George S. May P. 0. Box 2, Fair Oaks, California 95628

September 14, 1973

Dear Carrollt

have your letter of the 10th. Sorry my Jagt epintle got canzht
in the postal machine. I understand the i.U. ig having somne
problems with their automated set up. ;

You asked for censul reading on Timothy selknap of Ohio in 1050

trownhelm Twe, Lorain County

14AG-1512 Timothy pselKnap N g8 farmer $1000 lass
Candace LI O 1 PR
Royal 4 3ni3om " New York
%1". Edward 7 " 29“1 “ n "
Sally Lrown 1301 uhlo
' 6 1A~ mahE -G-;‘_&ou. & Nﬁﬂ.
perry Tws, Lawrence County, Ohio [y & 1T e
29-30 Stephen Chatfield 34 | carpenter New York
Sarah s 30 Qhio
Susanaa I 12 T 3
George R Ly 10 "
Loulsa " 3 "
36-37 Roswell Chatfield 32 . boatman Ohio
Luecinda ¥ 28 Ky
George W. ) g Ohio
Ulean b 7 m 1
Charlea W " 3 s
susan ) 3 "
Lidia Y 3 "
Lartha 4 6/12 i1
ho-41 5. D. Chatfield Ba m farmer New York
Elizabeth R " I} : Uhio
Samuel K % 2y i
David R 3 8 g "
mary K 5 6 n
Alanson? A i, 1im 1t
47-48 Seth Chatfield 29 farmer Chio
Amanda fi 27 y Ky
william H " % Chio
Henry & ¢ 1 "
Abraham G Friend 17 laborer Ky

5856

William Webb age

o6 farmer; wife hary Webbj childremi

Marietta 5 and Susamnna l; and Larietta Chatfield age 26,

all born Ohlo.
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April 17, 1970

Dear Miss Gray:
In checking our grantee Deed Index, I
=
find in Feb. 19, 1825 , a Timotﬁy Belknap
purchased 55 acres in the Town of Cambria,
from the Holland Land Company

Niagara County/ In Aug. 1, 1831 a Samuel
&FENQ&LQ

s{ﬁQLS Belknap purgchased the same piece of land
from Timothy Belknap, and in Oct. 13, 1835
Timothy Belknap purchased the same plece
of land back, all these transactions were
in the Town of Cambria.

Sincerely

Hazel White, searcher.
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Geerge May from CYB 2773

I'm most grateful for your memo en Obio oensus data, It solves one preblem: whether
or not Timothy Belknap had a wife named Candace, and when she was born. Age 5l in
1850 census confirms a previously questionable date in 1799 for her birth. . . but
nakes still herder the task of identifying the maternal parentage of Timothy's
ohildren, for whom I have what must be reliable birthdates from 2 family bible.

If born in 1799, Candace could not have been mother of ohildren born 1809 & 1811,
And could not bhave been Timothy's wife in 1320 and 1830, for ocensuzes for those
yeare sjow a wife much older than Candace oould have bean.

To make it still mere complex, I'd found indioations that Timothy also had a wife
Mary !t\munknwn to his descendants,

If I ever gat the faots set up in sensible fashien, I may ask your judgment en
peesible interpretstien, '
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Sept 27 1973

Mr I Riohard Reed
County Historian, Klagara County
Lookpert, N. Y. 14094

Jear My Reed!

In Merch, you kindly nelped me on my search for information about the Timothy
Belknap who was in Cambria in 1820 and 1830.

May I now lapose furiher on your courtssy by asking still another question?
Could a Timothy Bslknap said to bave been at Clarence, in what 1s now
Brie County, be the same man as tha one shown at Cambria in thel 1820
and 1330 geasua?

Behind this question is thatfact that I don't imow when Lrie County waas set off
from (I beiievé) what was originally Niagara County.

if Clarence was Zheliidgra County in 1820 and 1830, do you have asparate
census figures for the village of Clarence in those years?

