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KIiSTORY OF JOSEPH BMITH
[—Auciusr, 1838.]

Wednesday 8th, nfter spending the night in
counsel at Colonel Wight’s, I rode out with
some of the brethren to view the situntion of
afliirs in that region, and among others, called
ou Adaw Black, Justice of the Peace, and
Judge elect for Davies County, who had some
tune previous sold his farm to Brother Vinson
Knight, and roceived part pay necording to
agreement, and aiterwards united himseif with
A band of mobbers to drive the Snints from, and
prevent their settling iu Davies County. On
interropation, he confessed what he had doane,
and in cobseguence of this violation of his
oath as Magistrate, we asked him to give us
some satisfaction so that we might know
whether he was vur {risnd or epemy, whether
ke would administer the law in justice; and
politely requested bim to sign an agreement of
peace; but being jealous, he would not sign it,
but snid he would write one hiwseclf, to our
satisfaction, and sign it, which he did as fol-
lows:

%l Adam Black n Justice of the Peace of
Davies County, do hercby Sertify to the people
coled Aormin, that he iz bound to supert
the Constitution of this State, and of the
United Sinte, and he is not attached to any
mob; nor will not attuch himself to any sach
people, and so long as they will not molest ine.
L wili not molest them. Thisthe 8th. day of
Alﬁust 1838. ADAM BLACK, J. P2

oping he would abide his own decision and
support thelaw, weleft him in peace and ve-
turned to Colonel Wight’s at Adam-ondi-nhman.
In the evening some of the citizens from Mlill
Port called on us and we ngreed to meet some
of the principal men of the County in eouncil,
at Adua-ondi-ahman the next day at twelve
o'clock.

The Camp still continuad their labors in
Obio, many were siek und evii spirits were
strifing to trouble the brethren. Kiders Dun-
ham, Carter, Knight, Pettingil, Brown und
Verry spent the crening in walking through the
tents rebuking Jdiseases and toul apirits, and
standing betweon the Suints and the destroyer.
Brothe: Byington's child died, and many were
healed.

The Committee assembled at Adam-ondi-

abhmnn at twelve according to previous appoins-
menl, ¥iz, on the part of citizens, Joseph Mo-
rin, Senntor elect; John Willisms, Representa-
tive alect; James B. Turner, Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court, and others: »n the part ef the
Suints, Lyman Wight, Vinson Kbnight, John
Smith, Reynolds Cahoon, -and others: at this
meeting both parties enteredinto a covenant o}
peace, to preserve each other’s rights, and stand
1o their defence; that if men shf.‘.'.‘dd!clo wreng,
neither party should uphold them or eudeavour
to screen them from justies, but deliver up =ll
offenders to be dealt “with necording to law and
Justice. he assembly dispersed on these
friondly terms, mysclf and friends returning to
Far West, where we acrived about midnight
and found nll quiet.

Friday 10th, being somewhat fatigusd I spent
the doy with my fomily, transncting but littie
business. Sickness continued in tle Camp.
Brother Carrico’s child died. Elder Tyler wns
healed by the prayer of Fuith, The spirit of
mobocracy continued tostatk abroad, notwith-
standing all our treaties of pence, as will be
seen by the following afidavit. State of
Missouri, Ros County: Personnlly sppeared he- !
fore me, the undersigned, Judge of the fifth

