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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITHMUTH
1837

elders goodson and richards arrived in
bedford on the 2ndand and were boyfjoyfullyully received
by the rev timothy R matthews to whom
they had letters of introduction from his brorbro
ther in law joseph fielding and were invited
to preach in his chapel in the evening to his
congregation

friday ath elder kimball baptized jennetta
richards at preston daughter of the rev
john richards of Walkerfold Chaidgley 15
miles hoginfrom preston and confirmed her at the
water side this was the first confirmation in
Fenglandngland sister richards returned home the
aay following Satsaturdayarday fth and persuaded
her fatter to write to elder kimball to come
and p in hishia chapel

the same day august ath the presidency
highhiga council and all the authorities of the
church in missouri assembled inin council at far
west anandd unanimously resolved topo go on

moderately and build a house unto the name of
the lord in far west as they had means and
appointed edward partridge treasurer to re-
ceive all the donations and subscriptions for the
erection of the louseHouse of the morley
to be his secretary also voted that the com-
mittee viz jacob whitmer elisha H groves

I1
and george M hinkle stand until president
david whitmer goes to and returns from kirtl-
and also that the building committee of the
house of the lord havehave no store connected
with building the house but that every firm or
individual that embarks in that business have
own and claim such property as their own pri-
vate individual property and stewardship

the elders at bedford continued to lecoulecturere
in the basement of mr matthews chapel from
evening0 to evening with the most flattering
pprospects until this evening when elder good-
son contrary to the most positive instructionsinstruction
of president kimball and without advising
with any one read publicly the vision from the
doctrine and covenants which turned the
current offof feeling generally and nearly closed
the door in anaft that region mr matthews wish-
ed the meetings to be removed from his house
but continued to attend the gs occasion
ally and investigated the subject to consider-
able extent

in the august number of the messenger and
advocate was published a prospectusprospect fforr a
new paper to be published at kirtland ohiohio
calledcallesaper

tthee elders journal of the church of
latter day saints to commence in october
edited by joseph smith jjuniorancor

elders kimball and hyde and brother field-
ing having continued their labors in prestonPrestonl
elder hyde preached to a great multitude in the
market place sunday the ath of augustt op-
posed by one reverend gentleman who was
quickly confounded by the spirit of truth and
in the evening they met at the house of sister
ann dawson and confirmed between forty and
fifty who had been babaptizedsizedI1 most of whom had
bbeene en members of mr timesjames fieldinfieldingsla church
so mighty grew the word this being only the
third sabbath in preston mr fielding per-
secuted and called the elders thieves sheep
stealerssteamersste alers ac acknowledging tthemit em good judgjudgeses
having stolen all the best OFof his flock sister
dawson a widow kindly received the elders
into her house and lodged7

them which was a
greatgrat blessing to the brethren as they were
quite destitute most of the people extremely
poor and lodgings scarce while they went from
househouge to house as invited to procure their daily
meals

elder kimball havingcavino0 received a letter from
mr richards inviting him to preach in hishia
chapel repaired to Walker fald where he was
most hospitably received and the day folfollowinglowin 9
preached three times in mr richards pulpit

elders goodson and richards baptized five at
bedford among whom and the first was mrs
ann braddock a widow who was obliged to
support her family by her industry yet 8shebe re-
ceived the elders and lodged them

tuesday the quorum of high priests
organized at far west missouri this day

TimotimothythyRJR matthews having investigated tho
work acknowledged

1
ed the truth and having pre-

viously borne testimonyof the same to his church
in public and urge 1 them to gotro forward agreed
with goodson and richards to meet them on the
bank of the river ouse one hour before sun
set and be baptized the hour and the elders
arrived but mr matthews was not there he had
one out in the country to preach elder kim-

i
agn
allI1 preached on monday and wednesday eve

ningaaings inin mr richards chapel at Walker oldfold

and on thursday baptized six individuals mr
matthews baptized himself in the river
and then went to baptizing his people de-
nouncingnoun cing the elders as false teachersteachera andnd the
doctrine of the latter day saints as having
come from hell while he went to preaching11

the
same doctrine baptizing all even infants I1 and
laid on hands for confirmation