I'm guessing that perbaps the village of Clarence may have been in what was
then the Touwn of Cambria. Is this guess cerreot?

GCordlally,
CIB:



Hareh 19 1973

Xr I Richard Reed
County Historlan, Nlagara County
LoOolkport, B, Y, 109k

Dear Mr Reed:

I'm most desply grateful for all the effort you made to find an answer to

Ry query about Timothy Belknap. I'm writing to Mrs Gentner, Cambria, as

you suggest. And I note with pleasure your menticn of Gladw Gray of
Reneva. Her ocontaot with your office was on my behalf. For morethan

five years this rather extraordinary woman bas tirelessly alded me in ay

work on prepariing a Belknap genealogy. She is the best all-"round eource of
informaticn about western New York, in the early 1800's, that I've ever found.

On the chance that you may some day find something that might help me, I think
1 should mention some ways in which my files differ from what was sald in your
letter -« so that you can correot any errors in thea.

Census records: I attaoh oopy of census data sent to me by an experisnced
searcher, who got the Anformation from records (microfilmed, I believe) at
the Morson ohuroh genealogioal library it Los Angeles. It shows Timothy at
Cambria in 1820 and also in 1830. 1In each ysar, the detail on members of the
household agrees with the known birthdates of his ohildren.

t The County Clerk's office gave you, apparently, the dates of
recording, which are not alvays the same as the dages of transactions. From my
copies of the deeds, I can give the record like this:

1822 == Timothy bought land from a syndicats, headed by the Willinks of
Ams terdam, NY.
1825 == Ho sold 40 aores of that land to Moses Beach.
1831 -~ He #80ld the rest of it to his son Samuel F Belknap (and is
not known to have owned any land in the next three years).
1835 == His son Samuel F and wife Mary, then living in Birmingham, Ohio,
sold baock that land 20 Timothy.
1835 == Same day, Timothy sold the land to William Curtis.

Both of the 1835 deeds were dated 13 Oct 1835 and were recorded that ssme day.
The first of the two was not from Timothy and wife Mary but to Timothy froa
Samnel and Samuel's whfe Mary. So it gives us no aid on name of Timothy's
wife.

As no wife i9 named on the 1831 deed, it seems that his wife (presumably the
fomale 26-45 in 1820 census and 40-50 in 1830 aensus) died betweem the dats
of census=-taking in 1830 and laug 1831 (the date of the 1831 deed).

Cordially,
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1% #ab Lot No. 16 - Township 14 - Rapge B - 55 acres.

Wilhelm Willink, Hendrlck Vollennaven, Butger Jan Schéimel-
Pennenek, Wilhelm Willink the younger, Jan Willink, the
Younger Son of Jan, Cornelis Volienhaven - all.of

2 imsterdam, Holland - by Jacob Otto, their attorney, to
1. TIRGEN  BELINRE

(I -

Being part or parcel of a certaln township which on a
map or survey of diverse tracts.or townships of land of
the sald partiss of the first, part mafle for the proprictors
by Joseph Ellicbtt, surveyar, distingulsked zs
Townshic 14 in the 8th range'= east pari of lot H16 =
and bounded on the
East - by lot #8 - 39 chEins, 7L ldnks (2,433 feet)
south - by Lot #16 = 1§ chalns, 86 links  (981')
west = being & line parsllel to the enst bounds of
saeid lot #16 = 3% egoaias, 72 1ind

north 2 Town: #15 = 13 rchaind, 186 Liays
/SW é\i containing 55 acres.
0

¥ 1 Augunt, <3551 TMmethy Belknap to Samuel F. Belknap

=600

(6 ~ &5}

e TIHOTET BELENAR
: excepting poritlen glreandy ¢0ld by Timothy to Modes
¥ 7 -

Beach.

? _ (40 acres Included in sale)by Rixzmikyxhs
3 _ Saruel te Timothy)
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March 19 1973

Hrs Vernette Genter
4280 Churoh Road
lookpory, N, Y.

