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Communications. |of the cities, which the Lord

~We have thought best, in order to
give general and extensive circulation,
to the Bishop’s appeal to the churches
and the benevolence of individuals a-
broad, to give it a conspicuous place in
our paper. We might comment upon
it lengthily ourselves, but, we deemed
such a course unnecessary, and rather
offering an insult to the judgement and
good sense of our readers, so long as
the memorial itself can be presented
before them entire for their perusal.

Our readers will notice it particular-
ly and, no doubt, compare the object
therein set forth with the requisitions
of scripture, the duty of the saints, as
such, and act with reference, to the ob-
ject of the memorial or appeal, as their
own better judgement shall dictate.

Although we had thought not best to
hazard an opinion of our own on
this subject, but we will so far deviate
from the course we intended to pursue,
as to say, that itis a subject intimately
connected with religion, aad it is admit-
ted by almost all, if religion be what
its votaries and the scriptures say it is,
all important, and worthy your sincere
and prayerful attention, then give heed
to the appeal, and suffer it not to be
made in vain.—Ebp.

Kirtland, Sept. 18, 1837.

To the Saints scattered a-

broad, the Bishop and his

Counselors of Kirtland send
greeting.

WHaEREASs the church in
Kirtland has taken into consid-
eration the affairs of the Lat-
ter Day Saints in general, hav-
ing opportunities of making
themselves acquainted with
the situation of the Saints

throughout the continent, to-|g

gether, with the very flattering
prospects of the prosperity of
the cause of God 1n our land.
And also of the peculiar con-
dition of the city of Kirtland,

has began to build unto him-
self in these last days. It has
been deemed of great impor-
tance to the prosperity of the
cause of truth in general, that
the Bishop and his counselors
send abroad this their memori-
al to all the saints throughout
the land, as well as to all well-
wishers to the cause of Zion,
in this our most happy coun-
try.

It is a fact well known, that
the saints in the city of Kirt-
land have been called to en-
dure a great fight of affliction
for the truth’s sake; and to
bear a heavy burden i order
that the foundation of the
kingdom of God might be laid
on a sure and certain bases, 8o
that the prophetic vision of
Daniel might most certainly
be fulfilled. That this king-
dom might break in pieces all
other kingdoms, and stand for-
ever.

The exertions of the enemy
to prevent this have been very
great,and through their great
exertions, they have given to
the saints great trouble, and
caused them much expense.—
In addition to this, they have
had to puilish the word of the
Lord, which has been attended
with great expense: these to-
ether with building the house
of the L.ord, have embarrassed
them very much; for when sub-
scriptions failed, they went on
and accomplished the work of
building the house themselves,

which is a kind of first fruits|plighting all that they had,
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property, credit, and charac-
ter, and by these means accom-
plished this great work which
1s the wonder and admiration
of the world.

This they have done in faith
believing that as the multitude
of saints increased, that their
liberality would abound to-
wards those who regarding
nothing but the salvation of
the world, have thus exposed
themselves to ruin, in order
that the work of the gather-
ing might not fail.

And besides all this, there

have been a large number of

poor who have had to receive
assistance from the donations
of the church, which have ten-
ded to increase 1ts embarrass-
ments. And now so numer-
ous are the saints grown, that
it is impracticable for them all
to gather to the places which
are now appointed for this
purpose.

The church of Kirtland has,
therefore, required at the hand
of our beloved brethren Joseph
Smith jun. and Sidney Rig-
don; (men who have not
thought their lives dear unto
them, in order that the cause
of God might be established,)
Presidents, whom God has ap-
pointed to preside over ihe
whole church, and the persons
to whom this work belongs,
that they should go forth, and
lay off other stakes of Zion or
places of gathering, so that the
poor may have a place of rel-
uge, or places of refuge, in the
day of tribulation which is
coming swiftly on the earth.
~ All these things will be at
tended with expense. -
Feeling ourselves under
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areat responsipility by virtue
of our office and calling in the

church of Gud, we present this

our memorial to all the saints,
making a most solemn appeal
to the feelings, benevulence,
and philanthropy, of all the
saints nto whose hands this
our memorial comes, 1 faith
and confidence, that this ap-
peal will not be made in vain.

It 1sthe fixed purpose of our
(vod, and has been sofrom the
beginning, as appears by the
testimony ofthe ancient proph-
ets, that the great work of the
last days was to be accom-
plished by the tithing of his
samts. The saints were re-
quired to bring their tithes in-
to the store house, and after
that, not before, they were. to
lock for a blessing that there
should not be room enough to
reccive it. See Malachi 3rd
chapter 10th verse.

Uur appeal then to the saints
is' founded on tlre best of testi-
mony, that which no saint will
{eel to gainsay, butrejoice to
obey. 'Fhe saint of God will
rejoice in all that the Leord
does, and 1n doing all. that the
Lord requres.

T'he sacrafice of righteous-
ness which the Lord requires
will be offered with a willing
heart, and ready mind, and
with great joy, because they
are counted worthy to offer up
cacrifice for fiis name.

In making this appeal to the
benevolence of the saints of
God, we donot only take into
consideration the rsituation of
the poor, the embarrassments
of the stake of Kirtland; but
also their own interest; for ev-

1y saint has an equal interest
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in building up of the Zion of

our God; for it is after the
Lord has built up Zion, that
he will appear 1n his glory.—
Psalms 102:16. We all look
for the appearing of the great
God, and our Savior Jesus
Christ; but we shall look in
vain, until Zion is built; for Zi-
on is to be the dwelling place
of our God when he comes.—
Joel 3:21. Any one who will
read this chapter with atten-

tion, will see that it treats of

the last days, and of the Zion
of the last days.