charles C rich was ordained president of
the high0

priests quorum inin missouri and
henry dreengreen president of tthehe FIridersders in cald-
well county august the samosame day
elders wilford W woodruff and jonathan H
hale landed at vinalhavenVinal havenhave on north fox
island and commenced preaching

in the augustA number of the advocate I1 pub-
lished the following CAUTION to the brethren and
friends of the church of latter day saints I1
am disposed to say a word relative to the bills
of the kirtland safetyety society bank 15 I1
hereby warn them to beware of speculators

es and gamblers who are duping the
unwary and unsuspecting by palminga upon
them those bills which are of no worthorth herelhere I1
discountenance and disapprove of any and all
such practices I1 know them to be detrimental
to the best interests of society as well as to the
principles of religion

JOSEPH SMITH junior
in this month elder russell succeeded in

establishing0 a small branch in alston england
while I1 was enragedengaged in visiting the churches

inin canada preacepreachingi ing baptizing and blessing
the saints strengthening the things that vierewere
I1 returned to kirtland about the last of augustaugast
and wrote the following letter which I1 sent by
the hand of thomas B marsh

kirtland geaugageaugh county ohio september
ath 1837 joseph smith junior president of
the church of christ of latter day saints iuin
all the world to john corrill and the whole
church in zion senneth greeting blessed be
the god and father of our lord jesus christ
who has blessed you with many blessings0 inin
christ and who has delivered you many times
from the hands of your enemies and planted
you many times in an heavenly or holy place
my respects and loveloie to you all and my bless-
ings upon all the faithful and true hearted in
the new and everlasting covenant and fforas-
much

oras
as I1 have ed for a long time to see

your converse with you instruct
you in those ahithings wwhichhiich have been revealed to
me pertaining ttoingthee kingdom of god in the last
daysi now write unto you offering as an apology
my being bound with the cordson affliction by the
workers

I1

of iniquity and by the taborslabors of the
church endeavoring in all things to do the will
of god for the salvation of the church both in
temporal as well as spirspiritualigual things

Brethbrethrenrein we have waded through a seenescene of
affliction and sorrow thus aarforfar for the will of
god that language isis inadequate to describe
pray ye therefore with awro earnestness for our
redemption you have undoubtedly been in-
formedf by letter and otherwise of our difficult-
ies in kirtland which are now about being sett-
led and that you may have a knowledge of the
same I1 subscribe to you the following minu-
tes of the committee of the whole church in
kirtland the authorities ao referring you to
anmyy brother hyrum and brother thomas B
marsh for further particulars also that you
may know how to proceed to set in order and
regulate tthehe affairs of the church in Zzionions when-
ever they become dorganizeddisorganizedis

minutes of a conference assembled in corncom
nitice of the whole church onSunday the 3rdard

of september 1837 at 9 in the morn-
ing george W robinson was called upon to
take the minutes of the conference sidney
rigdonbigdon then presented joseph smith junior to
the church to know if they still looked upon
and would still receive and uphold him aass the
president of the whole church and the vote
was unanimous in the affirmative president
smith then presented sidney rigdon and fred-
erick G williams as his counselors and to con-
stitute with himself the three first presidents of
the church voted unanimously in the affirm-
ativea except for F G williams which was not
carried president smith then introduced oliver
cowdery joseph smith senior hyrum smith
and john smith for assistant counselors these
last four together with the first three are to
be considered the heads of the church carried
unanimously

voted that newel K whitney hold his office
as bishop and continue to act as such in kirt-
land and that reynolds cahoon and vinson
knight continue to act as counselors to the
bishop the twelve apostles were then pre-
sented one by one when thomas B marsh
david W patten brigham young heber 0
kimball orson P pratt orson