Dear Nrs Gentany

The Niagara County Historian, !Mry Resd, has suggested that you may be able to

help me on a geneological problem -~ the name of the wife of Timothy Belknap

who lived in Cambria from 1822 to 1835.

There is reason to believe that she died in Cambris between the date of

census-taking in 1830 and 13 Oot 1831, when the name of a wife doss not dppear
juksidsnsaadit sale of land by Timothy. Houwever, it is possible that shedied between
on a deed for 1820 and 1825,

In letters written by some of her descendants in the sarly 1900's her name
is given variously: iAnnis == Candis -- Candsoe, Maidde sunname, unknown.

Iahanhomatgntctulfwwndmomnn.
Very truly yours,
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TIMOTHY BELENAP
J & {Cambrie only)

Us 8. Cenaus, 1820 - Niagpa Oounty, New York
Page 170A - Cambria

Elisha Bellmap - males: 3 under 10§ 1, 10-16; 1, R6-45, PFemales: 1 wnder
103 1, 26=45. 1 in agriculture.
Page 1724 = Cambria

~ thy Billlmap -~ males: 21 under 101 1, 10-163 1, 26~45. Femalest
1 unsﬂ'i %1“1-23—, 46. 1 in agrisulture,

Us 8. Census, 1830 - Niagers County, New York =
Page 316 - Cambrias

< m.bam - Males: 21, 0~185; 1, 15~R203 1, 20«30; 1, 40«80, Females:
2, 5-10; 1, 10-15; 1, i5~-20; 1, 40~80. :

Us S, Census, 1840 - ¥Nlagara County, New York

Page 25 - Canmbria
Rdward H, Belknap - majesi I, 20-30, Pemales: (Nome)
e R
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T0: John A Sherman 6740% Franklin Plage, Hollywood, Galifornia 90028
FROM: Carroll Belknap July & 1970

Recently I received, from my most helpful correspondent, the record of land transaotiona
in Cambria, Nigara Co, NY, 1825 and 1835 by a EEREERS Timothy Belknap and bls son
Samuel F Belknap. The initial "F" proved to stand for YEXEXEE "Forace,” pne pf the
pany misspellings of Forrls, Forifi, Forest. 2

This led me to tackle the neglected task of dealing with the many questions raised in your
letters, One ouvoms is the attached sheet showing a proposed revision of Henry W Belknap's
records == fgr your conaideration, 1 sball do nothing more with it until I hear from you.

Meanwhile, in this memo, I'1l try to indicate my conckusions and the reasons for them,

The tentative goncluaions can be summarised briefly:

John IIT (bwother of Forris) had two older brothers, Eli and Timothy,

His brother INE Timothy was very probably the Timothy at Cambria 1825 and 1835,

The Timothy shown in list of deeds, Oneida Co., was probably this same protheri

and the Eli in that list was probably the brother Ell.

<= The John who sold the lot at Les, oneida Cpunty, te Forris was probably the
father == John II, Oneida Co.

- The John shown ix in the Orantee list 1849, 1859, 1863; and in the Grantor list
1852, 1852, 1859, 1864, 1870; was probably John 1II == and Sarah 4 in 1871 was
probably his widow, =gl e : g -

—- The wife of brother ELi was named Lydia =eswe,

it

Before talking about these findinge (surmises?), I should dispose of the Johns in
Henssalaer CO in early 1800's.

Renssalaer (0.

The persistent tradition conneoting John II with Renssalasr County seems to have been
a red herring, Certainly it led HWB into obvious errors.