1

are not certainly known to this affiant; and be who votedto enclose one field for gruin don-
|furthor stntes the fact to be that it is his taining twelve sections, which contain seven
{opinion ond he verily believes thnt it is the thousand six hundred and eighty ncres of lnnd.
object of ihis body of armed men, to take ven- | Another Compsany also was organized, called
geance fer some injuries ov imaginary iojuries|‘the Eastern Agricultural Company,” the ex:
done to some of their friends, and to intimidate tent of the field not deaided. :
and drive from the Countyall the old citizensand | Tuesday 21st, another Company was formed]
possess themselves of their lunds, or to foree ealled, “the Southern Agricultural Company,”
such n8 do not leave to comeinto their nensurea  the field to be as largo as the first mentioned.
and submit to their dietation. | Tuesdoy 21at, thero weretwo birtha in the
. WILLIAM P. PENISTON. | Camp, o
Sworn to and subscribed before me the un-  Wednesday 22nd, I spent part of the day in
jdorsigned Judge as aforesaid this 10th day of ) counselling with several brethren upon differ-
August 1838. ant subjects. Tle brethren continued to gatber
! AUSTIN A. KING.” [t0 Zion, dnily. Some time this month thé
| The above wus also sworn to by William|3aints were warned by the mob to leave De
}Bmvman, Wilson MeKinnsy and John Nether- | Witt.
i ton.
| Soitisthat when men’s hearts become so
"hurd and eorrupt ag to glory in devising, rob-
|bing, plundering, mobbing and murdering
| innogent men women and ehildren by wholesale,
Itlmy will more readily swear to lies than speak
the truth. At thig time some of the brethren
bhud removed with their families from the
-vieinity of Gallatin, to Diahman, and Far West,
Ifnr snfety.

Saturday 1Ith, this morning I left Far West,
with my Council and Elder Alinon W. Babbitt,
to visit the brethren on the Forks of Grand
River, who had come from Conade with Elder
Babitt, und settled at that plave contrary to
‘counsel. Inthe afternoon after my departure
In Committee from Roy County arvived =t Far

West 1o inquire into the proceedings of our
soeiety in going armed into Davies County.
Complaint having bexn entered in Ray County
by Adam Blaek, William P. Peniston and others.
The Committec from Ruy requested an inter-
'view with a Cowmmittee of Caldwell, and o
general meeting was culled at the City Iiall at
/8iX in the evening, when it was stated that they
"were assembled to take into consideration the

e e

4loings of be citizens of Ray Coznty, wherein

they have acensed the Mormons of this place
of breaking ihe poace, in defending their rights
wad that of their brethren In the County of
Davies; aud the meeting organized by sppoint-
inz Bishop E. Partridge, Chairman; and ~ Geo.
W . Robinson, Clerk.

Resolved first, that o Committes of seven be

{n.p pointed to eonfor with the Committee, from
Ra.y. Resolved second, that this Committee,
wizh cheir Secretary, be autborized to answer
such questions ns may be offered by the Com-
mittee frem Ray, and us are named in the
document presented this meeling purporting to
jbe tho preamble and resolutions of the eitizeny
|of Ray. Resolvoed third, that whereas the
| document referred to hus no date or signature,
that our Committee judgs of the fnet and act
acecordingly.  Resolved fourth, that our Com-
mities report their proceedings to this mesting
[ s soon n9 possible. -
‘ EDWARD PARTRIDGE, Chairman,
Geo. W. Rosixsox, Clerk.
Elder Dominious Certer's little danghter,

| Se:rah, died in the Camp.

i Sundity 12ch, I continned with the brethren
at the I'orks of Grand River offering such
counsel as their situation required.

The Cump beld a public meeting, as was com-
| mon with them on the Sabbath, Another Comp
;consisting of Baints from Canadn was in the
vieinity, led by llder Jobn E. Page, who
preachied to tue Kirtland Camp in the after-
noon.

Monday 13th, I returned with my Couneil to
‘Far West; we were chased by some evil, des-
| igning men, ten or twelve miles, but we eluded
| their grusp. When within about cight miles
{ of home, we mat some bretheen who bhad come,
{to inform ug that & writ bLad been issued, by
{Judge Ring, for my arrest,ond that of Lyman
| Wight, for uttempting to defend our rights.
P against the mob.

The Camp ns a body were not united, nnd |
{ did not improvo their time axd labor as they
: ought. Some were faithful; in the evening they

were instructed in nll moeekness, forbeanrance
and love, but in grent fuithfulbess, by Elders|
Zera Pulsipher zud Llias Simith.