I1 pratt william smith and william E mcclellinMc Lellin
were received unanimously in their apostle
abia luke johnson lyman johnson and john
F boynton were rejected and outcut off though
privilegedr ivil eged with confessing and making satis-
faction elder boynton whowho was the only onoone
presentpresent at the time arose and endeavored to
confess justifying himself in his former con-
duct lyby reason of the failfailureare of the bank ac

his conduct was strongly protested by elder
brigham young in a plain and energetic man-
ner stating various reasons why he could not
receive him into fellowship until a hearty re-
pentancepen tance and confessconfession10 n was manifesteds ed

elder young was followed by elder marsh
who acquiesced in testimony and resoresolutionsresolutionlutio ns
president rigdon then addressed the assembly
showing the cause of the difficulty with elders
boynton and johnson in leaving their calling
to attend to other occupations elder boynton
again arose and still attributed his difficulties
to the failure of the bank stating that he un-
derstoodderstood the bank was instituted by the will of
god and he had been told that it should never
fail let men do what thetheyy would president
smith then arose and stated that if this had
been declared no one had authority from him
for so doing for he had always said that un-
less the institution was conducted on ririghteousC

oteous
principles it would not stand A vote was then
taken to know if the congregation was satisfied
with Boyn tons confession carried in the ne-
gative conference adjourned for one hour

conference assembled at ai2 in the
afternoon opened by reading singing and
prayer the president then arose and said he
would call noonupon the church to know if they
were satisfied with their high council and
should proceed to name them individually
john johnson joseph coe joseph kingsbury
and martin harris were objected to also john
P green but his case was putpui over until he
should bobe present noah packard jared car-
ter samuel ff smith were voted to retain
their office oliver granger henryg sherwood
william marks fayhemayhew hillman harlow redf-
ield asahel smith phinehas richards and
david dort were chosen to fill the places of
those objected to and thomas grover having
moved west john smith chosen one of the
presidents of the church and orson johnson
havingC

been excluded from the church all
having belonged to the high council

the president then called upon the con-
gregationgregation to know if the recently adappointedphinted
presidents of the seventies should stand in
their calling voted that john gaylord james
forsterF salmonsalougeeLou geeGeo daniel S miles joseph
young josiah butterfield and levi hancock
should retain their office as presidents of the
seventies john gould was objected the
president then arose and made some remarks
concerning0 the former presidents of the seven-
ties the ccallings and authorities of their priest-
hood ao ac voted that the old presidents
of the seventies be referred to the quorum of
high priests and also that if any members of
the quorum otof the seventies should be
dissatisfied and would not submit to the present
order and receive these last presidents that
they should have power to demand their license
and they should no longer be considered mem-
bers of the church conference closed by
prayer by the president

JOSEPH SMITH junior president
GEORGE W ROBINSON clerk

dear brethren oliver cowdery has been in
transgression but as he is now chosen as one
of the presidents or counselors I1 trust that he
will yet humble himself and magnify his call-
ingin but if he should notnos the church will soon
be under the necessity of raising their hands
against him therefore pray for him david
whitmer leonard rich and others have been
in transgression but we hope that they may be
humblehamble and ere long make satisfaction to the
church otherwise they cannot retain their
standing therefore we say unto you beware of
all disaffected characters for they come not to
build up but to destroy and scatter abroad
though we or an angelangel from heaven preach ananyy
other gospel or cintrintroduce0duce an order of things
other than those things which ye have rece ivedA
are authorized to receive from the first presi-
dency let him be accursed may god almighty
bless you all and keekeeplyouyou unto the cominocoming
and kingdom of our lordrd and savior jesus
christ

yours in the bonds of the new covenant
JOSEPH SMITH junior

I1 received the following revelation given at
kirtland ohio september ath 1837 making
known the transgression of john whitmer and
william W phphelps verily thus saith the
lord unto you my servant joseph myM servant

I1john whitmer and william W Pphelpsit bips have
done those things which are not pleapleasingsing

i

in
iin my

sight therefore if they repent not they shall bee
removed out of their places amen

JOSEPH SMITH junior
september ath the high council of kirtland

wiwithdrewahdrew the hand of fellowship from uriah
and lydia ann hawkinshawking for unlawful mat-
rimonyrimony deceiving and unchristian like con-
duct I1

september ath the high council of kirtland
met in the lordsloras house and organized by
electing jared carter president and phinehas

1

richards clerk the members elected on the
1

3rdard were ordained and drew for their namnumbersbers
and the whole wokewere arranged as follows john
P green no 1 asahel smith no 2 samuel H
smith 3 mayhew hillman 4 william marks I1