There is plain evidence in HWE's records that the Jobn Belknap at Stephen Town , Census 1800,
was the one from EEATARENRLOOUIENTEL Now Braintree, Mass., and that the Asa and Kl

on adjoining IXNREN farms in that year wera his sons. (HWB was misled into thinking that
this Eli was the son XXX oI John\'iai".}

The John at Hassau , Census 1810, was ely the one from New BEraintres, Moxtxckiiomkxx
with a aseond and younger wife. WW

Wo'}"—-— Nﬁ

None of the other John Belknaps in this county, Census 1810 or 1820, could have been John II,
Af the ages shown are even approximately correct,

thought the John who married Lugy Peck was John I, &s he did not know of John IL,

W‘w
sasms.such nope-TIXulyy—i—think. ) ;Yo

"

\
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She Iwo Older Brothers

I have no priginal-source evidence that Jobn IIT had two older brothers, B4 and Timothy.

But there seem t0 be s number of reasons for regarding this as probatle. For example:
records

*Morris Belknap, ﬂﬂpnmw at Holland, Mass., noted that JOHN, son of John I, was

mithux shown either as "3rd son" or as “John 3rd." He thought the notation meant

3rd son, end left am ty lines for twe unknown older sons,

R
* The :ﬁrralpondmt who named Eli and Timothy to HWB and gave birth dates forAXN&I sald
they wefs born at Wales «~ which would explain why ne MEMMKRE , INXNENM 4in Helland
records. This ocorrespondent, a Mrs Patrick, hown
seens to have been reliable on many AEINTN points on entries, though she had no
record of John II and thought Eli and Timothy were sons of John I, (She did not know
of the other ahildres :John e‘_!_-h?iﬁﬂl Whua. mriﬂo)

Pt

* The birth dates Mrs Patrick gave for Eli and Timothy are plausible datea for ohildren
born before John III == if John II married Lavina Brock not later than 1779,

* &% A Timothy with the ssme birthdate shown by ERAXREEEZIXEKXEEN Mre P ck was reported
indepeéadently by another oorrespondent, with notations indicating probale relationship
to the Woodstook family and to Forris.

% An Eli and a ©x Timothy appear in land transactions in Oneida Co. in same period as

Forris and A a John who seems likely to be John II, J say "Jokn II" because the

lot in Lee was bought from Jotham Wordem in 1803, when John III would have been only 19.
o gether,

*In,deed showing names of Eli and Timothy Ell i0 named firat — as if the elder.

(That deed, recorded 1843, might indicate What John II had died before the date of the

transaction == which is noj known yet,)

Theae bits of pessible supparting data leave us the task of finding the V R for Wales,
which I have not been able to do, thua far. 80, now, a note on something you doubtless
know,

Part of our problem comes fram confusion of Walesff and folland and lack of record for
Wales V R, ENAKX But the notes taken long ago by Morris Belimap show plainly that
somo of the Brimfield family lived first at Wales, later at Helland, The published
Brimfield VR does not identify, alwys, entries from South Brimfield, In those times,
South Brimfield had 3 "parishes": South Parish (ne other name); West Parish (Wales); and
East Parish (Holland). Morris did mot find VR for Wales, Nelther can I, thus far, I
hope you can, They might, I think, show marriage date for John IT and Lavina Brock ==
and birth dages for Eli and Timothy, '

rom
HWB thought the Csmbris Timothy was,J¥i the Brimfield femily (though wrongly thought
he was son of John I, § as HWB did {1\“ know of sxistence of J Jm IT == but the birthdates
certainly should have warned him that he was looking xx at thd familiar problem of "a
nissing generationy.

in

g
Reasons influenoing HWB: The correspondent supply,data an the Cambria Timothy



(3

ever
indicated he was from "the Woods tock family"” =~ and the only Belknap tuilr‘;'qumdnmut.
Conn. was that of Joseph and Prudence Mormis, who moved to the Brimdield, South Brimfield
area about 1742, » « This gorrespondent also gave the same birthdate for Timothy that
Mrs Patrick had shown,as noted above. . He also said that this Timothy "had a cousin
named Forest," as explanation of middle name of Timothy's son Samuel EERXEEX Forace. An
apparent or possible confusion between brother and cousint By that tifle, HWB bad a
record on Forris, tut mistakenly as son of William, Brother of John I} so "gousin® would
look 0K to HWB.

