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DICK TAYLOR Ifrom CYB Feb 14 1971

Please, it's ne use urging me to attempt premature publication. The past record
is so full of errors that I have no wish to perpetuate them. I have 10 resign
myself to the slow drudgery of doing what I can, to remedy the mistakes. and there's
a long way to go, yet. Cnly portions of the records in my files are good encugh to
warrant publication, Lots of errors, resultimg from continual repetion of
whatever someone has thought or said or written or printed, without verification,
still remain to be tackled by recourse to origibal documents of one kind or another.

Perbaps I can illustrate by citing errors in a single column on your chart -= the

last one, Headed Joseph Belknap & Prudence Morris. I now know that there are MEMD five
errors in it. Some of them seem petty; but genealogy makes no distinction between

minor errors and major ones, A&n error is an errer, period. 5o forgive me for
itemizing.

(1) Date of marriage of Jpsepb and Prudence, You show 17 March 1724, 1This is

the way the marrigge date has been shown by descendanis whe want to conceal the

fact that the first child was born 6 months after marriage. The irue date was

1724/25 -~ Old Style and New Style (for such dates before 1752). By present day
calendar, marriage was in March 1725, and first son was born Sept 1725.

(2) Elizabeth McNeill as wife of William and mother of the first Morris Burke
Belknap, (&) Her name was NcNall, proved by recoerd of her father. (B) She

was childless, died a year or so after marrying William, William married, 2nd,
Anne Burke, who was mother of all his children., Hence middéle Kiii¥ name Burke,
in Morris Burke Belknap and other later members of this family.,

¥ (30 Name of wife of Morrls Burke Belknap was Phoebe Locke (not Lock) Thompspn.
(4) william Burke Belknap marriage date was 30 May 1843,
(5) Wife of William Richardson Belknap was alice Silliman -- double 1, not one,

Then add the fact that this column on the chart omits 18 dates (down to the second

William Burke Belknap). This is just an unuswally bad example of what I have to

remedy in many other records -- especially those at Salt Lake, which often are

the least reliable that I find, Important? Yes, decidedly so. For zmis absence of

dates has often led to mibsidentification of a person with same given name. 4 recent

case in my work: mimidentification of an Eli, birth date not known, led HWB and others
to listing as descendants of Joseph and Prudence Morris something like 75 people

who EIMAXX¥XEX could not possibly belong in that line,

Does this give you some faint idea of the reasons why I'm not ready te publish?
Or should I go on to talk about how to deal with a falsification of the record

in a family Bible? I could.
R,
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RBT frem CYB ~ / Feb 11 1971
You ask if I have been in corrnpun:inu- with Rebert Jackson Belknap, in Kmya,

Ne. Perbaps sheuld write him; but net sure he is still An Kenya. I need dates
fer his ohildrem. I assume he 13 the ene shewn under index 19, tep of yeur chart.

Some years age, my wife and an artist friend of eurs met him when he vas
visiting a family in eur town. Both my wife and the artist told me he was
virtuslly my deuble ("evea has Carroll's manerisms,” said the artist) and
that a pbete of his sen Jehn, them at school at Choate (I think) looked
sxaotly like a phete of owr sen Jehn. These family resemblances, by
Belknaps having only Abraham as & mutual ancester, keep shewing up all the
tims.

Do you have a reasen fer wanting me to get in thuch with himl? Can try, if you wish.
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; FROM THE DESK OF
RICHARD B. TAYLOR

7 Februery 1971

C.Y.B.
What interesting and exciting news,..

As soon as you have some genealoglcal
information on the Beltoft famlly locaeted
in the U,S5., please rush to me... I an
anxious to revliew it.

Also, thanx for the revised 1nfo on
Abraham Belknap (formerly Beltoft).

The future 1s so uncertain I wish you
would agree with me to publish a "first
edition" famlly history... in the preface
it could be clearly stated that a more
detalled "second edition" would be published
at a later date,

There are g0 few people interested in
dolng such a work,.,,. and doing the work
necessary to sales, dlstribution, etoc.

If an auto accident should take elther
You or me, there would be no one on the
horizon to do the project... It is not
fair to future Belknap Searchers not to
get something out whlle you and I have the
energy and lnterest.

Sincerely,
f@ﬁ%?/
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DICK TAYIOR from CIB T - Feb 14 1971

Please, it's ne use urging me to attempt premature publication. The past recerd
is 80 full of errors that I have no wish te perpetuate them. I have to resign
mysaslf to the slow drudgery of deing what I can to remedy the mistakes. 4nd there's
a leng way to go, yet. Only portiens of the records in ay files are good enough to
warrant publicatien. lots of errers, resulting from ocontinual repetion of
whatever someone has thought or said er written er printed, without verification,
still remain to be tackled by recourse te origlbal documents of one kind or anether.

Perbaps I oan illustrate by oiting errers in a single column on yeur chart -- the

last one, Headed J0seph Belknap & Prudence Merris. I now know that there are HIME five
errers in it. Some of them seem petiy; but gensalogy makes no distinotien between

winer errers and majer ones. A4n error 1s an error, period. So forgive me for
itemizing. '

(1) Date of marriage of Jpseph and Prudence. You show 17 March 1724, This is
the way the marrisge date has besn shown by descendanis who want to cenceal the
fact that the first ohhld was born 6 months after marriage. The true date was
1724f25 <= 0ld Style and New Styls (for such dates hefore 1752). By present day
calendar, marriage was in Xarch 1725, and first sen was born Sept 1725.

(2) Eligabeth MoNeill as wife of William and mother of the first Morris Burke
Belimap. (A) Her name was NoNall, preved by recerd of her father. (B) She

was obkildless, died a year or so after marrying William. Willism married, 2nd,
Anne Burke, who was mother of all his children. Hence middfle RAi¥ name Burke,
in Merris Burke Belknap and other later members of this family,

L% (30 Name of wife of Merris Burke Belkamap was Phoshe Locke (not Lock) Thempspn.
(4) william Burke Belknap marriage date was 30 May 1843,
(5) Wife of William Richardsop Belknap vwas Alice Silliman —- double 1, not ene.

Then acd the fact that this column on the ohart omits 18 dates (down to the second
William Burke Belknap). This is just an unuseully bad exsmple of what I have to

remedy in many other recerds -- especially these at Salt Lske, which eften are

the least reliable that I find. Important! Yes, decidedly so. For muis sbsence of

dates has 3ften led to mimsidentification of z persen with same glven name. 4 recent

case in ay work: misidentification of ar Eli, birth date not known, led HWB and others
to listing as descendants of Jeseph and Prudence Morrls ssmething like 75 peeple

whe LXRALXYINX ocould net pessibly belong in that line.

Does this give you seme faint idea of the reasens why I'm not ready te publish?

Or sheuld I go on to talk about how te deal with a falsification of the recerd
An a family Bible! I could.



RESTLD> WESTLAND MALL

SHOPPING CENTER

MEMBER
INTERNATIOMAL COUNCIL
SHOPPING CENTERS | WEST CHARLESTON AT DECATUR BOULEVARD /LAS VEGAS, NEVADA
el Carroll York Belknap 21 December 1970
-| 25 Club Boad
Riverside, Conn 06878
Dear Carroll:
. Flease aceept our fondest wishes for you and
your famlly for a warm and wonderful Christmas and
a New Year full of rewards....
You ask, in your December 1ith letter, for
TR comments on the “"]egend of the two brothers".
THRIFTIMART
B oy o EaeS First of all, I must apologize for that part

SELF SERVICE FURNITURE 1 have played in perpetuating the legend... hopefully
some of the good my article published in the International

AVCO FINANGE Finders Magazine and later reprinted did will make up for
AAA PINK POODLE PARLOR the 'bad ~

BARBER SHOP

BEEF n' BCTTLE RESTAURANT

CLAIR'S FLOWER SHOP To the polnt; I believe that most hiegtory. 1f not

all history, is not factual. BEather, history iz a
e written account by an author who sees it from his view
FASHION SHOE CENTER E: f&f%nis it fﬁﬁmlzhe views of others. The great
FIRST NATIONAL BANK nie Pyle saw Wor War II from the ground... was his
GUAMOUR BELLE BEAUTY SHOP nigtory true? The pllots that 1ived 1t in the air...
. was thelr history true? What I am trying to say is that
nouss of Fasrice " hlstory (as well as legends) galn credence by the printed

HOUSE OF OLD SPAIN and published accounte,
JAY'S LIQUOR STORE

JOAN'S BRA-TIQUE
Se., my suggestion ig to counter-act the legend we

LUM'S wust put into print--in as many ways possible--the true

MARLENE'S story (as we belleve it to be). If you were only to

Bt LoD ORCHIPE, complle a small booklet... or give me permission to do

SEE'S CANDY 80... We could disgtribute it near and far. In time this
Al G251 (Fedlzr) booklet would assume authenticity because of i% distribution

and because it would be the only authority to whiech people
could turn for Belknep History.

Again, 1 plead that you publish... that we join in
gome venture to distribute as mueh information as we can
to thils point.

The power of the pen is certainly mighty. Let's
uge it! Why don't you box up your records and come visit

n t
WEST HILLS, INC. e for a few weeks, Let's get the Job done!
Willam Peccole, Presldent

WESTLAND MALL SHOPPING CENTER Slncerely.,
Don E. Kraus, Manager o
WESTLAND MALL SHOPPING CENTER {
MERCHANTS ASSOCIATICN
Richard B. Taylar, Diractor T /./.-/
Post Office Box 5536
Las Vegas, Nevada 89102
Phone (702) 870-3858
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Dear Diok:

Thanks for reminding me that I've neghected M writing to you, far oo long.
NBed 4% on my mind; but have been swamped with Wrying 0 solve endless pussles,
ineluding the emwrgemes of a bunch of Virginia Pellmaps (mmdm)PrMmly
net on reeprd as far a8 I know?

Thanks for Nuel Belnap's lotw and address. I'Ve besn wanting %o get in
toush with him,

The most helful thing you've done for me has been t0 sasnd me inquiries that
you couldmn't answer. Hope you'll send me another batoh, some day,

I make progress slowly but steadily. Up to now, mostly or almost wholly the
asowmnlation of data that are sflll just filed by sources == not yet entered
in ny master file. Presently I'1l stop acoumulaticg and try to organise
the 4,000 or 5,000 entries in chronological sequence.

What absut yeut Mtnomdomnm The bits of information you emslosed
bave mersly comfused me.




RICHARD BLACKBURN TAYLOR
1812 ORTIZ
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89102

Dear Fellow Nevadan:

This is a proper time to count our blessings.
We have free and honest elections, we have a great
place to live, and we have a future full of promise.

We have a proud heritage with strong family
ties and a sincere desire to build a bright future
for ourselves and our children.

You can be certain that as your Lt. Governor I will use my
capabilities, experience and energy to serve you in every way
possible. During my fifteen-year residence in Nevada I have
spent five years as an investment counselor making me aware of
the need for careful handling of funds and proper financial
planning of municipalities and business ventures to assure
growth and prosperity. Ten years of my business career has been
devoted to developing tourism (our most important product) for
Nevada.

Recognizing my extensive experience related to Nevada's
needs, many friends and business associates have convinced me
to serve our state as Lieutenant Governor. Thanks for your sup-
port.

Sincerely,

Manager, Unity Securities, Present Occupation
Members Philadelphia-Baltimore-Washington Exchange
Manager, Mitchum Jones & Tenmpleton
Members New York Stock Exchange
Managing Director, Hacienda Hotel
Member Board of Directors Y.M.C.A.
Member Board of Directors United Fund
Superintendent, Young Men's Mutual Improvement Association
Various executive posts Boy Scouts of America

b




.Here's a help-mate. As you meet, read about, or discuss the
candlqates and form opinions about their ability, background and
experience, mark this sheet as to your choice. Then on election
day take this with vou to the polls.

U.S. Senate

*Haward W. Canmon (D) -.vavnsss Las Vegas
Harold . Desellem (TAP) ........ Renn
Walter D. Duesenberg (D) ....o... Crystal Bay
George R Ll (D) coeveniiranenses Sparks
William Raggin (B) coevrrcariaiens Reno
Wilford Owen Woodrufl (R) «oooun Las Vegas

Representative In Congress

*Walter S, Baring (D) «ooovvriennn Reno ,
J. Hobert Charles {R) .....c.eeanns Las Vegas
Dr. Otto Ravepholt (D) .......... Boulder City
Betty Victoria (R} ....oevievennens Las Vegas
Governor

Margie Dyer (R} covennis onnnens Sparks

Bid FAke TR) aeensrenrsinssissssaion Las Vegas
Nan Hansen (TAP) ooviieiiianans Sparks
Nonal ~Mike'™ 0'Callaghan (D) ... Carson City
Henty “Hank" Thornley (D) ..oovves Las Vegas

Lieutenant Governor

Robert R. Broadbenl (R} .......... Boulder City
Lee Peer (D) cvvveenncnsennnainnns Reno

Harry Reid (D) ..oooviirennenennes Las Vegas
Bob Shaw (R) covvevrenerrrrianras Reno
Richard B. Taylor {(R) ...c.ovvvvus Las Vegas

Secretary Of Stafe

Roger Hall (R) ..ovvvnnnneeeinnnes Las Vegas
*fohn Koontz DY oo Carson City
Derrv Parker By e vt Lias Vegas

State Treasurer

Roy Bankofier (R} .ooiiceiicannes Reno
Charles A. Beanett (D) ....coonevns .as Vegas
Dean Blake (R) ...oiocvevvucnninns Reno
*Mike Mirabelli (D) ..ooiviivieninne Carson City

State Controller

*Wilsgn MeGowan (R) ..ocvinraennn Carson City
James M. McGroarty (D) ......0nee Las Vegas
Ray Shockley (D) oooeveerenionnnes Henderson

Attorney General

*Harvey Dickerson (D) ....coovinnnn Carson City
Roberl List (B) ccvvermarmsnsinasnas Carson City

"i



DICKs

I think I should aend yesu this summary of what is now lmown (and net known)
about the family of my great great grandfather, Jonas Newton Belknap =-
over. though itf'e semething you probably cannet use at thia time,

traced
We lave XiENINN descendants ef all ef his children but one — Cynthia =
and have hopes 6f traoing her children befers long.

Sems day, I'1l be abls to send you a verified record of perhaps 600 AN
te 1000 desnendants of this Jenas, if you can use a thing that big,

Meanwhile, the attached sheets (which are indisputably sound) may keep
You frem being mismled by misinformatien frem other saurces,

Hov 30 1969

e
I
-

_~



FROM THE DESK OF M
‘ RICHARD B. TAYLOR ~—_
18 Sep 1969
Dear Carroll:

Are you ready to start on our joint effort:
A hard-cover, compendium of American Belknaps,
with format similar to the “Abridged Cospendium
of American Genealogy" %

— ik better et started while you are in

good health and I am available to handle the
sales promotion,

TIPLE: "Belfiaps in America®

AUTHOKS: CYB & HET

SPONSOES; Pre-sold @ 310 per copy to biographees
CONTENTS:

I. Forward and/or Introduction
By CYB & RBT

II. En;lish Originms
By CYB

III. Anecdoies = Intereéting ghort stories
By HBT

1V, Family Genealosles
From {iles of CYE & RET and ccntributors

V. Mormon Belknaps~Belnaps

L. ¢ (%7 teas €



Oot 3 1969
Dear Diok:

I wish I could say "Yea.,"® But I'm so far away from publiocation that I
can't even gueas at s date for sven starting to writa.

Ifm still desp in the basic task of trying to produce a reasohably accurats
sat of notas. None of the various oollscotions of Bellkmnap geneslogy is
free from visible errors. Most of them contain lots of unsubstantiajped
entriee based on tradition or hearsay rather than on acoeptable evidence,
So I plod along, trying to live up to the ons requirement that I ocan try
to meat, in the definition of a gensalogist, as set forth by the Beard

for Cartification of Gensalogists: "He shall be able to evaluate published
source materials and compiled gonealogies, and in the ocase of the latter,
to verify statements contained therein before using them,"

Itve ocme to share that dsep distrust of "published source materials and

oompiled genealogies."™ I helieve nothing I see in thaom, until I find

dependable verification, . . For example, the record of my great-gredt-grandfather,
Jonas Newton Belimap. Long and patient search for actual ocontemprary

evidence has contradioted most of what has been oirculated, gbout him -

80 that only now am Y approaching the time at whioh I can write about him

and his family with something ressmbling accuracy.

Row, multiply that ons instance many times - for I have psrhaps L,000 or
maybe 5,000 names in my files. I won't know how many till I bring together
in one organised file all the material not yet systematised. Even then,
there will have t0 be a separate fils of perhaps 1,000 Belinaps whose
ancestry Ex has not yst been traced with even casual blundering.

Evan 1f I wished to do so, I'm incapable of reveraing the habits of a
lifetime devoted to painstakirg effort aimed at finding the truth,

Halllummd!ndoingistomhmmsamhsﬁnsmwhd
trall, I'1] atill be content.

Iotlrs,



RBT .rom CYB 9/13/459
Leng ago, quite Justifiably, you lamented that I'm "too ulow,.”

The slowness, howsver, has i1ta own justifications, In tryirg to achieve anything
resembling acouracy, one gets drawn inescapably into family history and biography —
and finds problems that take endleas time,or so it seenms.

30 I'm now amusing myselfl by sending you an example =— the most recent of scorea
of letters to a cpusin who is also a desoendant of the Jonas Newton Belknap

who fought beside his father on Bunker Hill. ¥We have besn of great service to
each other —- and had to olear up a lot of wrong atuff to establish XX®xx links
to many other prasent~day descendants of Jonas N B. » . « One task that we
accepted — and are still tackling -- 1s to help a young cousin Carol Anne Belknap,
Des Noines, prave te the D A R that her anocsstor Elisha Belknap was son of Jonas
N B, The attachsed letter to Clintm Belknap is a part of that effort — for
the proof we can eatablish has to be geographic — time and place -~ as no other
record except mere ufamlly tradition,™ which the D A R won't acocept, h&s yet been
found.

Une reason for sending you this mixm letter (though it may bore you) is teo say
Thanks. Every peraon mentioned in ikzkx it is someone with whom I got in
conitact as result of your sending me your file of letters from people whom you
nad not yet been able to put on your charts.