How then is the Lord to
dwell in Zion, if Zion is not
built up? This question we
leave the saints to answer.—
The salvation of the saints one
and all depends on the build-
ing up of Zion; for without
this there is no salvation; for
deliverance in the last daysis
found in Zion, and in Jerusa-
lem, and in the remnant whom
the Lord our God shall eall, or
in other words, 1n the stakes
which he shall appoint.—Joel
2:32.

It is in Zion where the Lord
is to create upon every dwell-
ing place, and upoa her assem-
blies, a cloud and a smoke by
day, and the shining of a flam-
ing fire by night. Itis upon
the glory of Zion, that there
will be a defense. 1t is in Zi-
on that there shall be a taber-
~nacle for a shadow in the day
time from the heat, and for a
plaee of refuge, and for a cov-
ert from storm and from rain,
Isaiah 4:5,6. Itis upon the
walls of Zion, where the
watchmanshall see eye toeye
Isaiah 52:8.

Whatever is glorious.—

Whatever is desirable—What-
ever pertains to salvation, eith-
er temporal or spiritual. Our
hopes, our expectations, our
glory and our reward, all de-
pend on our building up Zion
according to the testimony of
the prophets. For unless Zi-
on is built: our hopes perish,
our expectations fail, our pros-
pects are blasted, our salvation
withers, and God will come
and smite the whole earth
with a curse.

Hear then O ye saints of the
last days'! and let this our ap-
peal have a favorable recep-
tion among you. Let every
saint consider well the nature
of his calling in the last days,
and the great responsibility
which rests upon him or her,
as one to whom (od has re-
vealed his will, and make haste
not only to the relief of Kirt-
land, but also to the building
up of Zion.

Let every man, and every
woman, give heed the very in-
stant that they embrace the
gospel, and exert themselves
with energy to send on means
to build up Zion: for our God
bids us to haste the building of
the city, saying, the time has
come when the city must be
pushed forward with unceasing
exertions; for, behold, the day
of calamity draweth nigh, and
unless the saints speed the
building of the city, they will
not escape. Be admonished
then O ye saints! and let not
covetousness, which 1s idol-
itry, nor worldly ambition hin-
der you; but gather up your
gold and your silver, and all
the means you have, and send

‘on to the saints who are en-
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building the zion of our God,
that there may be a place of
refuge for you, and for your
children in the day of God’s
vengeance, when he shall
come down on -Idumea, or the
world, in his fury, and stamp
them down in his wrath, and
none shall escape, but the 1n-
habitants of zion. ,

What we say unto one, we
say unto all, haste—haste—
and delay not; for the hour of
desolation does not linger, and
with all the power that the
saints have, and with all the
diligence they can use, they
will scarcely escape.

The time is not far distant,
when some of those who now
deride and mock the saints for
devoting their all to build up
the zion of God, will bless
their name, for having pro-
vided a city of refuge, for them
and their children, regardless
of the ravings of ungodly
priests, and the mockings of a
stupid and ignorant people.

In the confidence which
we have in the good sense and
righteous principles of the
multitude of the saints, we
send this our memorial in the
name of our master Jesus; be-
lieving that this appeal will be
received with great kindness,
and will be attended to with
untiring perseverence, until
the object for which it has
been sent shall be accomplish-

ed.
And may the God of all

grace, pour out his richest
blessings on your heads, and
erown you with abundance,
that the zion of our God may

in this great work of]|

flourish, and cease not, until

the righteousness thereof shall
go forth as the light, and the
salvation thereof as a lamp
which burneth, 1s the prayer
of your brethren in Christ

Jesus.
N. K. WHITNEY,
R. CAHOON.
V. KNIGH'Y,

Palmyra Portage Co. Ohio, Sept,
14th, 1837,
Bro. W. A. CowpEry: '

I improve a few
moments to communicate to  you some’
knowledge of my travels, together witls
a sketch of my labors the present sea-
son. [1left Kirtland in company withe
elder G. W. Meeks to goto the South,
we bent our course to West Township,
Columbiana Co. in order to attend a
conference previously appointed: when
we arrived at that place we {ound elder
I.. Barns and several other traveling
elders. Elder Barns had been preach-
ing some few days previous and bap-
tized several. On Fridav, the first day
of the conference, we attended to set-
ling some difficulty in the church, and
on Saturday and Sunday we preached
to the people. On Sunday three came
forward and were baptized by elder
Barns; On Monday we again met to
finish our conference, alter whieh the
several elders went into diflerent parts:
iu the adjoining towns to preach where
the door was already opened. There
were at, and near the conlerence some-
where, 1 believe, not (ar from twelve
baptized in the vicimity of this place.
Elder Mecks and mysell continued to-
gether sometime and preached in the
towns round about where there were
calls, but more especially in the town-
ship of Salem, where we continued sev-
eral weeks.and laid before the people,
the gospel of Jesus Christ according to
our several abilities: and we reasoned
with them in plainness, both in public
and in private, and showed them the
work the Lord had set his hand to do
in this age of the world. We found -
some friendly and believing, yeéa al-
most persuaded to be saints, but the
cross being so great, together with the
many false reports that were put in cir~

culation (for we met with no small
opposition from priests and people)



