso the Saints generally who
anticipate emigrating as spon o
circumstances will permit,

I anticipale returning to Tennes.
scain o few days. As ever praying
for the spread of truth, your brother,

Geo, I[, Canves,

Topy, Montgamery Co., Miss,
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