But for your generosity, I wouldn'® even now of the existence of Clinton Bellmap
and all ‘those other halpful pecple, s . and wouldn't have data on acores of other
Belimaps yast and present, who do not appear in any lmewn o,llsctions of Belknap
rocords. ¢



——

et

Wik

- = 1-l
Q& s..lg_,,\_ rang. OOt Fight| piite.
ﬂnmts iy dead, 1 wuunﬂm fuly, Vi
Rritish pmmd an 10]jhe Cantin

Elfﬂﬁt‘ﬁ' voluctant 10

QJ“"-N.B e mn:uﬂ! where they @
hu“"‘?\ sajor whnt rilitary  SWppUES the m’ln.'.n.n
4 heen unable 101 On July 10 #

Sreign m\nnmn ha !

mﬁ'ﬂ‘ : ., LiigRue pd orders 10

yiews of v nw.mnm‘.s ol wow  Dilack Lron

i soelalist Minuteme? weri pushing 19 41ch thosi STV
wern bk, AT AT e

Home
Culf wmnnnm_m catol yho  Briwh

Wik, Pmp [ackmin, potot (i, WeE ¥
o Haynes: .‘nlhukn. nn MO

d nn equuutg md those wonded
Al

1

nnterem.'z halis| poler Sa pecame @ [

o overywhere. | gread's  Hl e Tl OPEN L

s have veen come tn b8 called the B Fland

i pudond I Algl Bunker s, Wi :.mﬂr\

aerd until rocei-{ypifics e ol Bncks fn the

olin a8t notbeijyar for mﬁaprndvnn || |
jarps M

phinnul

anhanpy AT 11750, mﬂlm- ol Jpremiun |

Ay snfh drink ] yrpaminghan.

fwer 00 and| petknap who enmi T Ralrim,
made 8 sddend ater Behan n s H 'nJ m 1o Mai \
Alhought |

Iwmrm:la Iqm G uckining
he la-w pxoinded ‘n!. T !rmu.
Fagpne WRTE nﬂmmr:l )




RB? i : :
Irom CYB F' Sept 13,1969

Have copied this olipping. ' Thanks,
It may be the negro known (among other names) as "Salem Middlesex," a "servant"
of a Belimap — in my records. Haut.putnrﬁmutnuinthltinhiuoldm

hcmuuppnrt.adb:rﬂlirﬂllhupnndhyut-hauihnludraughtunmriuu.
Ihtun'ttim,rinhtm,taumhwrumrnrhh... There a lot of
Bslknaps at Concord mﬂiﬁﬂngtmm“iinhrﬂin. were
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FROM THE DESK OF
RICHARD B. TAYLOR
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Brokers’ Walkodt

Action in

AR s

Hy Sidney P. Allen
Financial Edlior

j'EVERYON‘E KNOWS Las Vegas Iz a swinging Ne-
vada desert town, crammed with gorgeous girls
. and lavish spas, round-the-clock gambling, snd mys-
* tery-tycoon Howard Hughes. It's a place for action,
- and dollars are a major stock in trade in the booming
! community.
i- - It's also the site of some Interesiing brokerage and
rlnvestment firm intrigue that rattled skelefons from
.+ San Francisco's Montgomery Street fo New York's
Wa]] Street yvesterday.
The story: the entire staff of the Schwabacher &
> Co. branch office — ten men including resident partner
: Frank Green and resident manager Dick Taylor —
 walked out and prepared to go to work for the firm of
¢ Mitchum, Jones & Templeton, Inc.
: Enth Schwabacher & Co. and Mitchum, Jones ,&
Ternpletnn are San Francisco-based firms.
, The mags move was clearly unusual, Tavlor was
| quoted as explaining simply that it was a case of "dia-
satisfaction." - a A
[ Willlam Gossloruger, wabacher & Company
- ggrtnerhdmrgﬁothrmnhm who flew out from New
: Lk due to the crlsls, was quoted: “This Is very un-
' nsual, These pm[ﬁam disioyal,”
The defection was not totally surprising. .
Richard Muir, managing partner of Schwabacher
& Co., in a statement prepared late yesterday sald: “On
Wednesday, October 2, we accepted the resignation of
the then existing force in our Las Vegas office. . ."
Additionnlly, Fugens L. Charles was seated as the
SBW Teainoa .:..-m-.gu, and the office was openad and
eperated “as usoal yesbmh; personnel from other
Bchwabacher hronch offices on West Coast.

Y kGroszlm.lger himself was enplaned back to New
or
- Robert Phillips, vice president of Mitchum, Jones
& Templeton here, acknowledged that his firm had
been approached by the men from Schwabacher's in
Tas Vegas. He added that the New York Stock Ex-
change has been contacted for clearance of the men,

‘and a deal for their services is “in process”, .-

*  The only problem seemed to be office space.
Mitchum, Jones & Templeton, Phillips said, has been
Interested in Las Vegas and other communities as
branch office sites, but “ne space has been secured
there yet.”
'y Space Is a problem these days, but men are even
¥nore so.

' Pumtlmﬁuﬂiy. Darrell Winrich, formerly man-

E pariner of Schwabacher & Co. here and now

Mrtn um, Jones' vies president in charge of marketing,
was reported in Las egns ye;terﬂm}

HOTTEST THING on the November ballot—

the Watson Amendment {Proposition 9) to limit

property tax raies — was discussed in open forum pro
and con yesterday and no blood was spilled.

. The San Francisco Bond Club staged the forum at
Ihuncheon. Howard Jarvis, leader of United Organiza-
tions, spoke in faver of the propesition. Robert Brown
of t.hE California Taxpayers Association spoke against
it. And AlanK. Browne of Bank of America sat in the
middle as moderator.

Jarvis had the emotional appeal. Everybody's
tax-oonscious here today, Incuding many of the disad-
vaniaged, such as pensioners.

Brown, however, had the logie: that Proposition 9
could not put a limit on government spending; that a
massive tax shift which could drastically retard busi-
Eesslydevelopment would be foisted on taxpayers, sud-

enly.

Jarvis rebutted that a restructuring of the tax sys-

v m vy ES A e

tem is overdue, that there are increasing thousands of |
cases of tax forecluqures arising from the swellmg.
property tax. . .
And Brown countered that in states where there is
& property tax limitation the total tax collections put|
an increased burden on the citizens. |
Meanwhile, the municipal bond men kave more
uew husiness than ever in memory — if they want it
Calttornin municipatities are racing new bond issuces to
market Lo get the money before eleclion, |
Nos i week ab e some 70 or move issues are up [or |
¢ e O orn L ausnicipal macized Bocuited, with |

fy]

'
ol




Dec. 10, 1968

Dear Dioclk:

Just a brief nots, to tell ydu I'm héme agaln after a
faacinating holiday on Orete - which gave me a new
concept of the possibilities of the human race =-

a glimpse at a peopls wimlived at pesace for almost

a thousand years -- with joy in living and am amasing
display of oreative beauty -~ in complete cdntradiction
of the daxk (redk myths abdut them.

Now I'm facing the task of degling with a mass of
unanswered letters. S0 a note to you before I
start on tham.

I hope all is well with you. The last I heard was
a piece in the N Y Times, back in early Qotober.

Yours,

o

3 (_\L?U-\-Q t t




How Much Does
It Cost To
Rear A Child?

Excerpt from PAUL HARVEY NEWS

Hey, Uncle, how much does it cost to rear
a child?

You allow us taxpaying parents only $600
a year to feed, clothe, house and train a
youngster.

Yob, 1o feed, clothe, house and Lrain a
youngster in your federsl government Job
Corps you spand 57,000 5 year]

Mow, which is the comect figure. Either
we'rs allowing you ftoo much or you're nol
allowing us enough.

You allow taxpaying parenis a $60D de-
duction for the care and feeding of each
child . . .

Yet under the Cuban refugee program you
assume minimal uphkeep requires $1,200 a
year—and if the Cuban boy or girl s atiend-
ing school—an extra $1,000 a year.

How come you shortchange the homefolks?

In the austere environs of a federal prison,
you have discovered that it costs—to maintain
one person, with no frills, no luxuries, and
no borrowing dad's car—$2,300 per year!

By what rule-of-thumb do yeu estimate
that mom and dad can do it for one-fourth
of that amount?

Under Social Security, you will pay $168 a
month to maintain the elderly. What makes
you think we can mainfain our ygung'uns on
$50 a month?

And tncle, your VISTA Program {(Volunteers
in Service to America) spent $3,100,000 this
last fiscal year to turn out only 202 trainees.




That indicates that the cost of maintaining
and training one youth for one year is more
than $15,000.

Then how come we taxpaying parents get
an exemption of only $600 to maintain and
train one youth for one year?

Or let's see how much you speni upkeep.
ing one youngster in military uniform. House
$55.10 a month, Food $30.27 a month. Cloth-
ing upkeep $4.20 a month, That comes tfo
$1,074.04 a year.

How in the world do you expect parenis
to provide all these things, plus clothes,
recreation, books, medicine . . . for $600 a
year? With your own figures, you admit it
can’t be done.

It is possible, Uncle, that you expect us
parents to manage more efficiently than you,
hecause we usually do.

With all our expenses, we American indi-
viduals have more than enough savings {o
affset our debts, you don't.

With all our prosperity, you, Uncle, are
still spending per year 2.9 billion dollars
more for relief than during the depths of the
depression. S¢ it may be that you are un-
commonly extravagant.

But however we try to rationalize and ex-
plain you and excuse you, it is stilt a hurt-
ful affront when you allow us hard working,
dues-paying homefolks only $600 a year to
rear a legitimate child . . .

While you, under ADC, will pay more than
$800 a year o upkeep an illegitimate one.

RICHARD B, TAYLOR
TAX SHELTERS |
INVESTMENT SECURITIES I
{702) 332-6020
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DICK: SUNDAY 3/3./68

Before Peg and I go AWIL for a week or so,
Sakem, Boston, eto., I'm writing a lettsr that
You and Charlene will need 5 full two weeks
to think about bsfore you try to reply.

I imow quite well I shouldn't hother you

with a latter ao long at this time, I
remamber too vividly the year when my
adorable son-in-lgw - an of ficer of Bache

& Co. =— %ook over an alling branch office and
tripl‘ad its volume in 12 sonths. I recall
his fatigue et the end of a day of heavy
strain and responsibility,

Yot I have to write thie letiar.

Don't let it msesm too urgent. Read it when
you can and when you feel like reading.

And =— maybe = take time T aRASERNEESE Y
brood a bit -- just as I've bean doing.

Rt

i

—
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DEAR RICK AND CHARLEME (Or vice verss. Who am I to determine protocol?) 3/31/68
The word is "valiant.”

™e process of reading and copying the matarial in the fat files you so genercusly
lent to me has mads me stand in awe of tha inoredible magnituds of what youlve
scoomplished in developing your charts, "Inorsdible” =- because it's plain that you
had every handiocap that I can even imagine. Isolation from the great librariss
of genealogical material -- dependence on what you could get from present-day
Belimaps, most of whom could give you only partial or incorrect or guesswork
information -~ and so on and on. I ask myself, "Cpuld I have done it?" «- and
hiﬂblym'lﬂ.“

And I think of the coutrast between your great handicaps and my own happy lack

re sn I, with freedom that you didn't have: the time
and poney te do what I want to do and jo phevhelewindalé o go —— easy acoess tp
great gensalogical libraries in New York and Boston Salem -~ sasy ability to
induss people to lend ma the source material I d - ste office squipment
for copying whatever I osn store for later uss - comnnections and contacts that I
can uss to open doors for me -— and, again and again, sc on and sc on. And now,
for sveryday use, the most sxtensive mass of fumily records that has yet been
sssembled in one pladce -~ plus the knowledge that I'm going to be ables to make it
still more sxtensive.

S0, looking at this terrific contrast, 1 stand sbashed before the valiant job that
you two have done.

(But, parenthetioslly, I'm also glad thet you never got your hands on the sbuff

by Glemn Evans. If it had coms into your posession and if you had follewed
i%, the lsast oharge against you would have been "forgery.® In this, youtve been
lecky. But skip it; I'1ll have to talk abput Evans laper on in this lstter.)

My sense of the greatness of your valiant work is what forces ms to writs this
letter. I know I should not imposs sn your time by sending you a letter as long
as this will probably be; but I have %o do it —— if only for wy omn peasce of aind.

T

I%'s nios of you to tell me I'm doing good work. But I'm not ab all happy about
some of the things I'm doing. I think I?

So plaase bear with ms whils X retracs the steps that have trought me to whers
I now am, for one dominant question is that of motiwves. That I'm doing could

sasily be unisinterpreted.

I bggan with an innocent desire to induce you to maks some corrections in your
chart, Finally, in respomss $o my continual nagging, you manaled to make me
uderstand that you could only do what you had done -~ use what you oould get,
without attempting to verify ijp.

80, &t once, I switohed o apn effort to help you -~ by assexbling accurate data
and wider data for you to use.

:
i

This led, eventually, %o the comviation that I comld short-out the job by



g for original sources to
verify or remedy his questionable entries, I'd have to assemble for comparison
all other availhble collections of family records = in order to be in position
to compare differeaces and deoide what soemed 1likely to bes nearly correct.

most
Neanwhile, ae time went on, J began trying to deal with soms of HVB's "dead ends®
- whare he had recorded a marriags but had no ormation about children, I
wrote letters to some psopls who oould help me

Finally, Iuhdnuhlmd-ﬂwﬂhofw“hrhl,*'hichImmt
might solve some of those dead ends -- as indeed it will. This, in twm, prompted
ae to ask your permission to write ctly to some of your corre ts ~ and
I got swift response, which has led me into writing still more letters.

And therd's what troubled me. You see, I feel justified — for instance — in
n-mnat.um-m:m:nmmmu-mwa-mnumm
and Prisoilla Mullins ("Spesk for hyself, John.") bacuase I could and did tell
her that her uncls would have wanted her to halp me. And I could write directly
—raumypumummnnwmmmpmmmmh
WMMud‘mw'ﬂnﬁhmﬁmtmmmtﬂmu
oruising in and around the Elizabeth Ialands.

But when I've gine beyond this, for mere reasons of expediency, I bave ENEX
folt l1ike a olaim jumper — for I'm intruding where I should not go.

Flease don't snswer this by saying “do right ahesd.® The problem liss too desp
fos that kind anewer, .

AR

mtumotthowmbl-uthummhdm-mdxiluotm
Yoh. ¥hich is entirely comtrary to all my intentiouns and dusiwes.

ar.umumm-umrm,mtmumnpmmmmme
mtmudmppmuth-MMMtdthumMmmmmm
mﬂmﬂmuﬂﬂlﬂwtmﬂmmwmm—um
muiuhmtnmthnblmlﬂutthumhpoumm.

mm:wtwmmm-nmlmdiwmtlmwamm. Im
m—tnr!'.iuﬂpuduqnl!hhmmmﬂﬂ:ﬂkmp.
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My motivee are pure enough, dammit. I say to myself, "This man or womsn is old
and may die st any moment, I must write withéut delay, to get information that

is not availsble from any other source. I can't wait. Nor can I ask Dick and
Charlene to do it for mej they 1t the luxury of enough time to write the
sort of letters that will succeed — nor do therhave enough background information
to know the righe emotional bait to offew in esch individual instance. I have to
4o 1t mypell.®

wmunumglmm—umtmw. I bave no desire for a reputation
in this fisld. Ve had all the national reputation I want, if my ows special
£1e14d, mmmtzsmetwutiﬂ*hd@cnw.,;Mnunudntmunl
clients; instead, I oould and did acoept only the clisnte I wanted to work with
mnwzwm—m:mmth&mm—mmm
foromla,mmmtﬁqwmummmhaumeadmw
major compuny whom I Lad not yet mes, »If Carrell Belkpsp says he can help you,

he sand = a oarbon of his lwiter, whioh consis

g
|
g

gt

WAR DI* WO, ! L .
smouxmmmuﬂuammmmunru-urgu,—mm
summarise it in a manusoript of 500 to 1000 tped pages. Essex Institute may
want to publish i%. m.quiumw.xm.mmmmwm
ﬂpublimdinhonktmhymlntmwmmﬂ. Or, maybe, I
uﬂtwntnphumgmnﬂptupmiuﬂhhmdld-nmhpmphumm
Mhmﬂnﬂmhﬂmm—hﬂﬂmw,plumﬁnmnhﬁm-nw
of great libraries and musoums. All wideopen for consideration, for I won't
reash st peint in less han Twe years.

And them supposs I twrn over to you the entire EEX basio file of thousands of
m—twmhmtmmmmtm,mhmuwmhbwh

dats as mor Belimaps are born. This ismtt worth deing fmlees Ly that time your
mmmma-m:mdnummmrwmxm

hlmwmmmmmxwﬂtuumqmqwluduﬁh
being an interloper -~ a claim jimper. A \ ]

-8 ik
Keanvhile, how 4o I help you?
To illustrate, lot me describe brisfly my "project within s project.” Lowg

range, 1'm working on the record of the whole family and the name. ‘ ,";
I!nwkﬂnmm&wm&mwmudwmﬂwt:

I



names otv. on o lot of the descendants of another men of Jonas Newton B, ~~ Elijeh.
move dats, thel, on desssndants of still othor sons: Sawuel, Jonas Jr., Orin --
) of the danghters, Susannah, Cynthia, Esther.
told, perhaps, soxething 1ikw 500 nauss of desocendants of Just one man,
just g handful of namsa as you

ERE
¢
]
2
3
§

has
¥hat in Hesvan's name could you do with those 500 namss, if I passed thw slong to

Ebeneser, son of the first Samus)l — and I
wark out the descendants of all his children (except the girl who died at 17) —
give you snother 500 names or maybe
mare, depending on bow long I work at Shis part of the task. I could give ym
quide & lot right now ~- incomplete though it would be withost further ressarch.
But what would you do with it « "ohertwies®?

How, ntmmwuzmalm,brﬁndawt?\mmﬁmmtm
two sre doing? ' .

Peass £ind an answer %2 thia questleon. l‘.'nzmhnfﬂsd.

And also, find n&mmwmmxmmpmn in the Decigromnd
where I belong? : '

b
k
:
|
g
]
a

L L

You noed to understand that what I've done up t¢ now is weraly exploratory and
preparatory.

I'n only just beginning to approach ths time whem I begin collating dats Irom all
ny £iles — building up a master file of all imom Belimaps, which I can't even

Neanmhile thers is othor material I shouwld collect -~ and will, in one way or
another, |

my sorrow, I'll have to dig into the unorganiged mass of matarial

Glenn Evans, even though T know most of

work, his heirs could justifishly
1 said to Clinton Bellmap




B
Bt Itd batter get back to the more Lmmediats problem.
L
How do you and I arrive at the right working reiationship?

mmmmammn,r-uhmmummwmmkum
anoestry -~ becanse I have files and ' =

;
‘
£
4
3
g
i
]

lou're better than T am, at gekk mu‘mhindmmy
you halpful materin) — you w0
mabla to link up,

I'm in better posit
what bull'seyes to

alx
But bow do I help you? ,.... For one exampls, could I halp you by providing pew
kinds of buit? Prom the file you sent ms, I gather tast you haven't been 00
Centent with the responss to mass circularising, though you have tried a number
no

g 5

of ways of #nduoing people to reply

Meanwhilae, when I find myeelf too tempted to write directly to a kelinsp, how
do I do 1t without being a olaim jusper? I get guod resulis., Of &ll sush '
letters that I've writtan in past months (I haven't always pestered you with copiss)
only ons ha® been unanswered, 4And theswplies have been good onep,full of seat.

WAL

And snother problem Uit leaves me in need of your tounmel, . . the effect of
sy work on dear fine Della.

