Nauvoo, July 8, 1845
Dear Mother:
I this dav sit down for the first time to write
a few lines to you to let you know I received your letter the
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June, which I read with pleasure for 1 have not

1

heard
from you since Mr. Spencer was here only by way cf a

him when he was on his way to Illinols, stating that he thouzh?®
yvou would come west in the spring and that he would stop 1n
Plainsfield, Iliinois and wished to hear from me there, but I
did not get the 1line until the middle of winter ani I did not

know that |} rolng o settle there, for I supposed by what
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you wrote to me that he would go to Miehligan, so0 I did not

ne would be gone and thinking perhaps you mlght
e here in the spring for I thought ifiyou eome tOo the west you
#soulc come and see us but when spring came I neither saw nor
heard from any of vou. Therefore I knew not where to write
until I received your letter and be assured I was glad to get
another letter from you, for I did not know~es vou would write to
me any more on account of my negligence in wrlting to .you, but
I hope you will forgive me. You will remember that I am a poor
writer aaui all together out of the hablt of writing and then with
the cares of my famlly which pressed heavily upon me after Vinson's
death for Marthaa and Rodolphus were both sick and for four or
[lve weeks after Vinson's death I s¢arecelv had my clothes off.

rodolphus dled the third day of September. I then found my self

almost worn out with the trouble and fatigue., These things

together wlth the continued persecutions of our enemies ahd manv
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Lother things too numerous to mention has prevented my writing
before and now dear that yvou said you would like to hear some
particulars about Vinsons sickness and death but how shall 1
begin to deseribe to you the scenes of sorrow snd afflictions
that I have passed through with him. It causes my bosom to
heave and tears steal down my cheaks. Vinson arijoved his usual
health until we want to Missouril and the scenes which he passad
through shere I think together with the crange of the climate
somewhat lmpatred hls haslth for his 1ife was zought for most of
the time he was there, which drove him to the necessity of hiding
himself when he could find a place, sometimes it was In the hazel
brush and sometimes in 0ld barns. This sort of things eontinued
until we left Missouri. We came from-there to Tllinols where we
now are, this being a sickly place and the fatigue and hardships
and experlences through wWwhieh he had just passed was too mueh for
him. He was soon taken sick vomiting. It was in the morning and
he vomlited until evening and ecould get no relief although the doetor
nad stood over him about four or five hours eons tantly. He was
mueh exhausted and I thought he would not live until morning.
I then sent for President Joseph Smith. I now begin on the
plege of paper, It is some I ‘ntended to put on this sheet but
1t 1s too small. I eould tell vou many things that we cannot
write but my sheet is almost full and I must coma Lo a close.
Mother I wish you would write to me as often as you can afford
to and 1f you can read th's we will write more. The crops of all
sorts in these parts are doing well and big fare for a plentiful

much wheat is alreadv harvested
harvest jand things with us are very prosperous at present. The
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from me on the other side of the river. Thev are all well

as usual and 1f they were hare thev would send theirp respects
to you. I will now bid vou adieu, for the present. I am

your affectionate daughter until death.

lzpah Knlght NMartha EKnight