The specifii datea shown for the Cambria Timothy, as supplied to HWB, werei
His birth: 29 July 1783
Rirth of his son Bbunmt Samuel Forace, at Smithfield, Madison Co., WY, 1809,
w m A n  piward He,Madison Counpy, 1811.
To which I now add:
-
884~ bought land in Cambria, Niagara Co. NY

31 we= Sold same piece to his son Samuel F.
J.B]{‘-- Purchased same plece from son Samuel F.

* John II, John LI}, Eli, Tmothy, in Onelds County
vamnoris

Ldentifioation of thelEREIIE Timothy as the (neids Co, Timothy wight be made by
sxamin$ng the deeds in whioh this name appears. Dates shown in the Jists ‘ant to me
are dates of recording -- not daies of transaotions - apparently dates of t known
recording, no$ earliest.

Wé know that in 1803 the lot in Lee was bought from Jotham Worden by a John Belknap
who in 1811 sold it to Forris (who in 1816 sold it % Silas Pratt), As said earlier,
T think this must have been John 1I, becauss John III only 19 years old in 1803, &nd
from these deeds we know that Forris was in Ohio in 1811 (you may know the fdate

when he was taken to I Ohiol).

We do not yet lmow where the cambria Timothy was before 1309 (when he was in nearby
Madison County)e. The deeds bearing his WREWCUQKNEN name may show where he was
on the dates of the transactions (not the recordings) and may identify him as

the Timothy who is linked to Eli in the 1ists of deeds,

So, till we see copies of all theldEElE Oneida County deeds for Eli, Timothy, and John
(plainly 2 different Johns, I think ) , I can only say that the tentative findings
that I summarized in the beginning of this memo look like hunches that are wor th
following. If thess hunches turn out to be right, they'll answer almost all the
questions that have troubled you.

Coneequently, I'll ba eager o know if you think it worth while to test the hunchea by
zetting copies of those deeds,

I
Meanwhile, of course, I'm troubled by thw apparent lack of confirmation in the gensus

records for Oneids and Madison Counties. Bui I'a putting this point aside, for the
moment.




(%)

things
Now, finally, twopJMXME that 1 hope you can de for mei

(1) Can yeu give me any information about the parentage of the John Belknap
from New Braintres! I ha;o a good deal about his descendants, but nething
on him heyond his marriagef.

(2) Can you give me information about the descendants of Forris, like the
shket you sent me for Forris himself? I distrusy what I have == as

incomplete and probablijinaccuraye.

Py
i

Q



FROPOSED REVISION OF HWB RECORD OF LINR OF DESCENT OF FORRIS BELKNAP (by CYB 4 July 1970
The three consecutive John Belknaps are shown as I, II, III, for reference.
A
HWB #115_.\ JOHN I b 21 Sept 1725 nm Eligabeth Bﬂlﬁiﬂ'tl 1747

CHELDR EN
HWB # NAME . PLAGE AND DATE OF BIRTH — ~ . - . . - ==
Sherman and/or Morris Belknap HWB
andfor Brimfield V R
+ Jomi II . Bolland, 6 Apr 1748 SR—
2k2 EM. H:lu, 12 Dec ===, "died youngl?"
% Eunide ﬁlpr 1753, Holland "&gﬁ.—w
Joseph Holland 12\ Vet 1? 5
 Thomasp 6 Sept 17 Vo LA f-"***? 60, Al

243 Prudence w——t Waies, 10 date

2ilp Hisabeth (Betsy) Wales 31 dng 1760

2uh$ + Abigail 27 Sept Walea, -~ Sept 1765

245 + Elijah (Morris B giru "Elyah" Walea 17 June 1770
b Helland, mo date)

JOHN II b 6 Apr 1748 m Lavina Brook, widow Hinds (data not known)

2]‘.7 L Mthy P — T‘. T T reabit s Tlales 29“4111? 1783
JOHN ITI  Hollamd 2 AW 1? ¢ ——m—
Lavine Holland 5 dpr, 17 e
Caphira Holland 12 g 1788 mouoe
* Forris 12 apr 1788 (Sherman shows e
both 1788 & 1787) =

* == CYB has contibuation gensrations.
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County Ulerk, Nisgara County
Leokpert, B Y 14094 Attentiont Mrs Fitts

Dear Wrs Fists:
Thenk you four your courtesy and kindness in sending me the attached

Mareh 3} 1973

I emeloss my chesk for §) for copies of the two deeds.