Hore it resssures me greatly o lesarn that you two are L.IG§. In my youth, whem
I was Just begindgg to maie My own way, I spent a year in & Mdormon town and lived
in the hons of the bishop of the steke. 8o I have great and abiding respest for
poopls of your faith, and I think you oan guids e,

Yhet tyoubles me (and I rely on you not to repeat this to Della) 18 a fear that
s Wventudlly, by coming omb with records that do not agres with
good reascn for this fesr. Then her

frem Henry Wyckoff — 0o it aemtains many ervers that H¥B later ocarrsoted. Also,
DellisAs father often reliesd on wrong records ~- such a8 date of baptiasm, using it.
as birthdate, when in early Massachuseits and Conpestiout the birth and beptism
wera often widely separated both inttizme and in epaos -~ 80, wrong towns and

vwrong dates, for bierths -~ in too many cases, In other cases, the records semt



%o ms by Delia often rely om a drie shomn in the sarly Vital Reocords in Masszashusetie - -
, notordously inaccurate, Very often, the Vital Record in a Massachumatis

day &nd ponth (same 68 on the church vecord) bet under

' " he could, chowed both years — ths true date fram origimal
sources, the incerrect date from the Vital Becards. S0 I'n bound to shew, nitimately,

8 lot of datesthat dlfier by a full year from Della's. -

And I;senve, intultively sad I hops erroneously, a sart of epposition by Della ~

agalpst any alterstion of the data om file im Salt Like —- ad 1f there were a
kind of *vested interest™ in the preservation of what is on file thers.

Am I wrong? I hope so. If I'a noj wrong, please tall me how to handde thles
problem, #or the moment, I've just stopped telling Della akout things om which
I think the Salf lLake records may be in error.

: FRF RN
Yow, £inally, help me look far ahead.

Suppose m“‘pﬂmuﬁ:um&m you two are the logical trusteas for
the future - to carry on what I pass on to you when I've gone ws far as I
o8,

It wil) be = costly thing to do = oven to tho extant of requiring the ald of

a secretary to handlle correspondance aud tracing of ancestry. TI've done only
a tiny frestion of the sort of work that would becomeIREGAEF nocoseary in
future yearss but I've done enough to lmow how time~concuming it is, end how
big the cost of supplies and postage might becoms if the job were raally well
donm,

Counsider, them, the practical side - how such werk cowld be made to be
ﬁwﬁ%wmﬁﬂnmﬁt.

Or how it might be subsidized by Belknaps who are abundanily able %o do e,
1ike the Lodisville family and many others.

Are you willing to $hink far ahead with this sort of plemning?

2000
{/’)—



DICK TAYLOR 3/18/68

I'm mailing your files of "unenteredn
material back to you today «- by first
class mall o EXIEX avold dolny in getting

I'a not shipping them in the steel box in
which they cams, It was wrecked on itsway

%0 me =— 80 badly that I had to taks off the
hingess to get into it, as the lock was jammed
fast. Yo seriocus damage to cintents, though the
steel box was badly orushed,

I'm using, now, the box in which Dells shipped her
records -~ which came through in periect
condition,

If you need another stedl file box, plsase get
one &t my expense and bill we,

I'wve copled everything that might be useful -
without delaying to see what is on your charts
already.

I've inserted in the file one of two coples of
letters that I8ve written - which you needn't
bother to read but which should be in your
racord of what I'm dying,

Thanks & lot for your generosity,

Carroll Belknap: \TQ




DICKs

I'm mailing te you separately a batch of
letters sent toc meemm we by Forn Martin,
I have mades coples for my files,

Also, for reasons that I'll explain later
when I have more time, I have written to

a number of the people who wrote to her.

I'll send you thiir replies when they arrive.

The ones Itve written to are identified by a
red check mark,

Carroll
3/29/68



1%
DICK: i \
I hope it will please you as much as it has me, that
both Clinton Belimap and Mrs. Fern Martin! (about
whom I phonsd you) replisd by retwrn maily sending
uwerythinglashdfor—mdmmhmqi".:hiuh
I811 pass ajong to you when Itwe copied ’ft"

1'%
With their aid and that of cousin Claudis in
Oregon, I'm well on my way toward sisable expansion
of the record of descendants of Jonas Newton

Belknap. ‘ {
Carroll &
3/20/68




“RER AﬁN

DICK:

The box of your records arrived Saturday —-
two weeks en route. I'1ll make copies as
rapldly as possible and ship it back to you.

Haven't had time for full exmmination yet, but
have seen enough to be troubled by diffioculty

in determining what has besn satered on your
charts and what hasn't. Don't wan! $o taiw time
for detalled cheoking of every iten a.ga:lnst

the chart.

I may phone Charlens about this, later today,
%o see if she oan gulde me. Don't want te
bother you at your office,

Check to reimburse postage im enclosed.

I think I can connect up some of the )ines
shown in your file, But can't try to do this

at this time as haven't had time yet to go back to
Salem to search for AWB's wlasing Index,

Masnwhile, my greatest thanka for your
cooperation.

Carroll
3/10/48






DICK AND CHARLEME; 3 3/12/68
TUCK THIS IN YOUR FILES WOR THE DAY WHEN YOU WRITE YOUR BELKNAP BOOK.
Subjects: Strong family resemblances.

Jostorday, in the matsrial you sent me, I agw tha photo of Col, Augustus
Bellmap, who founded the Ssn Antonic Street Railway (and the Belknap Rifles?)
Exactly like a photo of my father at same age.

Many such instances = constantly, Youtll fimdmore of them,

Examples:

Fito of my ocousin Olaudia Marshall, yesterday., Said Peg when I showed
its nOuwioualy & Bellnap, IRIDDIMEYEX isn't she?"

Photo

hix;of a Hobert Belimap now living in Kenya, Identical with photo of
we &t his age,

Wedding recepticn in Virginia five or alx years age. Across the rgom I

saw, unnaistalably, my om son Jack = but five years younger, Turned out
to be a Robert Belknap from Long Island, as distantly related to my son az |
it is possible for Belknaps to be. But Peg's face wimm suddenly white when went
I pointed him out to her and asked her "What do you ssa?® e

Reverse Englishs A tart note on & photo in HWR's filess "Doesn't look like
& Belknap,” Correct., Turned out to be descendant of an adopted child
with no Belknap blocd in his weins,

-strangers

Another case: A businese leeting fx with some twanty years ago.
Man comes over te me and says, "You must be &' Bellmap,® One lcok at him, and
I seld, "S8o0 are you." He smiled end gave the ususl gresting when Belknapfs
first mmet: "We're all sons of Pather Abraham,"

In a club in upstate Hew York, a man I never saw before comes up to me
and holde out his hands "Helio, cousin, My grandmother was a Belknsp."
I look at him and reply, "Yes, I ses she was."

I could go on like this, again and again. But I have ne understanding of
this queer persistence of family resemblances, It just is — thatts all
I know,

No doubt you've encountered it, too.

Carrall
3/12/68

F8: Studying and aopying the material you sent me, I'm continually

amased by the magnitude of what you've accomplished — and the difficulties
you heve overcome 1ln working from such inadequate informstion, I take off
my hat to the two of you, And hope I cam really help.



DICKs

You sound just like my beloved son-in-law, who manages a Bache
branch nearby =- and has fled to Maine for vacation te forget
all about it, he hopes. It does him no good for me to tell him
#This too will pass.”

Good to hear frem you. I was on the point of phining to find out
if you or Gharlotte were ill.

Thanks fom the felder about Kena Village. Sounds geod. Don't
,wtknwwh-r-n'llgoinm Peg talks vaguely about
"Ispan or the (Orsolan islands® -- meaning, mmly, "Far away,
plasse.” laybe Hawaii may bs the answer,

9/8/68 CREe

L1



FROM THE DESK OF
RICHARD B. TAYLOR

5 Sep 1968

Dear CoBo H

Please excuse the long delay in
writing you. My time... my headaches...
my field of endeavor has really been a
problem the last six months. The whole
securities industry 1s 1n trouble... and
our firm 1s messed up with the worst,..
fails are mounting... back-office back-log...
bookkeeping errors... everything seems to
be flylng loose at all corners and I'm in
the middle trying to keep my men happy.
g:s;omers content, and the SEC off our

cks,

I go home at nlte a beat man... all
genealogy in spare time has been cancelled
for sleep.,. or recreation with family to
glve rellef from paper work.

Wish I could have stayed in Hawail
a month!

And highly recommend the Kona Village
if you want to "get away from it all", Put
Af you want action the KV is not the place
for you, It is small, isolated (only way
to get there is by private plane from Kailua),

and very quiet,
W1ll get back to genealogy when things
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MEMO TO R B TAYLOR 7/21/68
FROM Carrell Bellmap

I think I should send you a copy of the enclosed memo to Jane Belimap, Des Moines =-
widow of Milton R, Belknap — whose daughter's application for D A R membership was
turned down for lack of sufficient preéf of descent from Jongs Newtom Belknap (my
great great grandfather, who fought on Bunker Hill at age 16)=— Ipr these ressens:

le As warning not to accept claim of descent of that line t31) their sncestor
Ellsha has been properly identified,

2e A8 an example of problems sncountered when one has to be right, as I do in my
part of this wprk.

The villdin in this story is probably that damnable amateur Glen Evans , whose
blunders and random guseses and falsifications have mislad many pesople whe have
bsen mfortunate enough to ses anything that he wrote., 1 got angry every time I
think of him,



MEMO TO R B Taylor 1/21/68
FROM Carrell Bellmap

Can you give me the name and address of the person who supplied the inforzation
about the L ulsville Belknaps -~ descendants of Joseph and Prudence Morris, at
extreme right of your chart?

There is, I boliave, one wriousa errop in that part of your chart. But befora
saying anything about this to you, I should give your informant an ,pportunity
te prove that all other existing records are in error on that poins,

FHHEN

Incidentally, what is the exact meaning of the notation on your most recent chart,
indicating that you have “the oomplés line" for Joseph and Prudence? I bave only
about 200 to 250 of their descendants - plus the unhappy fact that Prudence

was throe months regnant at time of marriage.




DICE TAYLOR 5/11/68

Clinten Bellmap points eut that 4in my memo to you adout Ebeneser's
children I erred by typing "a daughter born about 1796" when I
should have typed "1696,"

My fingors de make such stupid alips = and ny eyes fail %o see

then, \

Q&



DICK L/19/68

Thanks for your long letter, It has a lot of guod and halpful ideas, Today, no time
to anewer it as it deserves, for a very proasic reason., The gardener has besn 111 all
this week and I'm stuck with urgent work around the place,

And I've been ‘swamped by urgent correspondence witl. people who need help on line
of descent,

So, today, only two comments,.

One = I regl)y do not think I should send you coples of all correspondenos with
members of the family, It's teo voluminous. Uswdly takes an interchange of three %o
four letters to get necess information, My file of such letteras, stc., is now about
as vig as yow' whole file of "unused" material.... Better, I think, for me to send you
final resulte, when I get +“ a - with understanding t“at if anythin happens to me the
whole mess wiil be dumped of you. o » Some resulis are enclosed.

Twp ~— I'm far from sure that I should be too prominsnt in cur joint effort. I'm used
to anenymity and it doesn't bother me, Most of the millions of words that I'va written
for publication have not bome my nane, as being issusd by my olients under their

DAmeS, , » And I'm emclosing an sxample that may interest Charlene and you = a political
booklst about sur tomn, written by Peg (who's an officer of the Republican Town Cosmittes)
on the baslis of an odline that I drafted for her, Purpose, to explain our unussal Jown
to new residants who cdue mainly fron big cities where the form of governmentd is
nothing like ovrs., The map in the middle may explain geography of a tosn with & number
of individual sections, each with its owmn posteffice. . « The bocklet “as gone through a
number of editions and has been imitated in other tomna and cities. Peg still “emoans
the fact that I won't let her give me any oredit for it. I insist that she, noy I, is
the one whose political reputation ia important, |
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6 Aprill9sg

Dear Carroll:

Barly Saturday morning,.. alLﬁsﬁuiet... only thefaint
background muzak drifts through the office. An office that
was filled with smoke and nolse all last week is now strangely
silent.., silent except for the electric typewriter that records
my message to you.

Last week was a week to remember! Johnson declares he
won!t run again. On that news the stockmarket reaches for
the sky breaking all volume records. The assasins bullet
ends a noteworthy life... giving poor excuse for rioting and
looting.

I pray that the Bible'sﬁessagq&s true,., that we go to
a more peaceful place at the end of our short time on the troubled
earth,

And how thankful I am to have my wonderful wife and dear
little children,.. to have been born of such fine parents,..
to have found a hobby in my genealogy that has introduced me
to such fine and wonderful people as you are, Carroll.

When time permits and I sit down to write letters or
answer some, my mlnd turns away from the cares that are and
think about the other person... how can I give him some enjoyment,
how can I help him, how can I entice him to help me, and how can
I complete my project... a never-ending one, at that!

This morning agaln I have re-read your letter, no, your
very interesting and thought provoking document on our Jjoint
project: FHelping each other and arriving at the same goal (a
complete and authentic documentation of the American Belknap
Family Tree).

For the sake of reference and in the desgire to be effecient
and organized, I have numbered each of your paragraphs by page
and will now undertake to answer, comment, elaborate, and explain
wnere the paragraphs reguire,



6 April 68 Page 2

1.1 The rewards have been abundant. Valliant is not the word

for us. The long list of newly found pen-pals, the letters of
appreciation, the knowledge that I have started somethlng tpat
will last forever, the help our Belknap Family Tree Char? will
give to future hobblests... all of these have amply repaid us

for the time and money spent.

1.2 Not only could you have done it, but you could have dong

it better. My only comment is, however, because of your desire
for accuracy you may not have accomplished as much as we have in
so short a period of time (altho in retrospect we have been very
actively engaged in this project for 10 years as you probably
noted from the letters in my file).

1.3. Yes, The burdon has been great, Time is the factor. While
in the Hotel business I worked six days a week getting home most
evenings long after normal people had finished dinner. On week-
ends and holidays I bhften pulled in the driveway near mid-nite,
The resort hotel buginess in Las Vegas is grueling, to say the
least. Thursday was my day off for nine years and a lot had to
be done during that one busy day. Then as the children grew more
time had to be spent helping Charleme with her increased duties
of entertalning, teaching, training, cleaning, etc, the little ones,
Hense the switch out of hotel biz into securities to get tetter
hours and week-ends off, But even now, altho arriving hore at
6ipm the rigors of running an office of 20 people tire me only to
be greated by four wild indians who must be fed, bathed, pajamed
then tucked in. By 8130 when those jobs are accompliched I'm
usually ready for the sack myself. I don't wish my life away...
I don't wish my children to grow up and leave. I love the burdon
of my job... I enjoy and love the burden of my little family, But
when the day comes that the children are married and away and I
have walked out of the smoke filled brokerage office to start
retirement, I know full well that plenty of work still remains

to be done on my hobby.

1.4 Thank you,

1.5 1 made several attempts but the cost of having a copy made
held me hack.

1.6 You have never yet imposed on my time. To the contrary, I
eagerly await your next letter. Ask Charlene, She keven phones

me at the office when the mailman leaves an envelope from 25 Club Rd.
at 1812 Ortiz.

1.7 You are doing a marvelous work and a wonder. I'm doing mine
the wrong way (not enuf documentation and authenticity) and you
are doilng yours the wrong way {(not moving ahead fast enowvgh). So
as I see it, we should make a great team!




6 April 68 Page 3

1.8 Motives. Good item= to bring up early. And while T know

you discuss 1t further in your letter I am grinz to comment on

rine right now and maybe latier on amphifly a little., My problem
is belng money hurigry. 1 llke to have money. T like to he known
ae successful... important. Yet, like all humans 1'm more complex
than just that... A family man... suborninated desires to write...
strong desires to accomplish any and all projecrs cammayaed....and
(1ike many) an escapist. So when I got started cn the Belknap
Family Tree many forces wlthln me were working, I had completed

a very authenticated and documented Taylor Family Tree (I will send
you g copy which yct&a$ return as 1t has nothing to deo with the
Belknaps except that 1t was the seed Tor my later works), But the
Taylor Family--mine--had only been in America very few generatlons
and wasg easy to bring to completion... plus the fact that most of
the work was done before I was hlessed with children and with added
titles and responsibilities in my chosen fleld. So, my motives
in the Belknap project were many fold but ranking high was the
desire to accumulate a great amount of source material for later
years, to make the project self-supporting and/or profitable, and
to become as soon as possible known as the one place 1ln Americax
that any Belknap could write for help (there's that ego again!)

My long range plan was held three goals: (1) Compile and write

a book with interesting thumbnail sketches, histories, etc plus

the complete line for each and every American Belknap. The idea
and method 1s already designed in my mind (2) The most unusual

and fantastic chart of any family in the world, A chart so large
and complete and interesting that museums and libraries world-over
would covete and (3) a project so big that my retirement years
would be consumed with activity rather than be wasted away in the
elty park, bowling green, or brokerage board room.

L ]
e

1.9 And now you know why. Speed and accumulation were my most
important goals. Too many knowledable oldsters dying off wlth
information that I must gather today or lose to all time and
eternity.

1.10 Team work often produces better results,

2,1 Your enduring wife should appreciate that, You won't be
running all around town with "the boys". All that data will keep
you at home "under her feet" (Maybe she would rather have you out?)

2.2 T forsee an easier time for genealogists before 1999 when all
forces join hands and program into the computer all birth and death
statistical data. Then John Jones need only punch the button and
IBM will seconds later type out his complete genealogy.

2.5 And I'm glad you did and hereby give you permission to write
direct any time, For file purposes only, I would appreciate copies
of letters and answers. And, I must remark here, my vanity and ego
could not be deflated by any remarks or criticisms as to my chart

or entries therein. Anyone may rake me over the coals, I know that
the chart is not accurate (and it is so marked on each copy I send
out) =o when you correspond with one of my contacts, feel free to
set the record straight. You and I know what I 4id and why.
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2.6 If we are to continue as a team, we must have mutual faith
and understanding. 1 yield to you as the expert (claiming the
title of opportunist for myself§. I want you to write to any of
my pen~pals. I want you to devote as much attention as you feel
you desire to, You would hurt the project if you didn't.

2,7 If we are to reach our goal, we must work hard and fast,
You, by writing direct, can accomplish much.

2.8 There is no problem. There is no "patent pending". There
is no jealousy, When you write, just keep my files up-to-date.
&nd T will honor you with the same courtesy.

2.9 I have found in my marriage with Charlene that my own selfish
needs are better served by admitting a wrong even when I Xnow I am
right. DMore happiness. DMore constructive advances. So you will
fivid me a lover, not a fighter, If you say, you are not helping

me; so be it. It is not important who is right or #io is wrong.

who is helplng who. What is important is: Is the job getting done?

2,11 Yes, I am willing, But until the demands of my time and

money decrease, how can I? To do the job right it appears to me

one needs freedom from want and worry of want, And, more importantly,
quiet time. T did not inherit nor expect to ever get money 1 have
not earned by my own sweat. So, in these years I must sbre away
funds from income for four college kide, for two boys to go on their
two year missions, for my wife's protection, for our retirment.

