LIFE OF JOSEPI: SMITH.

The Book of Mormon has made knowd who
[arnel is, upon this eontinens: and while we be-
hold the government of the United Stutes gath-
ering the fndians, nnd locating thum upon
nnds to be their own, how sweet it is to think
:hat they may one day be gathered by the gos-
pel. Our venerable President of these United
States { Andrew Jackson) speaks of the Indians
18 followa:

“The plan of remoring the aboriginal people,
rho yet remaip within thoe settled portions of
the United Stutes, to the country west of the
Migsissippi river, appronches its gonsummation.
[t wns ndl;‘)pted on the most mature considera-
iion of the condition of this race, and ought to
be persisted in till the object is nccomplished,
ind prosecuted with as much vigor aa a juat re-
rard to their circumstanees will permit, and ay
far as their consent can be obtained. All pre-
seding experim-:nts for the improvement of the
[ndizns have failed. It seema now to be an es-
ablished fact, that they cannot live in contact
xith & civilized community and prosper. Ages
of fruitless endeavors huve at length brought
z# to n knowledge of this prineiple of inter-
sommunication with them. The past we can-
not recnll, but the future we can provide for.

Independently of the treaty stipulations inte
which we have entered with the various tribes,
for the usufruetuary rights eeded to us, no one
can doubt the moral duty of the gurernment of
the United States to protect, and if possible, to
preserve, and perpetuate the seattered remnants
5f this race, which are left within our bordera.
[n the discharge of this duty, an cxtensive re-
gion in the west hna been mssigned for their
permanent reaidence. 1t has been divided into
diatriets, and allotted among them. Many
bnve alrendy removed, and others arc prepar-
ing to zo;und with the exoeption of two small
banda, living in Ohio and Indiana, not exceed-
ing fifteen hundred persons: and of the Chero-
seea; nl the trihes on the east side of the Mis-
sissippi, nnd cxtending from Lake Michigan to
Florida, have entered into engagements which
will lead to their transplantation.

The plan for their removnl and re-establish-
meunt is founded upon the knowledge we have

ained of their oharacter nnd habite. and has
hgen dictated by s spirit of enlarged libarality.
A territory excceding in extent that relin-
juished. has been granted to each.tribe. Of
its climnte, fertility, and eapacity to support
an Indian population, the representations are
highly favorahle. To theae districts the Indi-
uns are removed, at the expen<e of the United
States, nnd with certain supplies of clothing,
arms, ammunition, and other indispensable ar-
ticles: they arealso furnished gratuitonsly with
provigions for the peried of r rear nfter their
arrival at their new homes. Inthat time, from
the nature of the country, nnd of the prodaots
raiged by them, thev can subeist themselvea by
agricultura! 1abor, «f they choose to resort to
that mode of life. If they do not, they are on
tha skirts of the grent prairies, where countleas
herds of huffulo roamyand g short time suffices
to ad:apt their own habita to the changes which
i ehange of the animals destined l'or their food
may require.

Ample arranzements have nlan heen made for
the support of achools: in some instances, coun-
eil houses and churches are to he erected; dwel-
lings constructed for the chiefs, ang milla for
cotton use. Funds have bezn sct apart for the
maintenance of the poor; the most necessary
mechanienl arts have been introduced, and
blacksmithe, gunsmiths, wheelwrights, mill-
wrights, &e., nre supported among them.—
Steel and iron, nnd someotimes salt are par-
shased for them; and ploughs and other farm-
ing utenails.

Domestic animals, looms, spinning wheels,
sards, &e., nro presented Lo them; and besides
these heneflicinl arrangemnents, unnuities are in
all cases paid, amounting, in some instanecs,
to more than thivty dollars for ench individual
of the tribe, and in ull enses sufficiently great,
if justly divided and prudently expendel, to
cnable them, in addition to their own exertions,
to live comfortably. And as a atimulue for
exertion, it 18 now provided by lnw, that in afl
cascs of the appointment of interpreters, or
other peraons emnployed for the benafit of the
Indinns, a preference shall be given to perseons
of Indian deacent, if such can glm found, who
nre pfoperly qualified for the dischurge of the
duties.

