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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH

junrJUNE 1641

tuesday junejuno I1 I1 accompanied mymy brother
hyrum and william law as far as QUiquincyllcylicy ouon
their mission to thetile east

1 el lerfer sidney ricrierigdondon has been ordained a pro-
phet seer and revelator

elder B youns returned from long island to
new york elder willard richards went to
richmond with his family and
elder W Woodruffto portland maine

friday 4 elders young kimball and taylor
left new york for nauvoo by way of philadel
phiphil i pittsburgh and st louis geobee A smith
and R bedlock started at theilia same time and
went to newnow egypt new jersey

I1 called oilon govermorgovegoye nonnor cariln at his residence in
quincy jvdudingduringu ri ng my visit with the governor I1
wa treated with1 t1I1 the greatest kindness and respect
nothing was sidsuldsuid about any requisition having
come from the governor of missouri for my
arrest inili a vervvery few hours after I1 hod left the
governors residence hahe sent thomas king
sheriff of adams county thomas jasper a con-
stable of quincy and some others aaas a posse

I1 with anall officer from Missourito arrest meine and
deliver me up to the authorities of missouri

saturday 5 while I1 was staying at heberlingHeberlins
hotel bear creek about 28 miles gouthbouth of naunan

sheriff king and posse arrested me some
of the posse onoil learning the spirit of the officer
from missouri left thetho company in dicdisgustgust and
returned to their awn homes I1 accordingly re-
turned to quincy and obtained a writ of habeas
corpus from charles A warren esq master inili
chancery and judge stephen A dougalsDou gass hapliap
pening to comecomo to quincy talateliat evening lebe ap-
pointed to give a hearing oilon the writ on the
tuesday following in county
where thetho court would then commence a regular
term

i
william and geo A smith attended a meeting

in the wood near new egypt new jersey and
preached to a largelargo assembly also preached 0on
sunday ath and three were baptized and after
poachingpmaching on the ath four more were baptized

sunday 6 news of mv arrest having arrived
in nauvoo last night and being circulated through
the city llosfloshosaflosaa stout tarleton 1lewis wiiliam
A hickman john S higbee elijah able urieluniel
C nickerson and george IV clyde started from
the nauvoo landing inili a skiff iliill order to overtake
meine audand rescue meine if necessary they had a
heavy heddhead wind lulutbutt arrived in quincy at dusk
went up to benjamin joness house and foundfoun
that I1 hhadd gone to nauvoo in charge of two
officers

I1 returned to nauvoo in charge of the officers
sheriff king had been suddenly seized with sick-

ness I1 nursed and waited upon him in my owown11

house so that he mightinight be able to go to mon-
mouthmooroo uth and notinotifiedfiedfiod several of my friends to gegett
ready and accompany me the next morning

Mondmondyity 7 1I started very earleariearly for mon-
mouth seventy firefive miles distant taking mr
king along me and attending him stringduring
his sickness accompanied by cliaclracharleschariesfles C rich
amasamusa iymanlyman Shashadrackdrackdruck Rouroundyildytidy reynolds ca-
boon

ca-
been charlescharlea hopkins alfred randallrandnand tilill eisdiselsEILs
lilgflighigbeebee morris phelps john PG reene henry G
sherwood joseph younger darwin chase ira
milesileslles joel S miles lucien woodworth vinson
knight robert B thompson george miller and
others we travelled very late camping about
midnight in the road

morning 8 arrived at monmouth
and procured breakfast at the tavern found
great excitement prevailingpreveiling in the public mind
and great curiosity was manifested by the citizens
who were anxious to obtain a ofif
the prophet expecting to see me in chains mrdir
king whose health was now partly restored had
considerable difficulty illin protectingprotect in me from theprotectionmob that had gathered there nirair sidney 11

little for tiletha defencederence motioned that the case of
mr smith should be taken up but was objected
to bybv the states attorneyAt pro tern on account
of his not being prepared not having had sauli-
dent notice of thetha trial it was accordinglyacoraror by
mutual consent postponed until wednesday
morning

in the evening great excitement prevailed and
thatho citizens employed several to plead
against me

I1 was requestednested to9 preach to the citizens of
monmouth but as I1 wastwusiwas 1 prisoner I11 kept clos-
eted inili my room for I1 could not even come downgowncown
stairs to my meatsmeals buethebut the people would be crowd-
inginoing the windows to get a peep at me and there-
forefore appointed elder A lyman to preach in the
court house onoil wednesday eveningevenfoglog

wednesdayWedneswednesdaydai 09 at an early hour thetha court
house was filledled with spectators desidesirousroun to hear
theilia proceedings

mrhir morrison on behalf of the people wished
for time to send to springfield for the indictment
it not being found with thetile rest of thetile papers
thiathid course would have delayed the proceedings
and as it was not important to thetha issue the
attorniesattattornatternorniesiesfes for the defence admitted that there was
an indictment so that the investigation might pro-
ceed