Nay I ask for eWil) snother favor?! Can you tell me if Niagara County has
lmvmmumlﬂh!kmuudo--mum. his name and

adresst
Yery truly ywurs,



,..-"

3 - t L,
Grantnr Index;

Liber 2 at Page lﬁﬁ & 167
Liber 13 at Page 340

tmmins of these deeds. uill cost $3.00,
| as it is $1 00 per page.

Search Department
Mrs. Fitts

OFFICE OF THL NIAGARA COUNTY C"LERK
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] 6740+ Franklin Place

Hollywood, California 90028
February 19, 1971

To Carroll York Belknap from JAS

I am going to copy from a "Centennial Biographical History of the City
of Columbus and Franklin County, Ohio," published in 1901, in Chicago, by
the Lewils Publilshing Co. For some time, this was the only "background" of
the Belknaps, that I could refer to.

Page 6B9: CHRISTOPHER SHOEMAKER

Christopher Shoemaker, deceased, was for many years a prominent busi-
ness men of Clinton townshlp, and one of its most highly respected and in-
fluential citlzens. A native of Ohio, he was born in St., Albans township,
Licking county, July 30, 1820, and was a don of Christopher and Barbara
(Keller) Shoemsker, the former of French, the latter of German descent.

The family came from Pennsylvania to Ohlo at a very early day and were

among the first to make a settlement in Licking county. The father, who was
one of the herces of the Reveclutionary war, and a millwright by trade, spent
his last days In Franklin county.

The early 1life of our subject was spent under the parental roof and he
recelved & common school educatlion. On the 7th of April, 1844, he was mar-

ried in Licklng county, %o Miss Sarah limap, who wes born in WRshingtdb
county, this state, April I3, IB25,—¥ éau@ﬁ!er of Forace and Sallle (Bafémen)
_“EE;EEEE, the former a native of Connectlicut, the "TE 1
new York, both belng the youngest child of their respective families. On
the maternal side she 1s related to Lewls Cass and General Buell. Her Grand-
father BRateman was a college-bred man, and a descendant of a Mayflower
family. Mrs. Shoemaker now has In her possesslon a sugar bowl which was
brought to thls country on that famous ship by her ancestors and which 1s
still in = fair state of preservation. Her paternsl grandfather, David ?
Belknap, was s8lso a well-educated man, and served In the Revolutlonary war
under PhRul Jones., On first coming to this state the Belknap family settled
in Merietts, DUt later removed to Lilcking county, where they were numbered
smong the ploneers. _forsce Eellmap was an expert woodsman, swift of foot

and a great hunter, He traded lsrgely wlth the Indlans, and was very pop-
ular with them. He dled on & farm in Licking county at an advanced age.

To Mr. and Mrs. Shoemaker were born eleven children, six sons and filve
daughters, etc.,

As to the above: We know that Forls' father was John Belknap, who
probably did serve in the Revolution; but there 1is no evidence that he
served under John Paul Jones., Sarah (Bateman) Belknap's mother was a 1lst
cousin to General Josseph Buell; but I have been unable to prove relatlon-
ship to Lewis Cass. Willlam Bateman, 1s referred to as "an Irishmsn," in
& hilstory of Chenango County, New York, so this would puncture the myth
that he was a descendant of a Mayflower family.