Such nre the arrangements for the physical
cemfort, and for the woral improvewment of the
Indinny. The neccasary measures for their po-
litiea! advancement, and for theiv separation
from our citizens, have uot been negleeted. —
The pledge of the United States has been given
by Congreas, that the country destined for the
rcdidence of thia people, shall ba forever fge-
cured and gunrantecd to them.” A country
west of Missouri and Arkansas, has been as-
signod to them, into which the iwhite settle-

Half way mensures will answer no purpose.—
"These onnnot successfully contend against the
cupidity of the seller, nnd the overpowering
eppetite of the buyer; and the destructive ef-
fects of the traffic nre marked in ¢very page of
the history of our Indian intercourse.

Some general legislation secems necessary for
the regulntion of the relations which will
exist in this new state of things, hetweon the
government nnd people of the United States,
and those transplanted Indian tribes, and for
the estahlishment among the iatter, and with
their own eonsent, some of the principles of in-
tercommuntcation, which their juxtn position
will eall for; that moral may he substituted for
physical force; the authority of a few, and sim-
ple lawa, for the tomahawk; and that an end
may be put to those bloody wars, whose prose-
cution seetna to have made a part of their social
system. |

After the further detaila of this arrangement
are completed, with o very genera] supervisitn
over them, they ought to be left to the progress
of events. These, | indulze the hope, will se-
cure thoir prosperity and im‘fsrovement; and a
large portion of the moral debt wo owe them

will be paid.

to Congress at the present session.

ments are not to he pushed. No political com-

murities cnn he formed in that extensive re-
gion, except those that are established by the
Indians themselvess or by the United Statas for

them, and with their concurrence. A barrier|

has thus been raised, for their protection
against the encronchmcnts of the citizens, and
gunrding the Indians a3 far na possible, from

those eviis which have brought them to their

present condition.

Sommary authority has been piven by law,
to destroy all ardent spirits found in their coun-
try, without waiting the doubtful result and
slow process of a lega! seizare.

1 covsider the absolute snd unconditional jn-

terdigtion of this artielo, among these people,
as tha firet nd grest step in their ameliorution.

1e addition to the above, we extract the fol-
lowing from the report on Indian affuivs, made
Wa add
and nrrange according to circmmstances, &c.:

The United Nation, Chippewas, Uttowns,

were blessed under the hands of father Smith, | us to be here in this heavenly place in Christ
and wo had a good time. Spent the evening at Jesus; and although much fatigued with the
home. “Inbors of the day. yet my spiritual reward has
Sunday, 10th, attended meating at the nseal been very great indeed. ~Spent the cvening at
kour. Elders Wilber Denton, and J. Salisbu- ; home.
ryv preached in the foremoon; nnd Drothers  Thursday morning, 14th, 9 o’clock met the
amuel and Carlos Smith in the afternoon.—  Hebrew cluss at the school room in the Tewm-
Thoy all did well considering their youth. Ad- ple, and made some arrangements about ony
ministered the sacrament during intermission. nnticipated tencher, Mr. Joshua Seizas, of [{ud-
Elder Martin Harris baptized three. Spent the son, Ubio. I then returned to the council

evening nt hiome. room in the printing office, to meet my col:
Monduy, Ith, there being no achool, I spent leagues who were nppointed with myself, to
the day at home. Many brethren called to see draft rules and regulations to be observed in
me, among whom wns Alvn Beaman, from Gen. the ¢“Ilouae of the Lord,” in Kirtland, built by
eses co., New York, who had cowme to attend thechurch of the Lattor Duy Saints, in the yeat
the soleinn aesembly. I delight in the society ' of our Lord 1834, which are as follows:
of my brethren and fricods, and pray that the| 1Ist. ltis nccording to the rules and reguls?
blessings of heaven nnd earth may be multi- tions of all rezular nnd legally organized %.)odf-
plied upon their heads. |ie3, to have a President to keep order.
Tuesday, 12th, [ called on the Presidency of 34, Tho body thus organized, are unde:
the church, und made arrangements to meet obligation to be in subjection to that ad-
to-morrow at 10 o’clock, n.m., to take into con- ' thority.
siderution the subject of the solemn nssembly.  3d.” When a congregation nssembles in this
This afternoon, a young man ealled to see the ' house, they shall submit to the following rules,
Egvptian manuscripts, which T exhibited; aleo  that due respect may be paid to the order ¢t
brother Joseph Rose introduced to me Rassel| worship; viz:
Wenver, a Christian, or Unitarian preacher, po Ist. Noman shall be interrupted who is ap-
called, from Cambray, New York” We bad pointed to spenk by the Presidency of lﬁé
in
» by laughing,
by talking, by menacing gestuves, by getting up