My nest egg is growing year by year and I take no back seat to
anyone in my frugality and savings habits., My estate now, looks
very good compared to most of my friends, but... where is the

safety point? Should cancel invade my family... god forbid...

how long do savings last? So, I am Wwilling to do the work but
uneble at the moment,

2.12 How 'bout a team effort (sharing limelight) for the next ten
years? By then, you may be ready to step down and I ready to step

up., Unfortunately, this arrangement puts the burden on you. You

have the time (and from what I rgad between the lines, the money),

I don't). By the way, b0 satisy your curiousity. In the event of

a horrible tragedy ami where Charlene, the four kids, and I are all
killed at once, my last will and testament callsfor a trust fund

to be administered by the Bank of Nevada to hire competent genealogists
to compile and publish (even in roughk undocument form) all of my files
to serve as a helpmate and guide for future Belknaps. Only after this
is done will my brother or brother-in-law get any hand-outs (they don't
need my money anyway).

3.1 I'm planning a ten year association with you, 8o please, no
moreremarks like this one. But, true, you must write without delay.
Time is of the essence. You must do it yourself. You are more
qualified,

3.2 You reached your goal in the business worH. Congratulations,
I'm still after mine,

3.3 Thanks, I would like it that way. (there's that ego againt!)



6 April 1968 Page 5 I started this letter complimenting you on
the length of yours... not it looks 1like you
are a piker.

3.4 Subject to the aforementioned conditions.
3.5 Agreed,

3.6 First attempt would be to have Essex Institute publish (or
some other recognized society). Alternative: Pay to have it
published, I would pitch in my share and would undertake the
sales program to have project break even and/or show profit, T
emphatically disagree on the khaig thought that a limited number

of your works would be typed up and distrivuted. No sir, when
you have reached the point that it is = worth compiling iInto one
document, then lets get it kpublished in hard-back form and I sell
it door-to-~door!

3.7 I wanted to have such a file before I met you. Now my dream
is close to reallzation,

3.8 I understand your feeling.
3,9 Agree to share limelite and work as a team,

3.10 Long range our goals are the same., Short range your goal
would have fit into my long range goal.

4.1 I understand.

4,2 Plenty. Altho not in production, a long time ago 1 devised

a plan to supplement my 20 ft chart with overlays for those families
that I couldn't crowd into the existing chart... so that I did not
have to re-work the orginal copy but could give a person hls own
Belknap Family Tree and its relationship to the master copy.

4,3 Chartwise I could handle it, DBut I must admit that I probably
wouldn't do it right now. (The evil face of money pops up again)
But might do it I had orders for a few charts.

b4 Continue ymm on your course with all sails rigged. Get some
stationery printed at your local lithographers listed both names
and addresses (sample idea inclosed).

.5 An answer will come after ping pong of ideas.

k,6 We do not agree. Your name and reputation... your ability...
wWill add weight to the overall project. You must take an active
center=stage posgition.

h,7 I understand.

4,10 Unfortuneately these comments apply to a lot of my collection
but I am Jjust beginning and the present condition 1s not nor never
was inteded to be authentic... on expeditious,.
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5.3 Agreed,

5.4 Not better than you. More experienced maybe,.. more persistent...
like Babe RButh "I've tried often" He held the record for homeruns...
but l1ittle publiegized was the fact he struck out a record number of
times too... but he tried more often and harder, I intend to keep
trying with nationwlde mailings as I accumulate the money to do so,

&,5 Agreed,

5,6 Terrific! New bait would be great. Not only would it entice
people to write in but would be another step in cementing my
reputation at a fact center for Belknaps. Please write them,
Then I would make another mass mailing coast to coast, Filnancial
help? I embarrassed to discuss this wlth you. I proud enough to
want to do it myself, - But would consider you thoughts. My last
commercial mailing fell short of covering itself thru the sale of
the Family Trees. If I would have sold them for $15 I would have
made a little. But I was afraid Tto lose sales by the higher cost
so elected to lose money instead of distribution of charts, The
most recent mailing I used neighborhood school girls to address
envelopes and just about broke even,

5.7 I want you to write direct. You have the time to help them.
To aliviate you worry about ¢laim jumping, consider the stationery
idea.

5.8 Glad you brought it up.

5.9 This warmed my heart and Charlene got goose pimples when
she read it. Last sentence loockes funny written out but you must
read deep into our religious emotion combined with the love and
respect we have developalfor you.

5.10 Won't be repeated, I understand.
61 Que serd, serd

6.2 No one likes his baloon popped. Ewven if it is in the way
on a crowded subway.

6.3, Partly but not wholely, For the mement you are doing right,
6.5 We appreciate you feeling, Only hope that time bears you out,

6.6 The record testifies to our willingness to spend money. I'm
afraid to slt down to compute expenses in postage, feeg, printing,
driving to L.A, library Geneslogical Dept,, LD phone calls all over
the name to stimulate a missing link, and a host of other expenses.

6,7 The saleof charts should continue.., as they have proven very
popular... and sometime in the future a hard-back book (if only to
raise money for a later edition with finalired info) shold be published
and sold by direct mall. I have 1ldeas on this too.

6.8 I hesitate to solicit pure and simple donations for projects the
gﬁngﬁ§smay not_have an active interest in... but I have some ideas

too. For later. ,
6.9 Yes, IAég;Vf

ol 'rff'




WAGENDA

e -~ HOTEL AND CASINO
A p— A ON THE FABULOUS STRIP
i ' LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

21 Feb 1968

Dear C.B.

You are greatl

Thenx millions for your quick and conplete reply to
the JOHN and MERRICI. BELLNAP genesnlogye. Flease note copy
of letter sent to Canada att::ched,

I have erased from ny chart the nomes of the man
reported to be broihers of Abrsham. But in-as-much-as I've
seen so many reports that seemn to coincide as to this trio,
would you kindly send me your substantiating evidence that
they did not exist? Thanx.

Would you also send me any other corrections and/or
additions you think are important? Would you like zsnother
copy of the chart to do this?

Also inclosed in thils letter is a key to my file box
being shipped to you under separate cover, It is a tin flle
box comnonly found for sale in dime stores and should be ok
for shipping. If bent or damaged enroute, no problsm, a replacement
can easily be obtained,

I won't apologize for the loose and uncoordinated nass
of material. I don't let on to be an expert gerealogist... more
a collector and possibly catalyst for those who need help.

No comments on the stock market or the prospects of the

i 4=

na 1OH & econoay except L0 sS4y I‘ rled I have thls hobby to
tak my mind off the ticker ta and nrr"h or c;;ts.

Your friegnd,

PHONE: 736-2933

TWX 702-248-7061 AREA CODE: 702
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LAS VEGAS SUN
Friday, Jan. 3, 1964

enda
Manager

Resigns

Dick Taylor, managing direc-
tor of the Hacienda Hotel re-
signed yesterday from his board
of directors: position with Clark

. [County Y.M.C.A., Clark County

United  Fund, Hacienda Hotel,
New Frontier Hotel, Mt. Charles-
ton Lodge, and Talent Corpora-
tion of America.

In his resignation, Taylor an-
nounced he had accepted a posi-
tion with Hornblower & Weeks,
!a member firm of the New York
Stock Exchange. His new posie
tion requires him to leaye Las
Vegas, Taylor said.

Warren “Doc’ Bayley, major-
ity owner of the Hacienda and
Mew Frontiér Hotels, accepted
Taylor's resignation “with re-
gret” He stated in a letter
“over the past elght years you
have served. each of the cof-
porations well and unselfishly
gave of your time much more
than ‘the -requirements of an
officer and director. I rememm-
ber all too well the many nights
we spent working out the prob-
lems of the Las Vegas Hacien-
da; many of which ran com-
pletely through the night when
we finally adjourned the meet-
ing. Without such sincere dedi-
cation, the Las Vegas Hacienda
could not be the hotel it is today
end the other corperations, tod,
certainly profited from your
honest and imaginative admin-
istration.

A Planned
Community for
Mature Adulis

For indoor activities yon
have the large and beautl-
#-'hr furnished CLUBHOUSE,

-riaining




23 FPeb 1968

Deayr Mr. Jarvisy

My dear friend snd devoted genealogist, C.Y. Belkmap,
of Conn., has gracl researched cblem end inclosed
is hig recap of the and AP Genealogles.

He has not mentioned any donations for his effort exce
for full and complete information up to the present generation
from where he has left off., If you would supply this information
guptly, I know he would be very appreciative... as will I,
you care to send a check along, t might help with his
tremendous po expense, He dces a great deal of research
on the Delknap and has never asked for monetary ald.

You will note from his work that the Canadian Ball‘:gﬂ:
f£it into my BELENAP FAMILY THEE quite easlly, Soom I
enter all this information on my master copy. you will send
me as much as you have, it will make the addition more completes.

Flease send T_m.ini‘mmtim in duplicate so I can send
a copy to CYB.

Sinc @I‘&ly,




MEL® TO Dick Tayler
FROM Carroll Belknap 2/24/68

Yol latter 2/#1:

(1) Will be delighted te get your file bex of additional data. Den't apolegize fer its
lack of ceerdination. You should see my study.

{3) Canadian sheets: I apelegize fer having sent enly skeletenized pedigrees. Cepilas
with all known dates =mcribbled in are enclesed.

(3} Centributions: Thanks for thinking of this, but I den't need them and den't want anyone
else te pay fer my present enjoyment, GClad te repay the kindness I receive by aiding
esjar peeple,

(4) Back te Canadians: After the revelution and en inte the 19th Century, Belknaps
in Verment and New Hampshire meved baeck and ferth from U 5 te Canada as if ne berder
oxlsted. Probabl¥ quibe a let of Canadiaen Belknapa, 1f we track them down.

(5) The twe nen-existent brethers:  Thoroughly authenticated 1ist ef Bennet's children,
ix New England Histerical and Genealegleal Register, 191, page 194, aa fellews:

Abraham, bapt. 1@ Harch 1589/9@ d in Essex
Frances, baptixed 3 Jan XX8@¥X 1596/1; married 19 Oct 1624, and move, te a tewaa
John, baptized 8 April 15935 buried Sawbridgewsrth 1@ Oct 1655

Danisl, baptised 2 Nev, 1505; buried Netteswell, Essex 19 Oct 1658

Jesiag, baptiged 12 Aug 1599; buried Sawbridgewerth 3 April 167k

Church rugiﬁter, Sawbrldgswerth, shews these children ef Bennet - and ne ethers,
His will names theae chlldren, and ne ethers,

Any téme yeu run short ef tales abeut "three brethers," I cen give yasu #ix different
versiens -— all mers gussswerk —— bad guesswerk. Fer cemment, see paragraph A in
my meme te yeu h/lz/ET, Only ca where this myth is still alive in print is in
3he Back ppges ef Virkus! as—called Cempendium ~— which has little standing ameng
professienal genealegists, as he published withou¥ verificatien whatever anyens aent
¥ hinm,

) Cerrectiens and additiens te ysur charts: Frankly, I'm damned if I knew what te

« Whers you have hiindreds f names, I have theusands. Semewhere areund 30480, I'm
guessing «— in six different cellectliens,—~- and new material keeps ceming almest every
week, The drudgery ef cemparing and ceMating iz going te tyke menths and menths,
TLll TItve checked and rechecked ene set against ether sete, Iamn't veuch fer accuracy,
M every set, including HWEEX HWB's, I find ebvieus N} errers. I den!t really truah
anything until I find seme sert ef cerreberatien, semewhera, Even new, with what I
might think of seading te you, I don't ses how you ceukd use it witheut cempletely
redrawing your charts, Maybe you can think of semething that you ceuld use without
having te start drawing all ever again., TI'll admi% that it would be nice te see
yewxr chart include the enly Americsn Belimap whe has Been famous enough te e in all
resent day eneyeclepediss ~ and alse twe admirals (thrme, I think, but am net yet sure
the third one get that high). Why den’t yeu tell ms what yeu!d mest like te have — te fit
iates your charts -~ and let me see Af I can supply it?



JUST FOR YOUR FILES. NO REPLY NEEDED -~~ UNLESS YOU WANT TO ARGUE.

MEMO TO: Richard Taylor
‘IROM: Carroll Bellmap L/12/67

Seon, I hope -— when I can find enough time te do 1t — I'll start drafting
what I now know of the story of the Bellosap family in England, And of course
I*ll send you a oopy, hoping for corrective cemments where needed. My main
problem, in preparing a tentative draft, will be te correct some of the many
obvious errors that have been ehbalmed in print during the past century or

80, Mudh too oftan, slas, genealogy =— as sometimes practiced — ips mainly

the perpstuation of past errors by uncritical repetition of what somecne has
merely gusssed or assumsd without factual substantiation, Once an srrenecus
statement has been made, it becomes a living thing that refusss te die of its
own accerd — and is mighty hard te kill., Yet, unhappily, much ef what I shall
be writing will have te ammnt te saying that some long-held notiom ™jush aintt
se,"

After this apologetie preface, will you let me vpice some of my ohjestions to
some things in your piece in Finder's Magazine? Of course you aren't responsible
for bhe mistakes, for you have had to accept whatever you received from mexbers
of the family. But I'm sure you don't like being wrong in what you Bay, any more
than I de. Se please take my negative comments in the apirit in which theyare
offered —- and then be tamjfuk thankful, as I am, thal{Finder$® Magazine probably
bas very small circulation,

magaszgine
The comments below refer te marked passages in your ssxiwmxpism splece — copy

| ( F\) snclosed,

s*m fiwe bro%rn." The family tradition that Abraham came te Massachusettis

with rs named "Jogeph" and "Thomas" is an pld one., Like other
* megbers of the famlily, I heard it as a child. It still appsared in primnt

as late as 1942 =- in the wxtwxt untrustworthy dive of Amsricsn Eﬂ&dﬁﬂ.
which wa8 a cemmercial enterprise about on a par with the outfits whic ar
to send you a family tree for five dellars in the hepe ef selling you & replica
of 2 ceat of arms at high price, « « The truth is that the dstailed recerds
1n 190 and tn 195 show that o T s e o, fostar onl Regioter
in 191} and in 197 show tha no nanes — and
that all ef his brethers remalned in England and regred their families theras,
Many efferts te trace the twe mythical brethers have been made — alwaym
with negative results, The root ef the myth, I new beliwe, wga in the
work (if I can call it that) of an early BN inexpert genealogist named Falt
whe also may be the inventer ef the non-existent sen “Jeremy," Felt seems %o
have fallen inte the cemmon trap of moonfusing the generations” ~- (as, indeed,
yourr charts have dene in at least twe instawes that I have nu_tud.;. As ‘sarly ypkx

as 1858 the man who seems to have bssn the most painstaldngly sodute and accurate
compiler of Belknap genealogy (Warregp,of Newburgh, son-in-law of'a Bellmap
daughter) challenged the existence of those two brothers, And in 1950, in

The Regleter, (. Andrews Moriarty (whose authority is just about _mhn:t:l.m;.bl-}
] that Abraham's family was the enly Bellnap family in Massachusetts
in early Ifeo's. . . But Hemry Wyokeff Belknap seems to have aided the myth by
trying to identify as a Bellmap a Thomas Burnap whe came from Aston in Hertferd
county -- tho he later abandoned this claim when he wrote and published

a genealogy of Amricn,t‘u-m-up family.e « Se the mlsleading myth doeantt

die as it properly should,

S

iy wha

Wi :
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2= lr ( I think he was probably a sen of
Thomas, the youngest son of the first
Richard Beltoft; but this is merely
| my surmise, nothing 5!:-:'1-.}
(B) "Eliszabeth and Baltoft,” They were not our ;;ce;t;ors. x%‘l'hia Henxy

was &R 0O exa0t descent has never been established, | On this point,
mbeky it appears that you have been mislefd by someons who read what Henry

Wyckoff Bellnap published in The ster in 191} but did not read the much

fuller and more accurate =a published in The Register in 1931 -

in which he showed that the father of the second Rich Belte Abraham's
grafdfather) was not Henry but Laurence Beltoft — ithe second son of the first
Richard Beltoft, In 1950, fowr years after Henry Eyclkef{ Belknap dled, Meriarty
studied Wik the documents that he higd left and endorsed the conclusion that

ths descent was through Laurence, The name of the wife of Laurence is inimown,

for there were ne church recerds of marriages at that time.

1911 probably deal with this point more fully whem I draft the story
of our English background; but the essentials are in the paragraph
above. . . Meanwhile, for your informatien, I should add that there
is ne authority for naming the wife of the pecond Richard Beltoft as
"Elizabeth," Henry Wyokef{ Belknap gave hwrf this haws in 19—
and again in 197; but the committee who reviwwed his 1931 material (cerrectly)
befors accepting it for phblication pointed out  that there was ne SRR,
substantiation for this name "Elizgbeth,* Henry Wyckefl never challeng
thig comment by the committee, ae far as I have found, So I think we

have te say that the name of ths wife of this Richard (Abrsham's prandfathor
is unknow, Certainly we ocannot trust Hemry Wyckeff's unsupported word,

(C) "a diatan% ﬁ“d part of the I — I wrote to you earlier about this
point, our shows wimwtn pe the ralationship sotually was,

" (D) "People of the beautiful hill® and "originally it way Beltoft," The first
lmewn was Beallm RBellnape & De D ~= 8
Nerman Jnight of net much impertance who ®ame with Willlam e asror

1066, A1l subsequent;jmxex of this name (howsver spelled) :
for Bealknap was sinply a Norman pioe nams end he was Robert of a place
name, somewhers in Normendy — and if any brothers of his alse Ran
nene of them would have used tliat ssme place name, which was net
surname, It would not be uhtll somedime in the nex$ centuwry tin
would be used in England — at a time when there was great advantaj -
that you yom were & Normam. . . A® %o the spellingh l”
I was teaching at Northwesterm University -~
on a copy of a portion of the ed Rell of Battle Abbey, In ether placesfy
as in writings of modern histerians)}Yt appears with other spellings — which
megns nothing excapt that the name was written dawn by clerks pr chroniclers

who wers net members of the family and were merely using phenetic symbols for

the sowids thaythought hmy they heard when the name was spoken, No Norman
knbght oft even noblemsn, ai the time of the Conques§, is kmown te have besn

—-11{{eratu, te sign his name —= and it would hem be a long time befere any Norman

noble e¥ ‘even king of Englandwould be able te do this, « . Not until the
sarly Llith centry de I find any recard of a membsr of ths family whe cawld
sign his name (the first I find was Jeim de Beallnap, whe was practicing
1aw in Lendom in 1346, and he and his sen Rebert who became chief justice

of the Gourt of Commen Fleas Y spelled it "de Bealimap), In the
records ef the royal Oeurt, as in the houssheld of the Queen, the name wss
still belng spelled "Bealknap" as late as 1422, Semstime bewween then and the
reign ef Henry the Eighth the vowel sound ef the first syllable shortened

te "eh? (a change eccuring cemmonly in the developrant ef Modern English outb
of Middle English) and the first syllable became "Bel" ~ and during the same
peried (when hatred of France was mounting higher and higher) the "de" moxx



""-—..,_________//

A1l of these nonsenfe s

(E) ®oftwn we find BelnaE."
instances in which the "k®

drepped

was drrpmst -- a8 1t was by almost all English families of Norman or Angevin

ang

As te "Beltoft," the evidence shows unmistakably (in my opiniuon) that it was
an allas used for at lesst a century and a half by a village family whe knew

s no matier how great their famllies ware ar had been,

that they were properly Belimaps and who suddenly in ene generstion”(led by

that genargtion's unole, Joslas) resumed thelr proper family name (with various
spellinge depending on what clerk or lawyer or pastor wrote it, for that whole

generation of our family was illiteryte - though it is pessible that the

uncle could sign hie name, as "Bullmappe.")

this point when I draft the story ef our English background,

I'1} discusse the evidence on

But I have

ne hepe the mystery of why the Beltoft alizs was usad will ever be
What solved,

I can be certain about is that peor earnest Henry Myckeff
Beliknap was consistent in misinterpreting the svidence for more than 20 years,

56y nowy do I need to say that all the sfforts te say what the name means

heve been just nensence?