14th and 15th, 1 spent principally at home, |
J engnzed in dotnestic aliuirs. ]
i Thursday 16th, I spent prineipally at home. !
{ The Sherifi of Davies aecomponied by Judge
Morin, called and netified me that he had 2
| writ for to utke me to Davies County, an trial, !
{ for visiting that County on the seventh instant.
| it had been currently reported that ] would not

be apprebiended by legnl process, and that 1
\woulq oot subwmil to ihelgwa of the Innd; but I
told the Shariff that § ealeulated always o sub-
mit £5'the laws of our conutry,but I wished to be’
Iiriedin 1y own County n3the citizens of Davies
ICounty were highly esasperated at me, and
|that the laws of the country gaveme this pri-
ivilege. Upon hearing this, I‘.ﬁc Sherifl deelined-
serving the writ and’said he would go to Rich-
mond and see Judze King on the subject. 1.
told him [ would ramain ut howe until hie re-
turn. The Bheriff returned from Richmond,
and found me at home (where I had remnined
‘ during his absence) and informed me very
| gravely that | was out of his jurisdietion and
i that he oould not act in Caldwell; and rertired.
Some of the brothren passed on from the
: Cuinp, to work ou another job near Dayton.
i Sunday 19ch, Elder Joel Johnson preached 10

Ithe Camp in the norning, and the Sacraaent
was administered in tha afternoon by Elders

i Johnson and Iinle.

Mooday 20th, Elder Nathan K. Kaight and
George Brooks having previousiy been cut off,

Judicial Circuit, William P. Peniston, and left the Cump with their fuilies. In the eve-
makes oath that he has good reason to beliovo,f ning, one of the childzen of the Camp was
and that be verily does believe, that there js 8¢ized by nn e¥il spirit, which drew tho child’s
now collected and essbodied in the County of faee guite out of shape, and produged great
Davies, 2 large hody of armed men; whose!8uffering. The Elders rebuked the spirit and it
movemeots and conduct are of g highly! depnrmﬁ. This evening, Eider Willey was -’
insurrectionary and unlawfu! character, that ken sick; he had laid his hands on his child,
they consist ofyabout five hundred men, and #nd rebuked nn evil spirit, which left the child
that they, or n part of them, to the number of 80d eutered into him. The Elders gathered
one hundred and twenty, have committed vio-'round him ashelay inhis wagon, and all his
lence agninst Adam Black, by surrounding his! éonversation was in rhyme. LElder Hale step-
house, and taking bim in a violsat manner,/pedinto the wagon to lift him up, when he
and subjecting him to great indignities, b Jumped forward at Elders Saow and Carter,
forcing him onder threats of immediate death]Crying yow, yow, yow, gnashing his testh and:
to sizn a paper writing of a very disgraocfullobumpiﬂg most horribly.  They laid hands on
ehigracter and by threatning to do” the same to' Dim and rebuked the fool spirit in the pame ofi
#ll'the old seitlers and citizens of Davies County, Jesus, when ho galled for drink and laid quictly
and that ey have, as a collected and armasd down, but soon recomnmenced his poctry. Elder
body, threatened to put to instant death this Duncon MeArthur, laid hands upon him and
affiant ¢n sight, nnd that he verily believes they began to rebuke the spirit, at the same instant
will accom ‘?ish that net without they nre pre- | he groaned, yelled, and sereamed out as it were!
vented, and also they huve threatened the sumeg| 2!l in o whistling sound, and he bazan ngain tol
10 Wm. Bowman, nnd others, and this affant talklike 1 man, As soon ag Elder Mcarthur was!
states that he verily bolieves all the above fneta: dons he loy down, went to slecp, and rewmained,
to be true, and that the body of men now ns-|'weil.

sembled do intend to commit great violence to| Nothing peculiar transpived at Far Wost,
many of tha eitizens of Duavies County, snd)from the sixtaenth to this day, swheu the in-
that they hove alveady done so to Adam Blnck; | habitants of the different parts of ihe County
and this affiant verily belioves {rom information .

of others that Joseph Smith junior, I was present and took
Wight aro the leaders of this boldy of armed, their deliberatinn.
aren; and the names of others 1hds combined ealle “the Wastern

and Lyman Companies. art in

One Company wwas formed,
Agricultural Company,?

met to orgnuize themselves into Agricultural’