5 noah packard 6 oliver granger 7 david
dort 8 jared carter 9 phinehas richards 10

I1

henry G Shsherwoodorwood 11II11 and harlow redfield
12 i

sunday Sepseptember 2 01 clock afternoon
in assimassemblybly of0 the church vain the lordslorda house
kirtlandKirttand president ati

11
don resadeac ohp rules and

L

regulations of the house of the lord as passedpas sed
by the different quorums on the of janujanuaryary
1836 when the church voted to receive the
same and be governed by them

ththa minutes of the high council of the ath
instant readaread afterfEer whichch those of the
twelve who were diefel lowshippedped the prpreviousevious
sabbath had opportunity to speak and luke I1

johnson lyman johnson and john F boyn-
ton made their confessions and were received
into fellowship by vote of the church also to
rotretainain their apostleship president smith read
a letter from elder marsh to the church stating
that before he started from missouri he had rre-
ceived satisfaction from these elders elder
young also stated the same high concounseloruse lor
john P green made some confessions to the
church stating wherein he had been wrong for
a short time past5ast and the church voted thatbat he
be received into fellowship and retain his offi-
ce

president rigdonri9don made some observations
upon the business transacted last sabbath re-
provingprovi dr some for the conjectures they had re-
spectingspeckingspec tingg president smith and himself conniving
togethert0 retI1 ber to remove certain individualsIs from
office ac or at least to use their in
so to do this he informed them was a mistake
for not one wordvord had passed between themthein 0onn
the subject neither had he a premeditated
thought upon the subject president smith then
corrected some mistakes of certain indiindividualsvisualsvi duals
and which had been circulated by them con-
cerningberning what he had said on the last sabbath
the lords supper was administered by eldersciders
luke and lyman johnson and john boynton

G W ROBINSON clerk
when a lying spirit is abroad it isia difficult

for truth to be understood
at a conference of the authorities of the

church and of the saints in the house of the
lord at kirtland september bishop N
K whitney said the time had arrived when it
became necessary for him to travel and
necessarily mustewt have an agent to act in his
absence agreeably to the provisions made in the
revelations ac and nominated william marks
who was elected agent to the bishop by unani-
mous vote george W robinson was unanimous-
ly elected general church recorder in place of
oliver cowdery who had removed to0 alimissouriouri
after lakingtaking into consideration the situation of
zion and thetide church in general the conference
decided that it was of great importance to the
cause of truth in general and the prosperity of
tha work that the bishop and hisbis counselorscounselors
send abroad their memorial to all the saints
throughout the land as well as to all well wish-
ers to the cause of zion and that their appeal
go forth in the name and by the authauthorityarity of
the church toco all the saintssainta scattered abroadabr ad

the same evening the elders assembled in
conference in the house of the lord when I1
addressed them on the subject of the gathering
of the in the last days and the duties of
the different quorums in relation thereto it
appeared manifest to the conference that the
places appointed for the gagatheringtherin of the saints
were at this time crowded to ovoverflowingerflowing and
that it was necessnecessaryiry that there be more stakes
of zion appointed in order that the poor might
have a place to gathorgather to wherefore it was
moved seconded and voted unanimously that
president joseph smith junior and sidney
rigdon be requested by this conference to go
and appoint other stakes or places of gathering
and that they receive a certificate of their ap-
pointment

p
signed bbyy the clerk of the church

elder william marks wh had previously
been appointed agent to the bishop eingbeing call-
ed upon arose and said that he would comply
with the request of the church and the lord
being his helper he would discharge the duties
thereof to the best of his ability after which
the elders present who were in a situation to
travel were called upon to number rhemsthemselveselves
and there were numbered one hhundredaadred anandd ninenine
and they were divided into eight companies inin
the following order number one to thirteen call
ed the first company were appointed to traveltraveI1
east no 13 to 266 wewerere to travel south east
no 26 to 39 south no 39 to 5251 south west
no 52 to 65 west no 65 to 7788 north west
no 78 to 91 north no 91 to north east
ivefive beinobeing6 left after this divisdivisionsdivisionionNKNo wwas8
aappointedpa anted to travel with the company going
south east no with the compcompanyany
sosouthU th east with the north cocompanyin pany
itt was further appointed that those who might
desire to travel a different course from the one
which was appointed to the division to which
theyhey belonged might have the privilege of