some iittle controversy on prejadics, but soon; chureh, by any disorderly person or persons
came to an understanding. e spoke of the the congregation by whispering
gospal, nnd eaid he believed it, adding that it,

wag good tidings of great joy. 1replied thatit
wus one thing to proclaim good tidings, nnd

i
and Pottnwatamies, about l[ﬁ)o in numbher, re-
agother to tell what those tidings were. Ie

moved since September, 1334, possess five wil-
lions of ucres of land on the east side of the waived the conversation and withdrew.
Missouri, and lying north west of the north! Wednesday, i3th, nt 10 o’clock I met in
west corner of Miesouri. [All those tribes may council with the Presideney of Kirtland and
be rated at about 7000.] Zion. mamely, Joseph Smith, senior, Sidney
The Choctawa about 19,000 in number, have Rigdon, Byrum Smith, David Whitmer, John
fifteen millions of ncres, lying hetween Red Whitmer, and W. W. Phelps; also the twelro
river and the Canadinn. 19,000 [Apostles, the High Council of Zion, and the
A smsll band of Quapaws, two or three hun-
dred, perhaps, near 95, ncres, hetween (he
weatern boundary of the State of Miasouri, and
the castern boundary of the Qsages.  300.
The Creeks nbout 3 or 4000,ghave thirteen
millions onc hundred and forty thousand acres,
on Arkansas and Canndian rivers. 00
The Seminoles, and other Florida Indians to
the number of say 25,000, included as the own-
ery of the above 13,140,000 ncres. 25,000

and Kirtland, the Presidency of the Seventies,
and many woroe of the elders.
counselors both of Zivo and Kirtland were ab-
gent. The council came to order, sung Adam-
ondi-ahman, and opened by prayer offered up
by Joseph Smith, senior; when [ made somo re-
marks, in my introductory lectare before the
nuthority of the church in genernl terms, lay-
ing Lefore them the business of the day, which

and running out in a disorderly manner, or by
offering indignity to the manaer of!worship, ot
the religion, or to uny officer of said chureh,
while officiating in his office, in any wise whaty
soever, by any display of il manners, or iji
breedin From old or young, rich or poor, malg
or female, bond or free, black or white, be=
liever or unbeliever; and if any of the nbove
insults are effered, snch mensures will be takeu
as are lawful, to punish the reasor, or ug-

High Council of Kirtland, the Bishops of Zion | gressors, and eject them out of the house.

2d. Aninsult offcred to the presiding elder

Some of the|of said chureh, shall be considered an insult to

the whole body; also an insult offered to any of
the officars of said church, while officiating;
shall be considered an insuli to the whole
body. .
3d. All persons are prohibited from goiund
up the stairs in times of worship.
4th. ANl persons are prohibited from ex:

The Cheroxecs. amounting to say 16,000,
have thirteen millions of scres, near the 36 de-
ee of north Intitude. 16,000

The Kickapoos, something lesa than 1000,
have 160,000 acres north of Fort Lenven-
worth. 1000

The Delnwnres, nenrly o thousand, have 2,-
200,000 ucres west and south of the Kickn-
pooa. 1000

The Shawnecs, 12 or 1400, have 1,600,000
acres south side of Kansaa river. 1400

The Ottowns, shout 200, have 30,000 aeres
aouth of the Shawnees. 2

The Weas, Pinkeshaws, Teorin, and Kashas-
kins, say 500 in all, have 260,000 acres south
of the Shawnees. 00

The %enecas and Shawnees, say 500, have
100,000 nceres on the western boundaries of the
State of Missouri. 500

Of the native tribes west of the Mississippi,

the report is sz follows:
Sioux, - - - 27,000
loways - - 1,200
Saes of, the Missouri, - 500
Omnhas, - - 1,460
Ottoes nnd Missougias, - 1,600
Pawnees, - - 10,000
Camanches, - - 7,000
Mandans, - - 15,000
Minatures, - - 15,000
Assinaboins, - - 8,000
Crees, - - - 3,000
Groy Ventres, - - 3,000
Crows, - -s - 4500
Quapaws, - - 450
Caddoes, - - - %2,000
Poneas, - - - 800
Arickarees, - - 3,000
Cheyenines, - - 2,000
Bluokfact, - - 30,000
Foxes, - - - 1,600
Anepnhag, Kioways, &e., 14,000
Osuges, - - - 5,120
Kanzas, - - - 1471
Saos, - - - 4,800