mr warren for the defence then read the
petition which stated that I1 waswaa unlawfullyunlawfullyfully held

in custody and that the indictment iipi missourilisJis
was obtained by fraud bribery and duress all of
which I1 was prepreparedparedparea to prove

mr little then called upon the following wit-
nesses viz morris phelps ellaselias higbee rey-
nolds Calcaicahoonloon and george IV robinson who
were sworn the counsel on thetho I1opposite0 te sijeside ob-
jected foto hearing evidence oilon tatthe meritse rits ofor thetiie
case as they could not go andbeyond the indictment
upon this a warm and long occurred

thichwhichwhich occueoccupieded the attention pfaf thetiie court through
thehe eentire ddayay

all thothe lawyers on tiieilia oppositeerideesidesideaide excepting
two viz Alessriessrs knowlton and jennings con-
fined themselves to thetho merits of the cacasecabe and
conducted themselves as gentlemen but it was
plainly evident that the design of mears knowknowl-
tonto i and lenninjenninjenningsjenninss was to excite the public mind
still more on the subject and inflame ilialleilelie passions
of thetile people against me and my religion

the counsel on behalf of the defence
charles A warren sydney 11II little 0 11

browningbrovbroxv nihl g james H ralston cyrus envallwalkerer and
Aarchibaldrc abad

I1
NI illiams acted nobly and honorably

and stood up hila defence of thetile persecuted inili a
manner worthy of high minded and honorable
gentlemen some hadllad even been told that if
they engaged oiloa the sidesido ofor the defderdefenceencel they
need

I1
never look to thetiie citizens of that county

for any political favors but they were nottonot to
be overawedoverawed by the popular clamor or be deterred
from an act of gullic duty by any insinuations or
threats whatever and staledstated thaithat ifit they had not
before determined to take a part in the defence
theytiley after hearing thetho threats of thetho community
were now fully determined to discharge their
duty the counsel for thetho defence spoke well
without exception and strongly urged the legality
of the court examining testimony to prove that
thetiie whole proceedings on the part of missouri
were base and illegal and that the indictment was
obtained through fraud bribery and corruption

the court after learlhearlhearingn the counsel adjourned
aboutbont halfhulf past sixsixbix dock pm

when I1 was at dinner a man rushed in and
saidsald which Dw jo smithsmitha I1 have got a five
dollar kirtland bill and illpil be damned if holie dont
take it back illfil sue him for his name laIs to itif
I1 replied 9191 I1 am thetile man took the bill and enid
him the specie gnich he took very reluctantly
being anxious to kick up a fuss

tte crowd inili the court was so intense that
judge douglass ordered the sherisherlsherifffl of warren
county to keep the spectators back but liehe neg-
lected doingdohig so when the judge fined himidin tellten
dollars in a few minutes lie again ordoorderedred the
sheriff to keep the men back from crowding the
prisoner and witnesses lieife replied 1I have told
a constubleconstible to do it gilathe judge immediately
aj 1 clerk add ten dollars MOREmoke TO THAT pineTINE
thetho sheriff finding neglect rather expensive then
attended to his duty

A youyoungng lawyer from I1missouri volunteered to
plead against me hohe tried his utmost to convict
me but was so highhigh with liquor and chewed so
much tobacco that hahe often called for cold water
before llolio had spoken manyin inytny minutes lie turned
sick requested to babe excused by the court and
went out of the court house puking all the way
doundowndownstairsstairs As thothe Illinois ans cailcallcuicul the hilsAlismissouri
people pukes this circumstancence caused consider
able amusement to the inmembersembers ofor the bar
duringdaring hisilia plea his language was so outrageous
that thothe judgeJ was twice under the necessity of
ordering him to be silent

mr 0 11 browning then his plea
and in a short ilmeilmo the puking lawyer returned
and requested the privilege of finishing his pleapica
which was allowed

afterwards mr browning resumed asshis plead-
ings which were powerful and when hohe gave a
recitation of what he himself hdhoid soenseen at quincy
and oilon thoiho banks of thailia mississippi river when
the saints were exterminated from missouri
where hahe tracked thetha persecuted women and
children by their bloody fogt mamarkska in the snowallow
they were so affectinganganecling that the spectators were
often dissolved lain tears ludgejudge douglass himself
and most of the officers wept for they were
under the necessity of hoepinghooping thetha specta-
tors company

elder amasa lyman during thetho evening
preached a brilliant discourse inili thathe court house
on thetile first principles of the gospel which changed
thetha feelings of the people very materiallymater billylilly

the following letter is from thetue editor of the
times and seasons

american hotel warren coun-
ty illIII juno gih 1841 wednesday evening
we have just returned domhom the Court louse
where we have listened to oneono of the most elo-
quent speeches ever uttered by mortal man in
favor of justice and liberty by 0 11 browning
esq who haghaa done himself immortal honor in
the sight