In a notebook, my Grandfather Sherman, wrote that Forls Belknap had
brothers, David, Ell, and Timothy. He gave no source for this statement,
and I rathEF_EIQEEﬁﬁtEH“TfT'E?EEZ making a search., Now, I feel that there
was truth in this statemsent. R

If Foris had a brother, David, he, no doubt , was named for David
Brock, hls mother's father.

Since running the 1800 census, for Hampshlre Co., Mass., I have been
puzzled as to who the followlng~llsted person might be: Page 1106 - Holland.
Lovieh Hind - males: (None). PFemales: 1 over 45. On page 1104 - Hollend,
is listed William PFelknap - males: 1 under 10; 1, 16-26; 2 over 4b5. Fe-
meles: 1, 26-457 T over 45. This would be = brotieT 5T JomTy Br.. "Loviah
Hind," 1s so close to being Levina Hinds, that I wonder 1f there is something
here?




T—

Page @ - -Carroll York Belknap - February 19, 1971 '; L’V"\%

Yesterday, I-had a chance to see a micro-film of Madison County, New
York Deed Index - (mantees., I did not have time to go through 1%, page by
page, for Grantors. WHowever, ln Volume 1 - 1806-1853, on page 161, I found
this:
1812, Mar, 26

Belknap, Timothy from Myjo\ Willcox & wife. Book F, pg. 321.
1812, Mar. 26 \ -
Belimap, Timothy from Same] Morris & wife. Book F, pg. 323. e

This might help you further, in placing Timothy Belknap. The l\fI&ld.’Lsc.:n“E3
County, New York Courthouse, 1s at Wampsville, N. Y. I also checked the
Medison County, N. Y. Will Indes, 1806-1830, and found no Belknaps.

I ran through the Vermont Vital records, but found nothing promising.
Many Belknaps, but none rslating to cur search.

I want to take a little more time with your format. I doubt there
will be anything that I can add.

Best wishes.

Sincerely, :










L

TELEPHONE; 434-0645

Comnty of Ningara
Bepartuent of History
I. RICHARD REED JOYCE W. BUNDROCK
HISTORIAN EOURT HOUSE DEPUTY HISTORIAN

LOCKPORT, N. Y. 14094

16 March 1973

Ms Carroll Y.Relknap
25 Club hd.
Riverside, Conn. 06878

Dear Ms,.Belknap,

Your letter concerning the wife of one TIMNOTHY BELKNAP has been received
at this office and you indeed do have a2 problem, As you are no doubt
aware, Census Schedules prior to 1850 listed only heads of families.

We checked outthe various census listings for the county and although
we found a Timothy Belknap listed for Town of Cambria in 1820, he does
not show up again in 1830 although we know he was here as we found re-
cords of land transactions later than that,

We then checked the Miscellaneous hecords in the Clerk's Office in
hopes we could locate his wife's name, WNothing. A check of the wills
reveals that the earliest date for a Belknap will was 1876.

The 1030 Census of Town of Niagara listed an ELISHA BEINAP, no doubt
a phonetic spelling. No Timothy in any town.

Just on the chance that your information was in error we checked out
land transactions in the Clerk's Office and learned that On MHarch 9, Aﬂj
1821 Timothy sold 17 acres to one M. Beach. Again on Aug.31,1831 he /
sold 55 Acres(see below) to one Samuel F.Relknap(Liber 2-166 and 6-45),

On eb.19 1825 Timothy purchased for the sum of $306.67, 55 acres of
land from the Holland Iand Co, (Liber 1-678)., This was same land sold
to Samuel in 1831. !

Again on Oct. 13, 1835 (Liber 13-341) Timothy [and Wife Maf;)purchased
40 Acres of land from one Samuel Belknap, oFMis last transaction is
the only one in which a name of a wife is recorded.

Vital statistics for the State of Wew York prior to 1881 are Jjust about
non existant unless you can locate old church records. IN an effort to
build up a file we are going over old newspapers, tomb stones, letters,
diaries and etc., Although we have several thousand notations filed so
far, we have been unable to locate the one you are seeking. UWe suggest
that you write us again in about a yrar in hopes that some kind person
will walk in with a listing from a tomb stone. However, stones that
0ld in this climate are just about impossible to read and even if one
for Timothy's wife did exist with the proper data, we doubt if any one
would be able to read it.