The joy that we shall feel in common with
every honest American, und the joy that will
eventunlly 6l their bosoms on account of ns-
tionalizing them, will be glory enough when it
comes to show, that gathering them to them-
seives, and for themsclues, to be associated with
theniaelves, i8 & wise measure, nnd retlects the
highest honor upon our government. May thay
ali be gathered in peace, aod form a happy
union amOnﬁthemselvea, to which thousands
m:}g shout, Esto perpefua.” {

hursday, 7th, attended n sumptuous feast at
bishop N. K. Whaitney’s. This feastwns after
the order of the Soa of God; the lame, the halt,
and blind were invited, nccurding to the in-
struction of the Savior. OQOur meeting wig
opened by singing, and prayer by father Smith;
after which bishop Whitnoy’s father and moth-
er, nnd n number ¢f others, were blessed with
a patrinrehnl blessing. We then received a
hountiful refreshment, furnished by the liberal-
its of the bishop. The company was large,
and befors we partook, we had some of the
gongs of Zion sung; and our hearts were made
glad while pnrtaking of an antipast of those
jovs that will be poured upon the heads of the
saints when they nre pgathered together on
oo Mount Zion, to enjoy each others society
forevermove, even nll the hlessings of heaven,
when there will be none to molest or make us
afraid. Returned homne nod spent the evening. |

Friday, 8th, spent the day in the Hebrew
sehaol, nnd made rapid progreas in our studies.
The plastering and fl.l'{f finishing on the out-
aide of the Lord’s lTouse was commenced on,
the 2d November, 1833, and finished this day.|
The job wns let to Artemas Millet and Lorenzo |
Young, at one thonsand dollars. Jacob Bump;
took the job of plastering the inside of the
house throughous at fifteen hnndred dollars,
nnd commenced the same on the 9th of Nov-
ember last. He is still continuing the work,
notwithstanding the inclemency of the wea-
thor.

Saturdny, 9th, attended sehool in the fore-
noon; about L1 o’clogk received the follow'mgl
note:

Thas snith the voice of the Spirit to me, if!
thy brother Josepk Smith, junior, wiil attend
the feast at thy house this day (at 12 o’clock)
the poor and the lame will rejoice at hia pres-|
ence, and also think themselves honored.

Yours in friendship nnd love.

Jan. 9, 1836. » K. W. (Whitney.)

I dismissed the achool in order to attend tothis
polite invitation,with my wife, father,and moth.
er. A large congregation assembled; a number|

up-|

*The agent has roported thees [ndians at
wards of 2000.

{nominated by the Bishop and seconded by the

wis to supply some deficiencies in the Bishop’s ploring the house, except waited upon by a

Council in this place; also in the High Coun- | person nppointed for that purpose.

cil. 5th. Aﬁ?persons ire prohiI;sited from poing
After some query upon the most proper mnn- |into the several pulpits, except the olficers

ner of proceeding, elder Vinson Knight was|who are appointed to officiate in the same.

4th. All parsons are prohibited from cutting?

Presidency. The rote wns then enlled from the | tnarking, or warring the inside or outside of

| Presidency and earried; next from the High|the house with a knife, pencil, or any other

Council of Zion, and carried; from the Twelre, | instrument whatever, under
and earried; from the council of the Seventy, ulty as the inw shall intlict. :
end carried; from tho Bishop of Zion and his| 7th. All children ave prohibited from as:
couneil, and carried; and elder Koight wans re- | sembling in the house, above or below, or amy
caived by the universal voice and consent of all | purt of it, to play, or for recreation, nt an
the authority of the church, ns a counselor in | time; and all parents, guardinns, or masters,
the Bishop’s conmcil in Kirtland, te fill the|shall be amenable for all dumage that shail
place of elder Hyrum Smith, who had been accrue in comsequence of thoir childrens’ mig:
ordiined to the Presidency of the High Council| conduct.

pain of such pen:

of Kirtland. Elder Knight wns then ordain-  8th. All

ersong, whether belisvers or unbe:
cd under the hunds of bishop Newel K. Whit- lievers, shal

ho treated with due respeet by the

‘ney to the office of high priest, und Bishop’s, authorities of the church.