English) can't bs used te @
Norpandy. Both ®knap" and "toft" are 0ld English words,
"hiJ1" in "pepple of the beautiful hill.®
a8 the meanig of "Bal.®

0Old Endish reots (that is, Pre-Conguest Eakiskx
xplein the meaning of a name originating in

3e scratch out
Equally, scratch jut "beautifuln
The prefix VYbel™ with that meaning did not oome inte

use in Middle English fgmmw (pest-Jonquest) for 100 years or more after

the Comques$ . And, anyway, the eriginal sound of the first able mfk of

s0 the various
speilings indicate te anyone who knows the prenunciation of the Middle English
language.

. ‘Thers have been even millier)
: 7 hill®has been,*

the hame must have bsen something like "ball® — not "bell"

‘explanations

put inte print just as "beautiful
For instance, transalating "veal™ as “pussage botween twe hillsh
or something like that, because there was once an old Gaelic word that looked

1l ke "beal® but never was adepted inte any varlety of English, , . Or saying

that "bel" megnes "pretty®" and “knap" comes from old Jermanic "Knabe® which

W as bever a part of any variety ¢f the French languaga,

explanations
But of course, there wasntt any worthwhile kn

xplanation:

i )
O

e R g

(boy)

seam bo have besn voilned during the 19th
century — by persens’whe had net even a rudimentary knmowledge six of

Btmmgy.
in the United States wntil sometimes after 1890 or 1900,
en absurd; mxpiakimm of the mesning of the name is in print does not give Hyoox
it any authority,

ge of etymology
[ A | th!faﬂttb.i'h

Tou lave naturally used the explmations given to you by correspondents, But
nune ef them deservea anything more than a swile,

All ws can say =~ yet —
<9

our name came from an obscure Norman knight named Rebert, who came
from a plice in Novmandy that had & name that seundud {te cler':s and scribes)
somatbing 1iks "ball-knahp® —— with the "k" sounded s in King Enut (Ganute)
and with the main emphsihis surely on the last sylladle until some csnturies
after the Conquest.,

In England, I have found only twe small moment
was omitted —~ both being written by a pastor or
¢leri: who had only short scquaintance with any msmmes members of the family
In America, I have found the Pk" omitted only by our Mermon cousins,
other branch of the family sver left out the "k™, T hope you'll correct me,

IT any,
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(F) moan wear a eld.® I wish this wers truye. But the rules of English
hersldry permit % actual use of a comt of arms only by direct lineal

descendants of ssmecne whese xxmwwomtm title was hereditary -—— as mere
knhghthood never was or has besn. The names and arms of the few American
farnilies whe have this right are published in Debretty and we are not among
“thedl,, s just nice to inow that some men who bore our name were knighted
- hm;\ thatta all, We don't even have any proof of descent froz any of
thoss lmightp,

(@) "oerrespondence, stc." Nong of Abraham's brothers could even sign their
names -~ nor ceuld hls father nor hls wife, As Abraham was the oldest son
of Bennot, it's safe to assume that he too was illiterate. . . As Ehoooox
to "Sawbridgewarth friends and relatives," Abraham hadn't lived there fer

at lsast 15 years befors he came te Amsrica, prakix probably several Yyears
more than that = and Mary his wife did not come from there (elss the

church recerds of Sawbridgeworth would show the marriage, for the weddings

of village girls in those days weres held in their own homes,) . . » I have'nt
found any confirmatien of her name as Webster, for Walter Belimap died in

1965 and his widow couldn*t give me the answer, However, Webster (meaning
Bweaver®) is plaueible, for virtually every village home in Bssex wherse .
Abraham and “ary lived had a jeom in thése days., GSome villagers made a pretty
good living out of weaving, even ‘though landless 1'':e Abraham, (Maybe thatts
how Abraham accumulated the passage money for himself and Mamy and three :":%
children, & net inconsiderable sum and something I've been wondering about, :’

PRI

Lyoking back at that last paragraph, I see I should add g bit more information
tp cowntaract some misinformatien in your filess For years befove he Tinally
lasrned better, Henry Wyckeff Bellnap kept telling people that "Abraham
cura from Soorkdpmmocdt and I don't think he ever publicly acknewledged

this repeated error, Eﬂﬂ 4d ”:__.«
The truth is that from at least about 1620 ~~ prebably at least a yea™
earlisr w= Abrakan Jived in county Essex, first al Netteswsll (of Netswell, -

depending on who spalisd 1t; across the river a few miles away from aawbridgmrtﬁ}
and then at North Weald, an Essex town nuar Epping — and that it was frem

: Epping that he came te America, HcaieeE

And — forgive wry humor -~ a brieffl comment about spelling., The records of
or village ancestors, over a peried of imsaxklx iwe oon‘urles, centain

26 differing spellings of Sawbridgeworth and 15 dlffering spellings of
Balimap — with our pxmem® present spelling,"Selkn.p] bsing very late

in appesring,  On well, how slse could it be, when semi-illiterfate pasters
and legal clerke wers trying te spsll what thay theught they heard, with the
sound depending on whe was spealdng?




MEMO TO Dick Tayler 1/38/68
FROY Carrell Belknap

Thanks fer tha articls about Johm Belknap $he gun-maker., I fear I cantt help
you on tracing his output, as the only gum expert whom I know i1s in Flerida for
the winter. Later, perhaps, I may be able te tell you where te find out about
that Johm's guna.

All T can do at the moment is to tell you what little I knew about dWi¥x him,

His father: Ames (not Ames} Kimball Belknap (according te H W Belknap) was

borm 3 Aug 1804, married Sarah Barker (er "Lydia" in the Vital Recerds) Joxx

31 Dec 1829 (possibly his secend wife, as sald to have married Rebecca Heath

27 May 1828 — if se, she must have dled moom after marriage.) ... died 1 Jume 1§83
(er 1882 accemdng te Vital Records, but I think 1883 ia the cerrect date; the
Vitsl Statistics in New Engladd wore eftem erratic befere 1850) Age et death is
glven 78.%«28. A very well kuewn blackamith, "Belkmapville at the waterpswer of
Sleeparts River was where the werks were,"

Children: Ames Jr — Franklim ~~ Jehr —- Sargh Jams ~— Amn Eliza.

Ne mentisn of military service for Ames the father =~ but HVWEB!'s emtry ef Civil
War service fer Amos Jr may be an error. (HWB made mers than ome swsm ef thia
kind,) errar

Johm ~~ berm 3 Jume 1840, died 27 Nev 1889 (1888 in Vital Recerds), Married

Mary Jame Wright 15 Jume 1861 — lived amd died St, Jehmsbury —— "Wag mere ingemious
tham hia father, e builk the dam em Passumpsis River and wes swept sver it amd
drowmed."

The quetations are frem The Tewn eof S5t, Jehnsbury, Vi., by Edward T, Fairbanks, 191k,
Simce this is a relatively recent beek, yeur lecal library may be able te get it
gor you through Im¥erlibrary lLoam.

In HWE's netes, there is mo record of gpum-making,

John had twe sons, but I have ne recerd ef their childreli. Se I can't suggest
nanes fer you %o write te about gunas,

From John's datss, it ascems likely (%8 = laymam like me) that the beautiful rifle
degcribed in the article mzay have been one of the 1la8t muzzle-leadimg rifles made
in this country. If so, the becks sn eld guns eught ®o mentiem this Jehm, I
should think,

Possibly you might wish te write to the author of the article and ask him fer
the mource eof his informatien about Amos and Johm,
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Llory-engraved Model 1833 Sharp’s slant-
breech sporting carbine in Boston, sev-
eral nice Winchesters in New Hamp-
shire, a cased Kendall under-hammer
combination rifle-shotgun set in Arling-
ton, Vt., and had bought the Sanborn
collection, including the cased Whit-
more, but we had not found any trace
of the Belknap. At least I thought we
hadn’t

On our way back to Colorado, we
stopped to visit some friends at New-
found Lake in New Hampshire. During
that entire visit, a chance conversation
that I had had with a pari-time gun
dealer pear 5t. Johnsbury kept creep-
ing into my thoughts. It was so persist-
ent that it annoyed me. [ awoke in the
night the last night we were there and
laid a long time trying lo add it up and
get some kind of an answer. I never
was much good at arithmetic, but it
suddenly dawned -on me that the two
and two 1 was trying to add did not
make five! By thunder it made four
and I had my answer!

I grinned to myself and turned over
and went to sleep, but the next morn-
ing we headed back north to St. Johns-
bury, insiead of south toward Boston
and Colorado. When the wife asked
me, “How come?" I told her that a lit-
tle bird flew in the window and told
me where to Iind the missing Belknap.
She opined that the next birds I saw
would probably be bigger, and that
they would be wearing white coats, but
having been married to the same man
many years, she asked no further ques-
lions and offered no objections.

The place I was heading for was one
of those gracious early Vermont homes
that had been a way station on the old
Boston Post Road in a little hamlet a
few miles north of St. Johnshury. When
we arr'ved, I asked the owner if by any
chance he might have an old rifle made
by John Belknap. His answer was,
“Yes, I do. It.is not for sale, but would
you like to see jt?’" and he invited us in.

The house was a virtual museum
of wonderful Vermont antiques of all
kinds and the man and his wife took us
through it. The furniture, bedding, lin-
ens, dishes, silver, yes, nearly every-
thing was of an age of a hundred years
or more ago and of indescribable beau-
ty. They were using them all in their
everyday living and enjoying them as
hey were intended to be used and en-
joyed. Just seeing thal home was worth
our entire trip.

Today’s hunter may never he far from
a road or civilization, but Belknap
placed a compass where It would al-
ways be handy.

MAY, 1956

The Belknap rifle was i Iis original
case on a mantie in the parlor, T doubt
that I have sufficienf command of
words to adequately describe it, but it
was the most exquisitely done Ameri-
can arm that I have ever seen.

The one-piece shoulder stock and fore-
arm, with delicately shaped cheek
piece, was very dark reddish brown,
beaujfully grained and exiremely hard.
Frankly, I do not know from what kind
of wood the stock was made. I can
readily see why it might be called
“rosewood mahogany” even though
there “‘aint no such animal.”’ It is not
mapile, nor does it appear to be mahog-
any, nor any type of walnut with which
1 am familiar. I do not think that it is
domestic redwood, mnor cherry. One
man well posted in the gunstock field
has suggested that it might be French
or Italian walnut, but he was frank to
say that he was not at all sure. It may
be imported rosewood.

The heavy butiplate, forearm cap,
trigger guard, front sight hood, ramrod
ferrules, and many inlays—including a
passenger pigeon in flight and a coat
of arms with an eagle with spread
wings on crossed flags and arrows —
appeared to be coin silver. The black
ebony ramrod is inlaid with seven thin
sirands of silver in spirals to match
the twist of the rifling. There are six
powder cups or measures inserted in
two sets of three in the underside of
the stock between the butiplate and

trigger guard. The lock, tang, and ham-

mer are plated with German silver
and all are beautifully engraved in

seroil. The lock is signed “John Belk-
nap—St. Johnsbury, Vt."”

The octagon barrel is 27% inches long
{inside measurement) and has the ear-
Iy rich brown finish. It is engraved in
nicely done scroll in [ront of the hreech
and near the muzzie, The piece i5 43%
inches overall and weighs but 7-1%
pounds. It has a very finre hooded post
front sight, an adjustable rear target
peep sight, and double-set triggers. It
is a “tight’’ .38 caliber,

The gun was cased in a full-length
case that is probably rosewood, lined
with red velvet, a folding silver ring
handle in the lid, complete with acces-
sories including a double-cavity buliet
mold marked “38", false muzzle, bullet
sizer, bullet starter and ‘‘cross” patch
cuiter. The powder flask was missing.

A senior member of a muzzle loading
club who recently examined this gun-
best described it by saying, It is old-
er than my grandmother, but it fits my
shioulder like a sixieen-year-old girl."”
No‘hing was left undone to make the
Set “a thing of beauty and a joy for-
ever."

Qur host and owner of the Belknap
had only ope other antique arm, a fully
engraved, nickel-plated, cased Manhat-
tan pistol, but he had a number of very
fine modern sporting arms, particularly
double-barrelled shotguns, After we had
discussed gun collecting ( in which he
‘ook keen interest) and shooting for
perhaps an hour, I asked him whether
he might consider parting with the

(Turn Page)




Belknap Rifles

{Continued)

Belknap. His first reaction was nega-
tive, He told me that the set had heen
made by Belknap for his grandfather
and had passed on to his mother and
then to him.

On second thought, however, he com-
mented to the effect that he was not
a gun collector and that the set really
should be in a collection or a museuln.
He said that he might someday decide
lo sell it, and if he did he would give
me the first chance to buy it, but that
the price would be substantial.

1 told the man that 1 appreciated his
reluctance to part with such a fine heir-
loom, and that it was not my desire lo
urge him to do so, but 1 did want to
paint out that T lived a long way from
Vermont, and that there was danger
in shipping such & fine set so far, that
I would much prefer 1o take it with us,

13
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carefully wrapped on the cushions of
our car, if he could see fit to sell it at
that time. After comsiderable thought,
he finally said that he would sell the
set and named the price! It was sub-
stantial!

1 made some quick mental calcula-
tions on just how many meals and beds
we would Tequire on our way back to
Colorado, silently thanked the major
0il companies for providing gasoline
credit cards, and stole a quick look out
of the corner of my eye at my wife.
She has never objected nor complained
about my purchase of a gum, but I
wanted 1o be sure she hadn't fainted.
I saw an ear twitch and an eyelid quiv-
er and then a smile. It was a tremulous
little smile, but it was a smile!

As I counted out the cwrency and
signed travellers checks to make up
the balance, 1 jokingly asked i ihe
price included the Manhatian pistol
The man answered, “No, T really meant
just the rifle. However, the pistol
really of no use to me. You may have
them both. We had returned home and

Author is justly proud of the result of
his prolonged search of many years.

had owned the pistol nearly a month
before 1 examined it closely enough
te realize that it was Woll-engraved!

What little T have been able (o learn
of the life of John Belknap is very in-
teresting. He and his brother, Ames,
Jr., were sons of Ames Belknap, Sr.,
whio died in 1883 at the mature age of
78. The elder Belknap was a blacksmith
by occupation and an artist in his field.
He was one of the oldest soldiers in the
Union Army, being nearly 60 years
of age, He accompanied General Wil-
jinm Tecumseh Sherman on his fam-
ous March To The Sea and distin-
guished himsel! by his uncanny ability
in the repair of locomotives and roll-
ing stock, so necessary to the invading
army's success. He was described as
nothing shorl of a genius in seiting up
and operating a blacksmith forge un-
der the most difficult conditions,

So far as I have been able to ascer-
tain, neither of the Belknap sons served
in the Civil War, This information, how-
ever, has nol been completely verified.
It is known that the two brothers took
over their father's blacksmith business
in St. Johnsbury and produced a Jarge
number of high quality hand tools and
knives, many of which are said to still
be in use in Vermont.

John Belknap, at a date not clear,
took up gun making and hydraulic en-
gineering, more or less as sidelines. As
a hydraulic engineer, he buill some Lop
grade water wheels and pumps. He
also built the first dam across the Pass-
umpsic River in the town of 5L Johns-
bury, It was this dam that led 1o his
death by a tragic accident in 1888,

The dam building project was beset
with troubles and difficulties from its
inception, It bécame the subject of rid-
icule, criticism and jokes, some of them
rather crude. Finally Belimap declared
publicly that he would “have water
over ihe dam by the fellowing Saturday
in spite of God (a preily strong state-
ment for a Vermonter) man, or the
devil.”

On that fateful Saturday morning,
just as the water was beginning to
flow over the dam, a gigantic timber
was seen moving down stream with the
current, Yankee frugality dictated that
the valuable wood be salvaged. Belk-
nap set out in a small skiff lo attach
a line to it. The bttle crall swamped
and was swept over (he dam with its
pecupant and the coveted timber, John
Belknap was drowned.

I have been able to learn of only three
SHOOTING TIMES

el
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Sunday
21 Jan 763

Degr Ca.roll:

Thanks very much for your thoughtfulness
in sending wme coples of your lettsrs to Della,
You are a fine friend,

I am so glad that you and Della are woiking
tegether, Ycu zre both fine people vedicsted to
authenticity and successful pursuit of z goal,

My efforts have been more loose and light hearted
wilth more etivhasis on stirring imaginations and

collecting lcose ends, If my work has helped you
and Della (snd ¢ny unknown researcher) I =m glad,

Soon I hope to mail you a xrx copy of a
mogazine article I ran across that really stirs
the imagination.

Flease continue to send copics to ries.. I
read every word. As yet I have not taken your
letters to d:uble checli my charts.., this I will
do some lazy afternoon... unless you have been
updating the chert yourself, If so, I'd gladly
have another printed for ycu.

Charlene and I are glsd to be bzek in Laos
Vegas. Pala S:ings wss nice but very sedate and

e 1 iH ] 4 45 T
Wi Tw L= 2dl] e g VLDl LIV LI WL 1
o ; 1 | 4 O
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town (so doe
Thinks agains for your letters. e enjoy

(ella oI 31 1.5 & 1
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10/5/67
MEMO T0: Dick Tayler
FROM: Carrell Belimap

Ever sincs I wrete te you abeut the recerds I brought heme frem Salem,

I'va bemthimicing I sheukd shew yeu an exanple ef what I called "Data
Sheets."

Se here's a cepy of a rsassnably typical ens — fairly cemplete — subject
te questien en some detalls — in need, I think, ef careful cemparissn with
oy own semewhat differing recerds — and conteingng seme blanks that I mey
bs abls ta fill.

After editing HWE's data shhets as carsfully as I can, I'll have the task ef
adding a let mers similar sheets frem my recerds,

Perhaps I sheuld explain the key numbers that HWB used.

afne
u52% — the numberl identifying this Samusl Belknap in HWB's recerds.

4" —. abeve the names e¢f the man and his wife — indicates gmxrmx feurth
generatien in America.

"(15, iy 1)* == indicates line ef descent — men #f Ebenezer #ik #15, grandsen
of Semual #li, great grandsen of Abraham #1 =



MEMD TOs Diok Taylor
FROM: Carroll Ballmap 12/4/67

- Just & note %9 keep h.'tounh with you,.

