Belnap Hyrum

Belnap, Hyrum, a member of the High Council in the Weber Stake, Utah, was born March 24, 1858, at Ogden, Utah, the son of Gilbert Belnap and Adaline Knight. As a babe he accompanied his parents south in the "great move" of 1858; after that the family became permanent residents of Weber county, and were numbered among the first settlers of Hooper, where Gilbert Belnap was chosen as the first Bishop. Hyrum [p.248] was baptized June 6, 1867; ordained a Teacher by John Flinders and attended High school in the county court house in 1878–1879; later, in 1879, together with others, he explored that part of Snake river valley, which subsequently became known as Pool's Island, and its immediate vicinity, where settlements of the Saints were started soon afterwards. In 1879–1881 he filled a mission to the Southern States, and in company with Martin Garn baptized the first converts to the restored Gospel on Cane Creek, Lewis county, Tennessee, where Elders Berry and Gibbs afterwards were murdered. Elder Belnap presided a part of the time, while on this mission, over the Tennessee conference. After his return home he attended the Central school, in Ogden, and subsequently the University of Deseret, in Salt Lake City. In 1882 he was appointed assessor and collector for Weber county by the county court and at the general election in August, 1883, he was regularly elected to this position, which he held until 1889. In that year (1887) he was also appointed deputy county clerk. Hyrum Belnap married Christiana Rasmussen Sept. 20, 1883. This union has been blessed with seven children. In 1888 (Feb. 7th) he married Annie C. Bluth, by whom he has had five children. Two months after his last marriage (April 22, 1888). He was released as a home missionary and appointed second counselor to Bishop Edwin Stratford, of the Ogden Fourth Ward. In 1890 he purchased an interest in the Utah and Oregon Lumber Company, of which he became the bookkeeper and afterwards the manager. In July, 1899, he commenced business as a retail lumber dealer in Ogden, which business he still carries on successfully. Bishop Stratford died in 1899 and in January of the following year (1900), Hyrum Belnap was chosen as second counselor to the new Bishop, E. T. Woolley. He is now a High Councilor in the Ogden Stake.