changing with one of another division and
lastlyantly it was appointed that the different divi-
sions hold their own meetings to make suchstich
arrangements as they shallhall think proper in re-
lation to their journeying

aoagreeablet to the vote of the conference 0on
the 1jtb bishop whitney and council ismuelissued
theirheir memorial from kirtland ohio septem-

berer 1837 to the saints scattered abroad
the bishop and his counselors of kirtland send
greeting

whereas the church in kirtland has taken in-
oto0 consideration the affairs of the latter daydav
saints in general having opportunities of mak-
ingng themselves acquainted with the situation of
the saints throughout the continent together
with very flattering prospects of the prosperity
of the cause of god in our land and also of the
peculiareckhar condition of the city of kirtland
whichchich is a kind of first fruits otof the cities which
thehe lordfiord has berunbegun

9
to build unto himself in

these last days it has been deemed of great imun
to tthehe prosperity of the cause of truth

inn general that the bishop and his counselors
send abroad this their memorial to all the saints
throughout0 out the land as well as to all well wish-
ers to the cause of zion in this our most happy
countryauntry
it is a fact well known that the saints in I1

been
a great fight of affliction for the truths sake I1

j

aaiandd to bear a heavy burden in order that the
foundation of thothe kingdom of god might be laid
on a sure and certaincertai bases so that the pro I1

F
aphetichbetic vision of daniel might most certainly be
fulfilled that this kingdom might break in
pieces all other kingdoms and stand for ever 1

I1

the exertions of the enemy to prevent this 1

have been very greatreat and through their greatgre a1

exertions they Tavehave given to twethe saints gregreatt
trouble and caused them much expense in
addition to this they have had to publish the
word of the lord which has been attended
with great expense these together with build-
ing the hohouseuse of the lord have embarrassed
them very much for when subscriptions failed
they went on and accomplished the work of
building the house themselves plightingalightingplighting all
that they had property credit and character
and by these means accomplished this great
work which is the wonder and admiration of the
world this they have done in faith believing
that as the multitude of saints increased thithatt
their Uberaliberalitylity would abound towards tbthoseose
who regarding9 nothing but the salvation of the

I1

I1

0 f 1

r I1 1

world have thus exposed ihmthemselvesives tota ruin
in order that the work of the gathering might
not fail and besides all this there have been
a large number of poor who have had to receive
assistance fram thehe donations of the church
which hahavehatete tended to increase its embarrass
ments and now so numerous are the saints
grown that it is impracticable for them all to
fagatherher to the places which are now aappointed
forr this purpose

thehe church in kirtland has therefore re-
quireded at the hand of our beloved brother
josephjoselah smith junior and sidney rigdonbigdon men
who have not thought their lives dear arito them
in order that the cause of god might be
estaestablishedblushedbli shed presidents whom god has ap-
pointed to preside over the whole church and
the persons to whom this work belongs that
they should go forth and lay off other stakes
of zion or places of gathering so that the poor
may have a place of refuge or places of refugeref bigej
in the day of tribulation which is coming swift-
ly

t
on the earth all these things will be atten-

ded with expense feeling ourselves under
greatrereat responsibility by virtue of our ozeeoffice and
calling in the church of god we present this
our memorial to all the saints making a most
solemn appeal to the feelings benevolence and
philanthropy of all the saints into whose hands
this our mem in faith aridand con-
fidencefi that this appeal will not be made in
vainvain

it is the dixefixed purpose of our godigod and hashaa
been so from the beginning as appears by the
teltestimony of the ancient prophets that the
great work of the last days was to be ac-
complishedcomplis hed by the tithing of his saints the
saintssainta were required to bring their tithes into
the store house and after that not before they
wewerere to look for a blessingbles sinal that there should
not be room enough to receive it see malachi
3rdard verse our then
the saints is founded on the best of testimony
that which no saint will feel to gainsay3 but re-
joice to obey the saint of gad will rejoice
inin alla11 that thu lord does and in doing all that
the lord requires the sacrifice of righteous-
ness which the lord requires will be offered
Vwith a willing heart and ready mindamind audand with
great joy because they are accounted worthy
tot offer up sacrificeflee for his name