I'm still im process of preliminary spade work -- thua no®
yot ready to ask for a look at your files of umpublished
data,

Many tough problams %o solve — mainly ones involving
quastion-ble identifications. ‘

Worst ome, thus far, is the disputed parentage of the
Jesse Belimap who dropped she "k" — No. 36 om your
chast, Informatiom received from Della Bslnap, thus
trying %o follow wp all ohher posaibls olues,



READ THIS AT YOUR CONVENIENCE. IT DOESN'T NEED AN IMMEDIATE ANSWER.

25 Club Road
MEMO TO: Dick Taylor Riversidep Conn., 06878
FROMs Carroll Belimap Septs 28, 1967

I owe it to you to tell you whers my work now stands and what I plan to ba doing
in the coming momtha, for them'll be a question about the possible extent of your
participation,

Last night I returnsd from Salem with some 75 pounds of the Belknap family papwers
left by Henry Wyokoff Belknap = how many thousands of pafges and sheets and
documents and clippings I oannot aven guess, Dumugkx Through the great courtesy

of Essex Institute, the owher, these papers have been lent to the Greenwich Historioal
Society so that I may have access to imiM them, {Once the Institute people decided
that I was £it to be trusted, the rest of the negotiation was mx relatively easy.)

I feel that you should know mE the present location of this great body of material.

Thas papers divide into three maln claasiflicatlons:

1, Five binders of Data Sheets, one or twe (sometimes mors) for each
individual persons The American binders begin with Abraham, numbered "1®,
and end with #1713 for Priscilla Aldsn Belknap, Henry Wyckoff?'s niece
who was & direct descendent of Jobn and Priscills Alden, They centain ,
alse, hundreds of names to which he did not assign a number though I
think he sheuld have done sc, These Data Sheets show dates of birth,

marriage and death — name and pgrentage of wkfm spouse, =- names and
dates of children — residsnce gddresses -—— and what is known about the
person's career. (Not all shhets, of course, contain complete entries,)

2 %2 or more manila folders containgng the source material on which the

Data Shests are based,
containing

3o A numberf of folders, mmckximg copies of soms thirty years of
correspondence, ¥ hundreds smx thousgnds of sheets , Totally _ .-
unorganised, yet. - O v 'mumber|

There is reason to think that T'1l have to go back to Salem soms time later, te
spend days searcning the files of his work on other families, b ses what Bellnap
data they may contain -= for he weorksd simul taneously on a,mmmmr of familles, some

of which he sometimes thought were variants of Bslknap. Bui this will come later.
Meanwhile, as I now sse i%, my work will go through such phases as the fellowing:

PHASE 1: Making electrostatio copies of HWB's Data Sheets, for my own use, so that
I can cerrect his errors (when pessible) without defacing his recordes Also, making
facaimile copies of latters, glippd.ngs, etc., where I find this to be necessary.

PHASE 2: On my facsimile copies, making correotions of known errors — by comparisen
with my recerds and yours, and by detecting his mere olerical prrors (as when he
listed me as the son of my grandfather, although he knew better), I have much that
he did net have,

PHASE .31 Adding Data Sheets for persons not included in his materlal — mostly
mo:;bs:ﬁg of genmerations later than the 10¥h Generation §n America, for he dled
in 1946,

PHASE L1 (Or maybe befors Phase 3) Making an alphabetical indes of all names in
Data Sheets, in order te find and trace omissions that need to be remedied, HWB



prepared an index of this kind, but it was destroyed in what is locally called
"The Great Salem Fire," bafore his death. :

PHASE 5: Putting together a oewphetq chromological catalog, pwoperly indexed,
of all known Bellkmaps past and present ~— &3 far as I then lmow about them -
with the records of their lives where anything is knowm,

How far I ge beyond that, I cannet say at present — except that of course Il
write a narrative summary centering mainly on my own branch of the family, for
the information of my children and grandchildren,

complete Am““’“\

Woat I've called "a chronological catalog" will not be ammim --\ner can I dare

hope that it will be entirely accurate. But I can hops that it show clearly
what is reliably kmown to date — and what is doubtful or subjecty to question

and in need of further steady — thus leaving for you and others future days
Same semblance of a clear trail, fwmmcfwmx free from at least s of the many
errers that have orept inte print in the past three centuries, ving the same

opinien that I do, about the probable accuracy and completehess of this
cataleg, the peaple at Pasex Institute (one of the two or three chisf centera
of genealogioal research in this country) have suggested that the Institute BaY
wish te censider publishing it — but this is merely a possibility, fer future
thought,

eutlined
Along with the werk I have gttt so optimistically, above, I'll have a lot ef
other things to de — cerrespondsnce with other members of the family who can
provide gdditional data, correspondence with spurces in lngland about matters
that Henry Wekeff Bellnap did not inwestigate, study of the microfilms of the
sarly U S Census ¥ up to 18L0 (thus far I have studied only the first one, for
1790) — and s0 on and en,

5@, a3 you can see, I have sentenced pyself te hard labor for msny months te
came. Fortunataly, I have both the interwst and the time. So wish me luck,
And don't expect much fiom me while I'm still twwmcemax immersed in detail,

Row, my question about the degree and extent of your pessible participation

in what I plan to do. DBut lat me say, swiftly, that I'm not thinking of asking
you te devets any time to the job. What I'm thinking about is something very
different. I owe to you the stimulus that has led ms this far and I owe it
to you te offer you the epportunity to ald — if a surmise of mine is even
paxrthally correct.

M swrmise is that you probably have, in your files, a lof of notes and names
of Belimaps that you have not yet found occasion to ingert in your charts «-
Just as HWB's recerds ocontain hundreds and hundreds of names that do mot yet
Appear in your charts -~ and so de mins,

S0, when I arrive at what I'Ve termed my "PHASE I" - adding more Data Sheets —
you may pessibly dscide te do what I'd do if I were $ou. That i, ship to me

at my expenase everything that you have in your files but have not yet entered

in your charts — ao that I can make electrostatic copies of all of iyl and then
ship ypur material back te you, prouptly. From my copies of your material, I
could then detsraine what I do not yet have from HWB's racords, my records, and
your charts =— and add Data Shikets for such parsons to the set of ets that IT11
be building up, ht(




“3-

That last paragraph, now that I re-read it, seems rather clumsily werded, But
asybe itts pemi-intelliglble.

If you decids to do what I've suggesied, the material would have te be properly
teooted in transit. It would have te be shipped as First Class Mall, Registersd.
s would be a bit expensive, perhaps, but I'll gledly assume the coat — both
Waya,.

This 1an8T semetning that has to be decided at oncs, T weuldnt't be able e teuch
your thus~-far-unugsd materisl till at least a menth er se frem new, If the idea
appeals te you, I can tell you when I'm ready -- gu.mtu:l.ng te ship yeur
material back e yeu within a week after it reachss me, for it wen't taks me leng
te run off fuosimile ceples of it here in my study.

Se please think abeut my suggestien, at yeur leisure, and let me knew what yeu
think ef it, when ysu get areund e i%,

Te me, it sesms enly cemmen senss te try te cembine all three seis ef data -
Henry WyokefI's, mine, and yours{beyend what yeu have thus far entered in yeur charts),
I hope yeu'll fesl the same way about 1t, :




MEMD TO: Dick Taylor

" Wish me luck.

Last weak at Salem I had ths eppertimity te examine the papers left by
E.T;Gry Wyckeff Belimap -~ which had not been teuched sinuce his death in
194 ' . .

I'm now engaged in degling with the red tape lmvolved in getting some
thousands ef pages of data on the Bellmap famiiy shipped te Greenwloh,

30 that I can spend the fall and winter worlking with them. I think I'1l
suvced in hawving this dome,

Wish me luak,
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I+ Feb 1967
Valentine's Doy

Carroll Belknap i
i e iwb Read WISE INVESTMENTS NOW MAY MEAN
Aiverside, Conn. CAREFREE RETIREMENT, TRAVEL AND

SECURITY FOR YOU IN THE YEARS AHEAD

Youlr letters have been great... your co! tlection of
information is very valuable., I bought & metal file s
cabinet this week-end just co saleguard such materligl.

Regarding your quegtlon' Wibraham's wife, pr s il
Walter Kerr Fea_n:., 7 Main Street, Ln;s_?t;zgﬁuan, gave
me the last nsame of Hary as being "Webster! ./fﬁalter is
the past-president oI the 1isuo ical soelely” there and
collector of a great mass of Belknsp datsg He “1ﬁ: vorked
clesely with the Library st Hewburgh onfhe Bellnay records.

Hls records sinouléd be copled along wij# yours :pd published
(in memeographed form) so that tuis Freomendous wealth of
information can be shared from coggf tc coast.

Walter ierr gave me a zresk deal of inlormatioBess I
have several long letters frophim on file, I have heard
thru the grapevine thot hisZile vwas taken 1n an suto accldent
last year. RIP

fived your letiter from Connecticut

tm W Jones Belinan out West at Eahului,
reglly a swell zuy, llke yourself. I you
to meet him, drop a note e¢/o P.0. Box 1568,

The sazme cay I 1
ived a leutel ;

26 I really enjoy being a middle-man in

this Belknap HResearch program. Letters from all

over the word come to me... grest? Wish I had

'1%hﬁlﬂu to really eutline it all. . Up  Tesunow Lk
LO“CCd te file it all and use only thelshriges

RICHARD B, TAYLOR . .. STOCKS . ! BONDS ... .-MUTUAL FUNDS ., . . . “TAX EXEMPTSY BUSINESS -~ PHONE
REGISTERED SECURITY REPRESENTATIVE 126 NO. PALM CANYON DR., PALM SPRINGS, CALIF. 714-.324-1126




MEMO TO: R B Taylor
-m:,u:mllmm LA2/67

I'm retwding to you the papers you received from Clark Belimap in 1962, which
you so kindly lent to me,

I have made coples of them, for my filss — ibecluding my notations of & mumksxsx

sizable momae mmber of srrors — mdstly made many years ago by Henry Wyckoff
Belknap,



MEMO TO: RICHARD TAYLOR : O R
FAOM: CARROLL BELKNap -~ \ A L/12/67

Soon, when I have time, I'll draft what I now know of the story of the Belknap

name and family in En And of course I'11 send you. &{-copgr. But in the
meantime, I think, I ow o it to you to write this memo abdout what ceem to be errers

in your published piec.. Flease take xuy cormengs in the spirit in which they

are offered. They refer to the marked passages in the copy of your piece, snclosed.

(A) "two brothera,” The' family tradition that Abraham ceme to Massachusetts with
two brothers is an old ons, Jike others in the family, I heard this legend as a
c¢hild. It ati)l appears in print in the Compendium of American (Qenealogy, Vol. VII,
page 832, whioh” _-ll e brpthars adRjeseph® and "Thomas," Detailed records
published inaJ93L in New Engladd Historical and Gensalegical Register
show that .I.hﬂhll had no brothers of such names, and that all ef his brothaerse
remained in England, All efforts to trace any hrothere in America have failed,
Werren, in NEH & O R 1058, skxximx challenged the tradition., Moriarty, in N E
R&Q E 1950, stated flatly that Abramsm's family was the only Bellmap family

in Massachusetto in the early 1600's, The root of the error may be the work of
an early and inexpart geneslogiat, Pelt, who seems to have mistaken some sons and
grandsons as brothers. Felt is also, probably, the originator of the son *Jeremy®
vho certainly never exisved — anothor confusion of generations, appa’rsntly.

1931
RISttt :
{B) "Elizabeth a.nl Eenry Beltoftr, | They were not our ancestors. In 191k,
in lma;p named Henry as the father of the Rlcherd

who was Abrahem's gruddi‘lt-har In X¥ERL N E H & G R, he published fuller and
mors detalled records indicating that this was an error, and that Richard's
fother was Laurence Beltoft. In 1950 - four years after Renry Wyokoff Belknsap
died — G, Andrews Moriarty reviewed ths documents and published in NEH & QR
his endorsement of the findings of 1931. Whoever gave you the data on which
your chart ia based, I judge, must not have gone beyond the 19h volmme of
NEH&LGR, . . That Hewy hes never been ldentified, Presumably he
was a cousin of Leurence, #Belbtefh] (HYCEMNEXXNXEXELXMRENCIYLXNARIEL XTKASKN
(My guess is that he was mﬁ‘:ﬁm a son of the Thomas Beltoft who was the voungest
son of the first Richard BelteftYX -- the one who died between 1500 and 1510 ==
but there is ne authority for this surmbse of mine.)

Also, I should addp Xkat there is ne substantiatien of Henry Wykoff Belknaphs

statement that the graimother mi of Abrahgw wxwomm —- wife of the second
Ichard Beltoft — was named "Elizabeth.® This was challnged by the

editors of his 193] piece In K E H & G R,

(G) ra distantly related part of the fanily.? I wrote te you earlier about this
point-

(D) "Hﬁ of the butrtd.ml hill“ and -Ep._:%g 14 wes Baltoft," The first

D was came with the Conguerer,
I have sesn his name (thus apslled)on a copy of the Battle Abbey Roll at Korthweatsrn
Unlversity, Other spellinge of this first man's name (by later scribes) include
"Dalknape” — as in artiele on the later 8ir Rbbert in the British Dictlon: of
National Bi . But the name remained "de Bealknap" until about 1500 —— %"ﬁr

ame spelled Bellmap, minus the "de," As one genoslogiet pointed out
in 1898, it was ebviously a Norwan place-nams. Efforts te translate it by using
words like "knap" and "toft", which are 0Old Ewkiwik English werds (that 1s,

pre=Cenguest and never a part of Norman French m*;mm




= /jl -2.- i g s LR

Fe { nmeny of

——— —_"T_
merely betray ignorance of elementary etymelegy. But there was|a lot of this sort of
ignorance in America in the 19th Century - so much of it that }\t.hu so~called
"derivations" in Webster's Dictionary were simply ridiculous as late as 1920, Se
the published sxpkxkimwm "Peeple of the Beautiful Hillh (n in Connectiout Gensalogy) is
xxx worth no more than » smile, But there have been woxp d ones — 8uch as
assuming that Lioodmexk "beal” is the old Gaelie word that never was adbpted inte
the Engliah language .= and the confusion of Riampg "knap® or "imape" wilth old
Germenis "knabe," hence®Bsautiful boy" eor some such rionsense, All ef which
ampunts te saying that all we can say is that the mams is a Norman place-name of
unknown meaning, The first known Belknap was simply "Sir Robart of auch-and-such
a place in Nermandy,"

As te "Belteft,” 1t wammk was —- quite plainly — an alias used for more than

a century and a half by & village famlly whe wore preperly Belknaps, This seems
to be the only concluslon that can be drawn from the documented recerd of that
family, It11l deal more fully with this point when I write the Emglish part

of our story. ; #"

(E) "often we find Belnap.” I have found only 't@u momentary #nstances in vhich
the KW wae omitted in England — beth being errors by persons who were not mejpbers
of the family. And the only smi;!mwz T have found in America are our Mermon
cousins, If any other mapa /' ‘branch of the family depx dreppad the
nk#. T hope you'll tell me abo ~T411 T learn better, I'll have te say "seldon®
instead of mafton.®

Yere I ghould add that it seems practically certain that for some centuriles,
in England — from the 11lth century till at least the end of the lhth contury =
the "k" wes sounded, I think T'1ll be able te show that the early powwmsiatimn
pronunciation up %o and including Chaucerts time, was something like NmmpexhIioooouapcxix
"bay-ahlk-nep." (The change to belnep was far less than the change in other
names of simllar Nerman orlgin — for example, another companion of the
Gonguercr, de Mailherbe, whese descendents are called "lhllabr'f although the
gpelling remains unchanged,)
o (F) "can wear a shield."™ The ruvles of English heraldry permit use cf familr srms
(by I~ only,Em direct Tineal descendents of the man who bore the arms. There 1s. alas,
/ ne proof that we American Belknaps have any auch descent, The arme of American
famllies who are eniitled to use thfir family arms are published in Debrett; and
we are net among them,. It%s just nice to know that some Belknaps, lomg age,
were knighted, Thatt's gll,

i sy

(@) ncorrespondence, atc,* None of Abrahamts brothers could write even their
names, nor could his father., As Abraham was the oldesy son, 1tvs safe te guess
that he was equally illiterate.,. ., And as te Sawbridgeworth friends and relatives,
—___ Abraham hadn?t lived there for dt least 15 yeare before he came to America —
/ from } “Tand-Mary-his-wife didntt-eoms,fem there, (Where she cams from and what her
maiden name was, I still don't knew —- nor where Walter Belknzp got the Websater
it part of her name, for he died in 1965 and his widow doasnit have the answer.)

-
i
il

—



MEMO TO: Dick Tayler
FROMs Carroll. Belimap 5/21/67

Congratulations on the new position, Remembering the demands on the
time and energy of my fine aon-in-law in a similar situation, I think
I sban't bether you mush fer a while, . . And I wen't be in pesition &2
return & well-annotated chart to you untll some time after I have

"had an eppertunity te examine the papers left by Fenry Wyckef! Belknap,
in late summar.

‘Meanwhile, perhaps I may summon up enough crust to send you & name written
some weske ago, about what I thirk are srrors in your plece in Finders

Magazine, :

For your file of names not yet in your charis, I enclose a recent clipping
from the ¥ Y Times,




MEMO TO: Dick Taylor Jan. 28, 1967
FROM: Carroll Belknep .

I8m mailing to you, separately, an envelope containing two sets of work sheets
that I have drafted as guides for further sffort on my part.,I'11¥kk be most
grateful if you can find time to check them against your own records and

tell me about errors that XRXH made -~ at your convenience, any time within the
next month, Itve

The two sets of sheets are quite unlike,

The one on descendsnts of SAMUEL is based on & combination of your charts and
various family papers in my posession,

sat
The, an depcendents of JOSEFH, however, 1s based on a ommbination of your
charts and published data from many smx=x sources, accumulated in unsystematic
fashion over a period of many yeara,

Of course I'm a Johnny-come-lately in this sort of research, But I've been
living for thirty years or more in ancestor-cnnscious Connscticut and the
nearby libraries have Genealogy Rooms- that are just crawling with Belknaps =
many of whom aren't in either your charts or my files.

These work sheets that I have drafted are meant to serve me in expanding

the scopes of the record. Both ypur charts and my work sheets have a lot

of unfinished business in them -- in the 1600's and 1700's and early 1800ta,

I hope I can help on soms of the loose ends =- early Belknaps whose deacendents
aren't yet listed,

I'll be grateful for any advice you can give me,
Meanwhile, I'm engaging in an effort to track down the unpublished papers

of Henry Wyckoff Bellknap, If I can find them, they'll surely short-cut a lot
of the works,




MEMO TO: Dick Taylor
FROM: Carroll Bellmap

Jane 2?’ 1967

Your generous letter gives me the courage to think of sending you some shkets on
which I have tried to combine some of your data and some of the fragmentary

information in my files. 1I'll send thenalong to you pr
corrected somm of my errors -—— in the hope that you'll f

esently -— after I've
ind time to detect

othar errors that I have made, Needless to say, I feel abashed and amateurish
when I ses how much you have accomplished, But the stff I can supply may be

helpful to you,

Meanwhile, next tims you write to Della Balnap in Qgden,

you might wish to tell

her that I think you weren't entirely right in what you wrote about her family

and mine, in your piece in "Finders Magazine."