-2 Belknap

In the mean time we suggest that you write to Mrs. Vernette Genter,
4280 Church Bd,.,Lockport,NY in hopes that we has acquired some church
records of that peried. She 1g the Town Historian for Cambria

Algo we suggest that you contacf Mrs,Gladys E.Gray, 156 Cherry St.,
Geneva, NY 14456, We had extensive correspondence with her some
years ago concerning the Belknap family in Niagara County and she
Just might have turned up the data you want.
Cqrdially,
J.RM&J—/&@L
I.Richard Reed
County Historian



Nareh 11 1973
County Eistorian, Madisch County
County Court House
Wampsville, M. Y.
Dear siri
May I ask Af you osn suggest a way to solve a problem in the period 1808.18201

The preblem i3 to find the correct name of the wife of Timothy Belknap who came
to Saithileld in late 1807 or early 1808 and lived there till 1817,

Unfortunately, the grantor desd he signed when he sold his land bafore leaving
Madisoh County was never recorded -~ go that means of learning his wife's first
name does not exist.

0ld reqords based on information obtained {rom descendants in 1912 sghow

her name wariously: Annis -~ Candis <~ Candace. Nothing is knowm of her
maiden surname.

It sesns likely that ke marriags oocurred in Smithfield in 1808,

If you can suggest a way for me to ¢ontinue searching, I'll bs mest grateful.
Veary twuly yours,




- qi-.k.-"w::u LLV\\

December 7 1970
Nr Forest A. Belknap

2414 Riverview Drive - Roosesvelt Beach
R. D. Wilsen, XY.

Dear Mr Belknap:

I's writing to you besause, I hope, you may be able to help me on a problem
that I have smesuntered in preparing a genealogy of the Bellmap family,

!cf:m l.nd location make it seem possible that you afe descended from Timothy
Belfnap whe was living in Cambria, M. Y., in the 1820's and 1870's - or that
you say be desoended from a oousin of his, named Forest Belimap. ‘

If #s0, 1'A be most grateful for any information you oan give me =~ most
espesially the name of that Tiwothy's father, which I've not yet found.

In aay ocass, of course, I'll be thankful for whatever you can tell me about
your Belinap ancestiry -~ names and dates and marriages and names of ohildren, eto.

Tour namé and address came o me from a helper in western N Y. who talged with
a former town slevk of Cambria in an effort to get information about Timothy.

The task of eompiling a Belkmap genealogy is & big one. I'll be grataful for
your sid,

Cordially,
Carroll Belknap: 4 M A



March 1l 1973

Mr I Biohard Reed, Niagars County Historian
Historian's Office

Courthouse

Lookport, § Y 14094

Dear sir:

¥ay I ask AL you can suggest a possible way 10 solve & problem in the
period 1820.18407

The problem is to find the correct name of the wife of Timothy Belknap,
who cams to Cambria about 1817 and lived there till 1835, after which time
he meved to Ohlo.

0ld recordsy based #n information supplied by some of his descendants in
1912, show her first name variously? innis =- Candis -= Candace. Ho
indication of her surname has been found,

Grantor deeds signed by Timothy in 1825 and later years, do not name
a wife. So presumably she died before 1825 -~ after 1823 birth of her
last knowpn child, Alaon Belknap.

Aluon Belknap and &we other songe«- Edward =~ are known to have stayed in
Iug;rl; County. Descendants of Ldward wers living in lookport as late
as .

If you can suggest a way for ae to oontinue searchirg for her name, I'll
be mcst grateful.

Vary truly yours,




Memo

March 6, 1973
Our County Historian 1is:
I. Richard Reed
Historian's Office
Courthouse

Lockport, New York 14094

(FFICE (F THE NIAGAR& COVNTY CLERK
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