in makingmaking this appeal to the benevolence of
the saints ofOF god we do not only take intoitconsideration the situation of the poor the
embarrassmentsembarrassments of the stake of kirtland but
also their own interests for every saint has an
equal interest in building up the zion of ouroar
god forfor it is afteraf ter the lord has built up zion
that liehe will appear in his glory psalm
16 we all look fforor the appearing of the great
god and our savior jesus christJhrist but we shall
look in vain until zion is built for is to
be the dwelling place of our god when he comesjoijoal 3

I1
21 any one who will read this chachapterp tor

with attention will see that it treats of thethelastlast
days and of the zion of the last days how
then isia the lord to dwell in zion if zion is not
built up this question we leave with the
saints to answer the salvation of the saints
one and all depends on the building0 up of zion
for without this there is no salvatsalvationlon for de-
liverance in the last days is found in zion and
in jerusalem and in the remnant whom the
lord our godshallgod shall call or in other words in
the stakes which he shall appoint joel 2 32
it is in zion where the lordlod istoido create upon
0weryevery dwdwellingellirt 9 place and upon her assemblies
a loudcloud and smoke by day and the shining of a
flaming fire by night it is upon the glory of
zion that there will be a defence atiait is in zion
that there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow
in the day time from the heat and for a place
of refuge and for a covert ffromrom storm and from
rain isaiah 4 5 6 it is upon the walls of
zion where the watchman shall see eye to eye
isaiah 52 8

whatever is glorious whatever is desi-
rable

i
whatever pertains to salvation either

temporal or spiritual our hopes our expecta-
tions our glory and our reward all depend on
our building up zion according to the testimony
of the prophets for unless zion is built par
hopes perish our expectations fail our pros-
pects are blasted our salvation withers and
god will come and smite the whole earth with a
curse hear then 0 ye saints of the last days
and let this our appeal have a favorable re-
ception among you let every saint consider
well the nature of his calling in the last days
and the great responsibility which rests upon
him or her as one to whom god has revealed
his will and make haste not only to the relief
of kirtland bubat also to the building up of zion
let every man and every woman give heed the
very that they embrace the gospel and
exert themselves with energy to send on means
to build up zion for our bod bids us to hastohaste
the building of the city saying the time hasbaa
come when the city must be pushed forward
with unceasing exertions for behold the day
of calamity nigh and unless the saints
speed the buildinga of the city they will not
escape

be admonished then 0 ye saints and let not
covetousness which is idolatry nor worldworldlylr v

ambition hinder you but gather up yyourour 9gold0id
and your silver and all the means you have and
send on to the saints ehg are engaged in this
great work of building0 the zion of god thatthae
there may be a place of refuge for you and for
your children in the day of clodsgods vengeance
when he shall come down on idumea or the
world in his ffuryary and stamp them down in hishia
wrath and none shall escape but the inhabit-
ants of zion what we say unto one we
say unto all haste lt hastebaste and delay not for
the hour of desolation does not linger andwith
all the power that the saints have and with alj44
the diligence0 they can use they will scarcely
escape

the time is not far distant when some of
those who now deride and mock the saints for
devoting their all to buildupbuild up the zion of god
will bless their name for having provided a
city of refuge for them and their children re-
gardlessgardless of the ravings of ungodly priests and
the cockingsmoc kings of a stupid and ignorant people
in the confidence which we have in the good
sense and righteous principles of the multitude
of the saints we send this our memorial in the
name of our master jesus believing that thisthia
appealap eal will be revved with great kindness and I1

wlwill be attended to with untiring perseverance
until the object for which it has been sent shall
be accomplished and inamay the god of all
gracegra0 e pour out his richestr Yblessings on your
heads and crown you with abundance that the
zion of our frfd may flourish and cease not
until the righteousness thereof shall go forth as
thethe light and the salvation thereof as a lamp
which burneth is the praprayeryer of your brethren
in christ jesus

N K WHITNEY
R CAHOON
V KNIGHT