You wrote (in the paragraph about the MoEmon Belnaps): '"While further north a

distantly related part of the family REEM in an oxcart f
the Oregon Trall," rode

"Distantly related?l" Well_, herets the story as I have 1
In ‘the year 1?91';{ when Della‘s ancestor Jesse (No, 35 in
living in Canojdrie, N. Y., & nephew of his was building

rom Iowa in 1BL7 over

t.

your chart) was
a family fifteen

or twenty milss sway, the othar side of the mountain, That nephew was my

great-great grandfather, Jonas Newton Belinap.

= i h Thve .one daughter
At that time, Jesse Noe 35 was 51 years old and sons and)fomokxgicme
living with him and his wife (which wife, I donfit inow) and his elder brother Abel

was. also 1dving in Canajoharie, with thrse sons and five
inow which wife).

Thakr nephew Jonas was then3l ears old — and like them

daughtersa (and I don't

had besn born IKXEEX

SHEXEXIINX 1n north central Connecticut,  They were

all Nutmeggers, originally.

The fact that two of his uncles were living in that part
to do with the reason why Jonas went there, His reason

Fhen ﬁie_; Revolutionary War began, Jonas was 16 ymars old

of New York had nothing
was & girl,

— and he and his fathar

Sumlﬁninldncmﬂwlmrnmﬂfnught;tmhrﬁm. In that
— 1775 = you didn't enlis$; you just want. But in 1776 you had %o go

year
thrqunhﬂiq‘fu-htwufmnntdngmminsmm;
and mu'a! 2!' - :'J-."{"L-l: k‘]

W s mﬂdﬂﬂ d‘i}%‘ Jmarm stationed in the small
In &me of 1783, ad

80 joung Jonss lied

settlement of Cherry

soon as Jonas got his discharge from Qeneral

(ﬁ“ Torke ‘i’.'n'llel’,ta ‘
- iWashington at the end of the war, he stooted back te Chemry Valley to marry

the parson's daughter he had me% in — and settled
1")-‘

down to raise a family.

Jonas himself never went farther weat New York State, But his son Jesse

-— @y hreat grandfather — went on to Ohio and to Iowa

and finaelly to Oregon

with far more children and gradohildren than could have ridden in just "an

fxcart,

But my poeint is that Jonas Newion Belknap, who Btarted the weat:;ﬁrd trek of
my branch of the family, was first cousin to Della's Jesse who dre

pped the




Pkt from his name == No, 36 in your chart,
"Distantly related?® Not by a long shot,

iy iy

Della'a ancestors apparently went west through New York by the Mohawk Valley
Road =— whlle mine went by the only other main road through the state, the
Cherry Valley Road {now U, S, 20). Their tralls may have crossed at Fort
Niagara (now Buffalo) but it ssems unlikely that theyever met on their way
west,

N

By the way — a note about something you pimxin probably already know ==
the pronunciation of Sawbridgeworth = Jjust in case you haven't known it.

Somewhers in my jumbled files there's a well authenticated statement of

the fact that the local pronunclation is "Sapssarth" -- just as Cirencester
imeaR is 2Cissiter” and Pontefract is "Pomfrett® (hence the town of Pomfrett
in NE Connectiout, whers a lot of BaXismpts Eelknaps setiled at one time),

But ousiders 1ike my friends in London call it Swwbridgeworth, just the way
it Mﬂa



MEMO TO: Diek Taylor
FROM: Carroll Belknap ng. 10, 1967

I'm immensely grateful to you for sending the file of papers you received from
Clark Belknap, They fill some big gaps in my knowledge. I'1l write to him, for
he may &till be alive — as the Seattle phone book contains his name, I need
to check with him some points on which his records and mine do not agree,

On one of the papers I note a very recent questipn by you, about the records

of the Beltoft vs Westwood lawsult, "I wonder where theyare now."™ The answer

is that the recorss of that case and alsc of the much more important case ——
Gyrton vs Weatwood —- were published some years ago and I have compleie pholtostate
of them, which I'll send to you for your files when I finish drafting my account
of our English ancestry, for what I'll be saying will differ rather sharply from
what has besen said up to now and I'll want you to examine the evidence on which
my statements will be based,

This reminds me to warn you — perhaps needlessly -- to be on your guard when

gam looking at information originating from Henry Wyckoff Belknap, It*s

not always txmtworthy, What he wrote depended on when he wrote it, TFor example,
what he sald in the maPerial of his which Clark Belimap sent to ybu was obviously
what I've learned to term "Early Henry Wyckoff." By 1920, when he tracked me down,

he had corrected some of his earlier errors —- hut not all of them. And what

he published in 191} contained one major errer and a number of misstatements based
on no evidence whatever, Later, in 1931, when he prepared a fuller piece on the
gubject of the English ancestry, he admitted and corrected his najor 191l error

and tacitly aclnowledged aome of his misstytements by not repedating them, But

the more experienced genealogists didnt't trust him too much; so what he wrote in 1931
was examined by a committee mgxgmgm before it was accepted for publication., This
committee noted some instances in which he still made statements which had no visible
authorify. « « After he died in 1946, the dean of all New England genealoglsts ——
Andfews Moriarty — reaxamined the documents on which the 1931 pilece was based,
before permitting himself to endorse the essential conclusions that Henry Wyckeff
had put forward,

Heaven knows, I'm not & gensalogist, But I am a veteran of LO yesra of research
work for many of the biggest companiss in this country. So I shudder at some

of Henry Wychoffts carslesaness and inacocuracy. And when I get my hands on
his unpublished papers (if I find them among what is now in storage) I'll accept
nothing that isn't explicitly verifiabla,

Just when I'1l look at his unpublished papers, I dontt know, At the moment, my
wife and I are talking of apending a few mdnths this Summer in England -- partly
because there are soms hints of further research which could be done only in
England,

I'm feeling pity for you, when I begin to realize how much people like me send
you al}eged information that doesn't agree with what other peopls like me also
send to you, . . I'll try my best %to send you only what is demonstrably correct
and when I'm not sure of a name or a dete I'1l say so,
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25 Club Road

Riverside, Conn.
MBMO TO: Diock Taylor « Jan 5. 1967
FROM: Carroll Belkmap

I'nm beginning to wish I had never heard of you — and I fear you'll soon begin

to feel the sgme way about me, Your charts have forced me to start doing some
truly serious study of famlly history inatea;fd of merely accumulating data in
cagual fashion as I have done in many past years, I'm appalled by the thugkk
probability that I'm golng to flood you with letters and notes in months to come,
plus the rather huge chart of what I know about the descendents of Abraham'as

son Samuel (when I get around to drafting it in proper form), plus the names and
dates of a number of Belknaps that I!m unable to fit intd either your ohart or mine,
thus far == and so on aad on,

It is dbvious that you know much that I do not know; and it seems likely that I
now some things that you may net imow, Between us, we may make a lot of progreas
though I've no hope that anyone will ever be able to complete the record of the
family in America,

My first problem, perhaps, is that I don't want to annoy you by telling you about
thinga you already know; and I can't be sure (from your chart) how much you know
about some paets of the record, So maybe I should ask you a faw queations that
I hope you'll not mind answering,

(1) What access have you had to the records assembled arocund 1920 by Henry
Belknap, who was the curator &f the historical museum in Salem, Massachusettas,
and wes engaged in tracing all living Belknaps and their descent from Abraham,

in preparation for wriling a book about the family? I have a small part of his
work and have oftien thought of trying to get all of it, if it can be found, If
you haven't already¥ donme this, I might taclkle the task for it's easier for ms to
go to Salem than it would be for you,

{(2) How much information do you have about the Belknaps in Englardd in the peried
between 1066 (when the first Belikmap got there) and the time of Henry and

{(3) Do ypu have any data on Joanna Belknap who was lady in walting to Queen
Kathsrine whan Henry V was fighting his last battles in France? I don'$
lkmow whethwr she was a Belknap by blood or by murriage,

That's enough questions for one day, I'll stop right her,
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MEMO TOs Dick Taylor P 25 Club Road
Riverside, Conn,
FROM: Carroll Belknap Janugrg 10, 1967

Today I received your "Howdy" note postmarked Jan. 6.

The tone of urgency in your request for data on my branch of ths family
mskes me fesl that I muat reply at once.

‘.'".'M‘r_u.

For at least two_psasons, I~dannot &% to send yém an gutline of my
AFANTH w4hiis timd,  Ofie reason 1s tha%, I puast,-firit, answer Some~Egores
2ot plande of my mother, Mho died in‘l.l.nq_ Detambar, other

i shape to sendfto you, ¥ighb away,
sly accurals = so ItQ dc“qu_gj isservice by giving

Bafore I should send you anything for you to incorporate in your charts, I must

do a good deal of thoughtful digging -~ so much that I shuddsr to think of it.

You @se, I'm in the midat of ancestor-worshipping New Englanders (although I

was born in California) and the towm library of Greenwich (of which Riverside

1s a ssction) has a looked Geneolozy Room that is simply crawling with Balinaps

«= soms of whom are unimomn to me, yet, 3o that I don't know whwther they belong to the
Samuel branch or to the Joseph branth. I spent much of yesterday in that room,
mnding with 1ittle more than the conviction that I have hardl;” made a beginning.

From time to time, also, I'll feel duty bound to suggest a considempble number of
changss in your record of the descendents of Joseph, for I have records and access to
records that you may not have ssen. ' And I'll have additiona to make to the Joseph
line, ;

The one certainty that I have come to, thus far, is that eventually either you oy
I will have to unscramble the record, separating distinctly the Samuel hranch and
the Joseph branch (as well as we can), Ypur fine charts ssem to have passed bsyond
the point at which ther should just be sxtended by adding more sheets at the right,

An wmngettled quastion in my mind is how far @ should go (with your aid) in tracing
the record of the Belkmaps in England. For the moment, may I ask if You can answer
thres questions:

(1) fitr The dates for John Bellknap and his sister Joan, mentioned in your
chart in connectiom with the ancestry of the present Queen Elizabeth?
(Please glve the page nuier in Debrett, if you can,)

(3) How:mugh de: knaw. about. the Beltufts dn-Englsnd wnd-what wis the sow
“ﬂ%ﬁ (In this connection, what do you know about the
vary old Beltoft famlly of Lincolnshire, which borders on Essex where g
of our Beltofts lived?)

As I dig deeper, I beoowe more and more convinced that I must lay my hands ¢
the records asgsembled by Henry Mymsff Wyckoff Belimap in Saiem. I know tha
had lots of data that cannot be found in print, Among other things, he +

member of the (roavenor Club mf;.gndon and spent some time in Sawbridgewor

Carroll Belknap: kl’*{m“[
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-~ RICHARD B. TAYLOR
126 NORTH FALM CANYON DRIVE
PALM SFRINGS, CALIFORNIA 92262
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HOME ADIRESS
25 Club Road
Riwrlido, Cobn .

M¥r, Rlchard Taylox
126 H. Palm Canyon Irive
Palm Springs, California

Dear Mr, Taylor:

I thank you most gratefully for sending me a copy of the Belknap
fanmily %ree.

Whon time permits, I may be able %o contribtute a bit mors to 1%, for I
have a pretiy coaplets yecord of xy descent from Abraham, through the
Samusl who dled on Bunicer Hill,

Yoanwhile please glve my thanks, also, to Cousin Charlene — since all
Belknaps are cousins,
I

And there are two questions that IXN hope you will take tie %o anawer:

{1) How did you get wy nume; I don't know of sny list on which it
appears with only my initlale: C. ¥. 4and how did you ged the name of
ny wother, ivs, C. C. Bolknap, at & time when she was & patient in a nussing
home in Norwalk, Conneoticut? I have often wished to write to some of the
many Belimaps whoees names Y loww bub whose eddresses were not kmown to me,

(2) Flease, shat 1s the background of research and study behind your definition
fxtistes of the meaning of tho family nams — Ths People of the Beautifu) RiZL?
iz This interpretation differs drastically from what I know of the exrliest
known records of ihe femiiy. But before I argue with yeu abput it, I ought to
try to let you convinge me that you are right,
Again, my thanks.

Sincerely, /




#x 25 Club Road
Riverside, Conn

January L, 1967
Daar Cousin Charlens and Cousin-by-marriage Dick:

Last night I spent some hours with the fanily tree you sent ms., I was am=muboc
amazed by its scope and its detall — but I behan to wonder if you realize what
you let yourself in for, by sending it %o me.

T have a lot that doesn't appear in your chamts, including soma corrections to suggest
and a bigglsh addition to make, /

The basic story begins with the two sons of Abraham who lefi descendents — Joseph,
who was Charlene's forsbear, and his elder brother Samual from whom I am descended,

Naturally you have been most successful in tracing Jeseph's branch. And equally
netorslty ;- you-have Tibtde - about. the. Jamuel. Wxash ch {and some of what you have
way be in necd of revision). Presently, when I have to do it properly, I'll .
send you a chart of that branch, with scores of names and dates,

And you asked for "storles," I've quite a lot of them, to pass along to you.

And information about spurces that you may not have consulted. « o 4And information !
about early Belinaps in Fhgland, as far back as 1066, which you may have but don't mention.

I fear I'm going to pester you unbearably — with facts and fanlly traditione and
maere gossips

But for the moment I'm merely going to amuse you with a2 copy of a note I wrote

to my daughter Anne when she and her husband came back from a cruise in their

small yaght last summer, She and her hugband had bought z house on the river

a blook from us, and had thus beccme the omners of a little sireet one block

jong, So I told them something about the name of that street and that led me

on and on, as you'll see. . . Anne, who had been the right-hand lisutenant of

a great literary agent, exclaimed with delight after reading my note, "You mean

that Rachell Field, the authoress, is my tousin."” Perhaps that note may amuse you,
ey Itts the story of Mthe grand-daughter

Carroll Belknap: AR named Submit.®

s



25 Club Roed
, Riverside, Conn.
Jan,l12, 1947

NEMD TO: Dick Taylor
FROM: Carroll Belinap

I owe you two apologles,

= For aaying that you had relatively little of the record of the
 Saniel brancl of the family, I'm now beginngng to see how wrong
I was — even though I can expand what you have,

— For bembarding you with queations, thup far. I fear I was taking it sort of
for granged that anone who had done so much research could spare the time
for much more work of a aimilar nature. Today I read what seems to be
yorr line at the extreme left of youwr Chart 1, It brought me up short,

So now I must ask one questiom (and there'll be no more till I get your reply
tp this one):

How much tinme, really, can yhu and Gousin Charlene rsasonsbly devote
Lo cooparating with me in work that may well double the number of entries
in the family tree?:

I mustn?t make unreasonable demands on your time, I apologize for having done so,
Iready, ‘ : 22

PuS. Next tlue you make coples of your chrts, please sand me one that I can
snnotate and return te¢ you. The copy that I have is already swarming
wit.h\ Eniiings -and revisions, even theugh T have wade only a mere beginning,
Ladditiona\,
---._.._._r"f_-
And please tell me whare to find Balknap Number 2k on your charts. I haven't
been able to find him or his father, Nor his son, also an Admirsl.



25 Club Road
MEM) TOs Dick Taylox Riverside, Conn,
FROM: Carroll Bellmap Jan, 11, 1967

Yeaterday I received your "Howdy™ note, The tone of urgency in your request for
information on my side of the family im makes me feel that I should reply at pnce,
But all I'm going to attempt to do, at this time, is to send you the attached sheet
amﬁcdjmtumﬂamtmmmmhilounsﬂmh The big
task of mapping &s fullly as I can the record of all known dascendants of that Samue)
will have to be deferred till I ses what I can do to make it a bit more complete,

I canit even send you the attached sheet without sseming to challenge the accurasy of
some portiens of your charts, Like thiss

MART DICKINSOM (wife of Ssmmel, under the referencs to Shaksspears on your Chart 1).
= You show "Nee Wood.* Not trus, She was the dsughter of James Dickinsen whese
wife was Mary Woed, {RmdbcccfRewks (Rowley, Mass,) 5o shs may well appear
somewhere as "Mary Wood Dickimson™ - though not thus in sy records,
= You show impossible dates fer har birth and death, I do no% have the cerrect
dates, Your dated for her marriage, 9 July 1723sagrees with my records.

JONAS BELEMAP (son of Samuel B, and Mary Newtcn, below the reference to the Belknap
Rifles in your Ghart 1l.)

ﬂ%ﬂ_lh" his neme as "Jonas A," Cerrect name was Jonas Newton Belknap,

You/) ok

- shew his wife as "Miss U.noﬁn.' There 1s an old and umsubstanthated Em=ssx

that he "may have married a Lincoln,t0o.* The known fasts are that

he enlisted in the Army in 1778 when about 16 years old, served till the end
of the Revolution in 1783, Eather Parker in that year (1783)jand that
all of his lmown children {including Jesse, my great grandfather who was the
father of Ransow Belknap,my father?s mcle -— shown in that sams colunn in your

: ¢hart) wore the children of Esther, who died in 1817, (Incidentally, her name

" was pronounced ¥Eastar," I'll tell you about her, some day.)

The dates I show on the attashed sheet may not plways agree with yours, fer the
reason that I have used Old Style dates before 1752, whem England adopted the New
Style dates, Exampler the first Samusl,son of Abraham,was born in England in 1627
0ld Style, 1628 New Style. I haven't bothered to show his date as 1627/8 «— as a
prefessional gensologist would, (Up to 1752, strictly speaking, all dates hetween
Jan 1 and March 25 ought to be shown in tha$ double fashion, as of course you know, )

I hopa you wontt mind my suggestions for revisions in your chart. Zwmcks There is
good authority behind them,

For

‘Ex that sams colwm, I have supplied the name of
Ransow Bellknap's mother (J
Garlinghouse), How any one in his family could have forgotten the ,ato:-y(o;m

the three Belimap brethers
B s o e cutm e i s et el d e



Memorandum from.
RECHARD B. TAYLOR
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17 Janaury 1967

Dear Carroll: WISE INVESTMENTS NOW MAY MEAN

CAREFREE RETIREMENT, TRAVEL AND
Youltre great... SECURITY FOR YOU IN THE YEARS AHEAD

Your versonality shows... siines... out of ench
sentence!