1 of all patriotic citizens who listened to
tiletho psamebameMa liehe occue ededthethe attention of the court
for more than two hours and chewed the falsity
of the argumentsarga mentsmenta of thetile opposite counsel and laidlid
down principles in a lucid and able manner which
ought tuto guilegulle the court in admitting testimony
for the dedefendant joseph smith wedehavahave heard
mr browning on former occasions when liehe has
frequently delighted his audience by hisbis eloquence
but oaorl this occasion behe exceeded our most san-
guine expectations the sentiments hebe advanced
were just generous and exalted he soared aboteabove
thothe petty quibbles which theiba opposite counsel

urged and triumphantly in a manner andind elo-
quence peculiar to himself avowed himself ththa
friend of humanity and boldly nobly and inde-
pendently stood tip for the rights of those who
had through seas of oppression and flodda
of injustice and had soubousoughtboughtlitdijt a shelter in the state
ofor illinois it was an effort worthy of a highbloh
minded and honorablelionorablerabie gentleman such as we eberever
considered him to be since we have had the plea-
sure of liishis acquaintance soon after we camecams
ontout of missouri he sympathized with us in our
afflictionafflictionssandand we are indeed rejoiced to know
that hahe yet maintains the sainesame principles of
benevolence his was not aann effort of a lawyer
anxious to earn his fee but thetile pure and patrio
ticlic feelings of christian benevolence and a bensesensa
of justice and of right while he was answering
thehe monstrous and ridiculous arguments urged by
the opposing counsel that jesephjuseph smith might
go0 o to missouri and have his trial hohe stated the cir-
cumstancescum stances of our being driven from that state
and feelingly and emphatically pointed out thothe
impossibility of our obtaining justice there therethera
we were forbidden to enter in consequence of thathe
order of the executive and that injustice and
crueltiescruel ties of the most barbarous and atrocious
character hadbad been practisedpracticed upon us until thetho

i

streams of missouri had rauruu with blood and thatthat
heeie had seen women and children barefoot and
lousedesloutouseles crossing the mississippi to seek refugorefuge
fromfroin ruthless mobs he concluded hishia remarksremark
byay saying that to tell us to go to misrimissouri for a
trial was adding insult to injury and then said
great god have I1 not seen it yes mytny eyesryes

harehave beheld the bloodstainedblood stained traces of innocent
immen and children in tiethe drear winter ehowho had
travelled hundreds of miles barefoot through frost
and snow to seek a refuge from their savage pur-
suers a scene of horror sufficient to enlaanutenia
sympathy from an adamadamantineintine heart and shall
this unfortunate man whom their fury has seen
ripper to select for sacrifice be driven into such a
ganagesavage land and none dare to enlist in the causecauss of
justice 7 if there maswas no other roicevoice under hea-
ven

hea-
ren ever to be heard in this cause gladly would
I1 stand alone and proudly spend my latest breath
in defence ofoganan oppressed american citizen

thursday morning 10 the court was opened
about 8 when judge douglass delivered
hij opinion oilon the case

liehe said that thetho writ being once returned to
the executive by theilia sheriff of ancockhancockII county
was dead and stood in the same relationship as
any other writ which might issue from the cir-
cuit court and consequently the defendant could
not belie hold iuin custody on that writ the other
point whether evidence inili the case was ad
or not he would not atut that time decide as it in-
volved great and important considerations relative
to the future conduct of the different states
there being no precedent as far as they hadbad
access to0 o authorities to guide them but hahe would
endeavor to examine thetile subject lundand avail him-
self of all ibothe authorities which could bobe obtained
on thetha subject before he would decide that point
but ouon the other thetho defendant must be liber-
ated

thi decision was received with satisfaction by
myself and thothe brethren and all those whosochoso
minds were freefrea from prejudice it iss now deci-
ded thatflint begorabefore another writ can issue a new
demand must be made by the governor of mis-
souri thus havehavo I1 been onca moremora delivered
from the fangsrungs of my cruel persecutors for which
I1 thank god my heavenly father

I1 was discharged about I111I1 a in when I1 ordered
dinner for my company now increased to about
60 when I1 called forlor thothe tavern bis
the fellow replied onlyonly onoone
hhundredindred andlind sixty dollars

about 2 pm thetho company commenced their
return traveltravelledted about 20 miles and camped by
the way idysida

friday I111I1 started very early arrived at la
harpeharpa for dinner and returned wifely to nauvoo
by 4 pm where I1 was metmat by thotha acclamations
of the saints

elder geo A smith met elder john E pagepaga
at philadelphia and advised film to takatako up con-
tributions to en kuleiule him to sail within three days
in thetho garrickgarrock for engEugenglundenglandlund and overtake elder 0
hyde and accompany him to jerusalem pyolpro
nikloi to use all the influence aand exertion in hishia
power to assist him elder pagepago rejected thetho
proposition ederelder smith subsequently learned
that eldereder pagepago had sufficient money without
collections

11
tolot hatohavo taken himhin through to eug

land