counselor. | oth. Notlmposition shail be practised upop

Council adjourned for one hour hy singing !any member of the church by depriving them of
“Comu let us rejoice,” &o., nnd assembled their rights in the honse. Council adjourned
again at one o’clock, p.m. John P. Green was |sine die.
nominzted and seconded by the Presidency, 5. Deturned home and spent the afternoon.~-
member of the High Council of Kirtland, and | Towards evening, President Cowdery returnea
cnrried by the unanimous voice of all the au-|from Columbus, the capitol of the State. I
thority of the charch, to supply the place of|could spend but little time with him, heing ur-
Presigent Q. Cowdery, who hud been elected to|der obligation to attend at Mrs. Wilcox’s, to
the Presidency of the ligh Council of: Kirtland.{ join Mr. John Webb and Mrs. Catherine Wilcoh
Eider Thomas Grover waa eleated in like man- |in matrimony; also Mr. Thomas Carrico and
nery o counselor in tho High Couneil, to filliMiss Elizahoth Baker at the srme place, all
the vacancy oceasioned by Luke Johnson’s hav- | which I performed in my usual style, in the
ing been ordained one of the Twelve Apoatles.! midst of a large assembly. We theapartook n
Elder Noah Packnrd was elected to supple the:some refreshment, and our hearts were mad;
place of Syivester Smith, who had becn ordain- | glad with the ruit of thevine. This is aceor,
edto the Presidenc{ of the Seventy, n memberi ding to the pattern set by our Savior himself,
of the ITigh Council of Kirtland. Elder John|and we feel disposed to patronize all the insti-
E. Pags was nominated, but being abscnt, his | tutions of heaven. £
name was dropped. Elder Joseph Kiugsi)ury' .
was unnnimously chosen a High Counszelor in]
iirtland, to supply tho vacancy oconsioned by
Orson Pratt’s being ordained one of the Twelve
Apostles. Elder Samuel Jaimes was onani-
mously chosen n member of the High Council
of Kirtland, in place of Joseph Smith, senior.

The newiy eleeted counselors were then eall-
ed lorward in order ng they were elected, and
ordained under the hands of Presidents Rig-
don, Joseph Smith, junior, and Hyrum Smith,
to the High Priesthood, and counselors in this
stake of Zion. Mnny great and glorions bless-
inga were pronounced upon the heads of these
counselors by President Rigdon, who was
spokesmnn on the occasion.

The council next proceeded to supply the de-
ficicneies in the Zion High Council, oceasionad
by the nbeence of counselors John Murdock
and Solomon Hancock; and siders Alva Beaman
and Isnac McWithy were appointed to serve as
counselors in the High Council of Zion for the
time being. Elders Nathaniel Miliken and
Thomas Carrico were n{npointed by unanimous
vote to officiate ns door keepers in tho House of
the Lord.

Prosidents Joseph Smith, junior, Sidney Rig-
don, W. W. Phelps, Duavid Whitmer, and Hy-
rum Smith, were appointed to draft rules and
regulations to govern the ilouse of the Lord.—
By tho unanimous roice of the whole a3sembly,
motioned, seconded and carried unarimously,
that no whigpering shafl beallowed in our eoun-
cils or assemblics, nor nny one allowed (except
he i called upon, or asks permission) to speak
loud upon any consideration whatever; und no
man shull be Interrupted while speaking, unless
he is speaking out of place; and every man
shall be nliowed to speak in his turn. Elder
Miliken objected to officiate in the Hlouse of the

ord, ns door-keeper, on account of his health,
nnd was seleascd by the voice of the assembly.
The minutes-of the council were thon read, and
gouueil adjonrned until Friday, 15th instant, at
9 a.m., at the weat school room in the upper
part of the Temple.

President S. Rigdon requested to have some
of the Preaidency la¥ lheir%nnds upon him and
rebuke a savero afMiction in the fave, which
troubles him most at night. Elders H. Smith
and D. Whitmer, by my request, luid bards up-
on him and prayed for him, and rebuked hig
disease in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ;
the whole assembly responded amen. Elder D.
W. Patten requested our prayersin bebalf of
his wife, that she might be healed- I offered
up a prayer for her rocovery, aad the assembly
responded amen. President Rizdon arose and
mnde some very appropriate remarks touching
the endowment, and dismissed the nssembly by
prayer.

This has been ene of the best days that I ever
spent; there has been an entire union of Jfeelin
expressed, in all our proceedings this day; an
the Spirit of the God of lsrael has rested upon
ns in mighty power, and it has boen good for

!