On, how we wlsh, Charlene and I, that you were
to us In travel time... the three of us could reall,
a Belknavp Fanmily Tree teo end all f'amily Trees! '

: really have
{fe). We have
evening 1is busy
¢ batilng uﬂ“ﬂ, znd

low... about me and this project... I dop
gaen time (that 1s, I don't meke tlme avalls
four smcll children snd it seems that every
enough just feeding them, undressing they
getting them ready icr bed.

i
en a gatherer of informsztion...
... Belinaps are a proud =2nd

ar and receive answers from

on that has come my way I have

For the pzst ten ycars I heve
not a seeier... but more a recipie
egger 1Lot... L will write one leb
severzl... and all the Iinformat
complled into a Bellney Fanlly Tree without benellt of verification.
This, in itself, has been g Mlg jobe I have 2 hzli dozen iile

olders with Tamily genealgfles not connected yet te the tree,

e all in college or married =nd time
I intend to conduct z serious project

of recording the history -nd genealogy
of the Belknap Fanily. In the mzantime
I ksep getting interesting letters, like
yours, a2nd I keep adding to the Tree...
having extra ccples made gs Lhe demand

requires.
I want very badly to work with you
te "double the number ol entries" ...
May 1% (Can I%:
Sincerely,
P e
e 4
- f
RICHARD B. TAYLOR . . . STOCKS ., . BONDS . . . MUTUAL FUNDS . . . . "TAX EXEMPTS"  BUSINESS — PHONE

REGISTERED SECURITY REPRESENTATIVE 126 NQ. PALM CANYON DR., PALM SPRINGS, CALIF, 714.324-1126




Mr. Carroll Belknap
25 Club Rd
Riverside, Conn.

Dear Carroll:

You're going to be mad at me... WISE INVESTMENTS NOW MAY MEAN

But I hope you'll understand. CAREFREE RETIREMENT, TRAVEL AND
SECURITY FOR YOU IN THE YEARS AHEAD

I am not a skilled genealogist...

I am not a skilled researcher... I am a good coordjgiator and
promoter. I'm a doer!

So when I started this whole project (as a spafe time hobby)
a few years ago, I found, as you must have, many people who had
lots of uncordinated data.

So I decided to organize it all on a cha#ft...

o
ol
éecting as I went along.
hing original coming from
ve gained a better insight

This I have done... adding to and c
I am only a collector. You will find
me. But thru my efforts many people
into their own efforts.

orrections... send me additions...
ster chart for all that follow us!

Carroll, my friend, send me
and I'll revise and update the

God Bless vyou,

r
A e

prct

PO

RICHARD B. TAYLOR . ., STOCKS . . . BONDS .. . MUTUAL FUNDS . . . . . "TAX EXEMPTS" BUSINESS — PHONE
REGISTERED SECURITY REPRESENTATIVE 126 NO. PALM CANYON DR., PALM SPRINGS, CALIF. 714-324.1126
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25 CLUB ROAD
RIVERSIDE
CONNECTIOUY
Dece 8, 1965
M, Richard B, Taylor
126 N. Palm Ganyom D,
Pala Springs, California 92262 -
Dear 8ir:

mm.
Very truly yours,
C. T, Balkmap: ':;—(Drj |
r = 2Ly F,."’
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Sawbridgeworth, England
to
Honolulu, Hawaii (1510 - 1966)

By Richard B. Taylor
Palm Springs, California

As the gangplank lowered and the
last cinch ropes were secured Abra-
ham Belknap and his two brothers
locked with wonder upon the new
world they were entering, Soon they
would settle in Lynn, Massachusetts,
with dreams of a prospercus future,

Abraham's son, Joseph Belknap,

ew to manhood in America and

ugh his efforts the "Old South
Church” was founded in Boston in the
year 1658.

Their home lay far to the East over
miles of traveled yet uncharted Atlan-
tic Ocean. Correspondence to friends
and relatives in distant Sawhridge-
worth, England, was intermittent at
best, Thoughts of home and surround-
ing pastoral scenes came and went.
There was too much to do in their
new enviromment, (See: Vol 63 & 85
Cenealogicnl Register, New England
Historical and Genealogical Society,
Boston. |

When Elizabeth and Henry Beltoft
wire martied in a mal and isolated
village of England cirea 1510, no
thoughts of the skyserapers and bright
lights of New York City, the &xtrava-
gant shows or gaming tables of Las
Vegas, Nevada, nor the modern hotéls
on the romantic beaches of Honoluly,
Hawaii, passed thru thejr minds.

But now, 450 years later, their de-
scendants make their home in these
and many other cities of the world,
And in the many vears that have
passed the progeny of this couple have
made their mark on the pages of his-
tory:

Tears streaming down dirty faces
. . . tears from the acrid smoke of
gunfire and tears from fear. Ear
piercing noise from the din of war,
Tense nerves and fear as the Kami-
kaze keeps coming. Then holocaust
as the suicide pilot reaches his tar-
get: The “S. S. Belknap™ during the
Levte Invasion 1844, (See: U. 8.
Naval Records,, Washington D. C.}
38 men die on the=dedks of the baftle
weary subchaser “Belknap.”

The warm summer afterncon lays
a carpet of laziness over the rolling
hills of Montana. Two men, dirty and
hard from & lifetime of cattle tend-
ing, rest their horses to watch two
Indian children race bareback, hap-
py and free toward their home “Fort
Belknap,” (See: Dept. of Interior,
Indian Affairs) Fort Belknap one of
the largest Indian reservations in the
Weast.

Sirens scream. Men race down
echoing concrete hallways. Com-
mands from the loudspeakera. Prison
Riot Two killed. Furniture and fix-
tures destroved. Hay Belknap, Hono-
lulu Prison Official fights to bring
back crder and control.

R

The
Belknap
-Belnap

Family

Arms: Az fi;gbriz;.ted dqr-
gent, three eagles lfingu gules, dig-
played in bend cottised arg. Crest: A
dragon vert statant langued gules,
gorged with a ducal cornet and chain
or, reflexed over the back.

A clear crisp day. Eyes squinting
against the bright sun’s reflection on
the new fallen snow, Skiiers winding
their way down nature’s masterpieces
of foreasts, mountain slopes, and
bright snow. Belknap Recreation
Center, New Hampshire, Playground
Hor-the—young and  young-at-heart.
Hn.]:;py hearts and bright cheeked
Smiles.

Slowly the pale layer of smoke
rises toward the beamed lighta of the
ceiling. The glare of the lights focus
on the green felt tables below. Slow
milling people git or stand at the sul-
len tables. No smiles—no happiness.
A weak attempt at joy comes from
the end of the room where pasty-fae-
ed musicians make loud noises hint-
ing at music to cheer the Josers at
the gambling tables of a Las Vegas
Casino. Charlene Belknap stands by
her husband as he surveys the “ac-
tion” then he departs to "take the
count” of the day's winnings."

In the diurkened roor Il oves are
focused toward the illuminated ticker
tupe . . . the heartbeat of capitabism
was represented by the heavy volume

~gr.the-stock sxchange: Young-Renald -

Belknap Tayvlor sits near his father, an
investment hunker, in his Palm Springs,
California, office. { See: Page 778 Wha's
Who In The West 1966, )

Belknaps were hearty and aggres-
sive, One family of Mormon Belknaps
pushed a hand cart across the plains
in 1846. (See: The journal of Gilbert
Belnap by Della Belnap) While
further north a distantly related part
of the family rode in an ox cart {rom
Iowa in 1847 over the Oregon Trail
{See: Franklin Belknap Hall, Wil-
lamette University, Salem, Oregon)

Editor's note: Dick Taylor sent
us a Belknap-Belnap 15 generation
chart covering 500 years of genealogy
from England to Hawaii, The chart
is an amazing 16 feet long. This in
itgelf is a tribute to unselfish labor
and devotion to ancestral compila-

The bell is heard for blocks in all
directions. High pitched voices
mingle with the admonishments of
mothers as sinless children scamper
through the gates and up the steps of
“Belknap Elementary School” Beav-
er, Utah.

Headlines screech the pain. A man
is to be crucified . . . sacrificed to the
hungry populace as impeachment
proceedings grind out against the
Secretary of War, General Wm. W.
Belknap. (See: Encyclopedia of Am-
erican Biography Vol. II). A man
who served his country long and well
has fallen from favor.

Hearty applause rises from the
grandstand as the last strains of the
band’s music drifts away into the
happy day. The men, all sharp in
their freshly pressed uniforms, stand
ready to receive their honors. The
speaker for the day addresses the
crowd and the proud “Belknap
Rifles” of Texas. (See: “Belknap
Rifles” Alamo Library, San Antonio,
Texas)

Rays of sunshine stream down from
the windows high in the vaulted royal
room. Pomp mnd discipline rule the
discussions below as tﬁm quiet and
stuffy gentlemen compile the “Landed
Gentry" and “Peerage” Records to
show that Her Majesty, Queen Eliza-
beth of England, is, indeed, 17th in
descent from John Belknap. (See:
Debrett's Guide to Peerage. )

“People of the Beautiful Hill" thi
is their name and their heiritage no
matter where they may be . . . the
gafe manufacturer of Los Angeles,
the Camera Shop owner of Boulder
City, or the famous Barrister of
New Yark City's legal fraterniby-all
share the glamour, the pride, the
responsibility.

Originally it was: “Beltoft,” Toft
meant knap or knoll of the hill. As
the English language softened and
matured many of the family exchang-
ed knap for toft so we find in 1589
Belknap instead of Beltoft. Bel, of
course, came from *“Belle” meaning
beautiful.

Others found the letter “k” con-
fusing and often we find “Belnap.”
Although there is the oft repeated
story about the son who so greatly
hated his father (because his widow-
ed father woo'ed and won his son's
fiance) that he changed his name by
dropping the “k" so0 a3 not to honor
his father's heritage.

On file with “International Find-
_ers” and the Society of Genealogists,
LONDON, i3 one of the most tom-
plex Family Trees ever compiled, [t
15 a fifteen foot long chart showing
the family over the last 500 yvears. It
includes 15 generations and the fam-
ilies reach into every corner of the
world. The master copy is being con-
stantly improved and added to by

. the compiler and copies are available

to family genealogists or historians
a0 inclined.

Although the days of the crest are
gone, the Belnaps can wear a shisld
of honor in the knowledge that their
family history iz full of honest and
thearty people. “Belknaps, Patriots
all" are the wards emblazoned on the
:E'Dﬂl' of Samuel Belknap's ancestral
/home in Newburgh, New York. And
I' “patriots” they are, have been, and
| will be!
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MEMO TO: Dick Taylor
FROM:; Carrell Belimap Febe 6, 19687

Checliing my papers, I find a couple of ‘tag-ends that I carelessly omltted from the
set of shaets showing the descendents of SAMUEL BELKNHAP. So plesse addthe attached
page to that set.

I may have located the unpublished papers of Henry Wyckoff Belknapj but theyare

in storage and will not be available for examination yntil somstime this coming
Swmmer., Sg¢,till I see them, I shantt make any effort to add to what I have sent

to you about Abraham's descendents, If his pepers are as voluminous mm as I expect
them to be, it would be a waste of time to dig inte whatever may be in prént,

However, there 1s ons thing that I plan toc de in the near future, on the basis of
files that I think are pretty complete., For my children and grandchildren, I'm
going to write an account of our Enmglish ancestry, dewn to and including the
ohlldren of Abtrgham,

My files and records on thls subject differ from jour chart on some points and
contain some material not appearing ir your chaet, S0 of course I'll send you
a copy of what I write, for your ocomments,

Meanwhlle there is one small way in which you can help me. You can tell me, please,
the source of the name of Abraham's wife Mary —- whom you show as Mary Webster, A1l
mentions of her that I have ever seen have said that her family namwe iz unjnewn, So
you must have seen something that I haven't encountered. I'll be gratzful for this
ald,



Carroll Y, Belknap
25 Club Road
Riverside, Conn.

Y

WISE INVESTMENTS NOW MAY MEAN
CAREFREE RETIREMENT, TRAVEL AND
SECURITY FOR YOU IN THE YEARS AHEAD

Dear C.B.:

Thanks millions... thanks millions for
everything you have done for me... the information
you have sent me is great.

Under separate cover I have mailed you another py of
the Belknap Family Tree... taking you up on your offer to
make corrections and additions. When I receive ifgfback I will
transpose the new information onto the master copy so that all
new copies will carrv the up=to-date informati

4
Just before starting this letter I ma@é{;p a file folder
in order to keep your letters separate fr the raft of other
correspondence I have accumulated in thi® project.

Everything you send me is bein
So please feel free to flood me wi
act as a clearing house and mast

ept for future reference.
material. I am happy to
compiler.

nclosed historical sketch. Keep
ght even want to write Clark.* He
erative.

this one if you wish. You
is a swell guy and very c

Sincerely,

(i
. oy
?*@lark R. Belknap

MEEA | g = 1207 Balley Street
e . 2 Y R Seattle 8, Wash.

RICHARD B. TAYLOR . .. STOCKS .. . BONDS . . . MUTUAL FUNDS . . . . . "TAX EXEMPTS" BUSINESS — PHONE
REGISTERED SECURITY REPRESENTATIVE 126 NO. PALM CANYON DR., PALM SPRINGS, CALIF. 714.324-1126




MEMQ TO: Dick Taylor
FROM: Carroll Belknap

Thank you for sending me the source of your entry of "Miss Lincoln® as the
wife of Jonas Newton Belknep -— the letter from H W Belkmap to Clark Belknap,
Nove. 6, 1913, in which he said "Jesse wza the son of Jonas K, and a Lincoln,"”
It was good of you to mark this passage for my attention.

That statement was typicsl WEarly Henry Wyckoff" at its worst. - Iatery dn— " ( a2l

a letter to my father im 1920; he wrote tliat Jonas N. married Esther Parker and '

gave the correct dateRXIEXIUEXUNEEXINEEIENN Mer death -~ and added "Also said -

to have marriad a Lincoln." (He made a grossly impossible error in giving aige marriage date)
.Esther's

Perhaps in the years between 1913 and 1920 he had read a history of the Parker

family -- Parker in America, published in 1911 -- in which a part of the story of

Jonas and Esther is told. I have had independsnt confirmation of it for many

vears, All of ths children whom I have listed for Jonas were children of Esther,

who lived t41l 1817, They reared their family in Otsege County, New York —-

about ¥R 50 miles west of Albany. Their youngest son married there, before going West.

Possibly Jonas married again afper Esther dled., By that time, all but one of

his sone had moved on west, along the Cherry Valley trail., The only ons who didalt
go was Elisha, who probably did not marry. So thers wasn't much tc hold Jonas

in Otsego County. (I lnow nothing of what became of his daughters.)

The shset that you sent me, showing an excerpt from records in the Natlonal Archives :
says that in Dec, 1820 he was living in Hardin County, Kentucky, with a wife "Fanny" age 5h
and "his daughter Diantha, aged 9," If this is correct, he was then a long way irom

his sone and their families, who were {according to church records) in the area

around what is now Columbus, Ohlo, And he was 61 years old and could not have been

married more than two or three years. So if the age of the child Diantha was 9, the

natural inference is that he married a Rblmx widow who had a young daughter and

was 5 years old in 1820, This widow "Fanny" may then have been the Lincoln that

Henry Wyckoff heard about (from what source, he never sald). As far as I'm eware,

there is no record that she had any chilldren by Jonas.

One poing that makes this interpretation ssem plausible is the location — Kentucky ——
for there were Lincins in Kentucky at that time, but none of record in upper New York
State,

But there is one possibly conflicting point —- Henry Wyckoff's statement that

Jonas N, died in Few York State (place and date not ahown, in latter written in 1920).
Hoever, I know of no verification of this entry; s¢ parhaps itts Just some more
#Farly Henry Wyckoff,"




¥EMO TO: Dick Taylor
FROM: Carrell Bellmap 2/16/67

pDamn it, I'm geing to do something that I swore to myself I HERKNIXXAWXIX
wouldn't do, I'm going te pester you with another question. In this casas,
my excuse is that — busy as you are = you may be able tp anawer the question
easily, for you must have done soms ressarch on it,

Priefly, the question is this: To whom and when was the Belkmap coat of arme
granted, and where did he then live? - :
: as far as '
0f course, as you are aware, you have shown three differing coats of arms vt I ever
various times, The one with the three eagles displayed upright was not at found,

any time used by an English Bellmap, - It was, I believe, the Belding arms,

erronsously attributed to an unnﬁmd Belknap as well as Belding by Papworth

in his eft=fallacious - The arms with the three eagles "bendwise™

(slanting with the bend) was probably the true one, though modern artists

with not too much sccurate lmowledge of heraldic langmage have never seemed

to draw the details in the same way ~— so that the ene published by Henry

Wyckoff Belknap differed in detail from what you have shown, and the one givan

to me many yesrs ago is still differedmt.

But all of this is me®sly academic, The fact that no American Belimap could

claim the right to use the family coat of arms was established firmly as long

ago as 1895 — and 1t irritates me to think that Henry Wyckoff, who must have

known better, went ahead and made that baseRess claim in print, But he did 1%

at a time when he was still trying to establish his descent from the Sir Robert

de Bealknap (thus spalled, usually) who was Chief Justice of the Court of Common

Fleas from 1375 to about w‘.#?(m nghief Justice of England", There was no such office}

The source of the coat of arms is gemerally said to be located in Warwickshire,

w not always trustworthy, says they were the arms of "Sr. de Bealknap,

Warkickshire,® the "Sr* being an abbreviation of the 4ld French "sleur® which
then meant, broadly, "lord" or “maater.®

If they originated in Warwickshire, they could have been either the arms of the
firat known Belknap -~ Sir Robert de Bsallmap, who cams to rdamubod-thocklms
EASNRMNES FEngland in 1066 with the Conqueror and may have been given land in
Warwlckshire — or they might have been the arms of the last Belknap known to have
been lmighted: Sir Edward, who was custodian of Warwick Castle in the reign EEX
of Henry VIIT and died leaving no sons,  Thosw, at least, are my two "besh
gusnsea™

T ht
Ihopeyoucantallmetheanswer-aonon'thanto'bakebtimtodigit.
up oh my own. But if you don't have the answer easily ab hanA&, jus§ say se,

P.5s { see I forgot to add that the arme may have originated in Kent, the location
of most of the later Belkiaps who were knighted,




MEMO TO: Dick Taylor
FROM: Carroll Belknap CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM BELENAP (1589~1643)

Your chart shows t};e following names ¢f hils childrent
Joseph Geremy Hannah Abrahem  Samuel

As of coura% you lmové, there have years of argument on this subject., o you'll
forgive me for raking” it up at this time.

I think I must have seen most of the varying lista. For many Teasons, I believe
that the one that deserves the greatest credence is the list given by Moriarty in

NE H & G R Oot. 19501 (pages 316-317)

Abrahem, buried 6 Dec 1620

Abrahsm = 2nd child with same name, born ca. 1622, died young (after 1L Apr 1623)

David, buried 2 March 162,/5

Immanuel. (error for SAMUEL, says Moriarty) baptized 16 Maroh 1627/8

Dorcas,; baptised 7 Feb 1629/30; died young

Joseph, baptised 12 May 1633 (Most sources give 1630 as date of birth,CIB)

John, baptized 10 May 1635

Hanngh, born about 1639 or 15840; died 1679 =- marrisd the 2nd Ghrialbggher Oagood
' in 1663

As ¥ou note, that list omits the name of Geremy (ususlly given as Jeremy)., I doubt
that he ever existed. Felt and Lewis mention him =— but both of themwere rather
inaccurate on a good many other points, Even Bavage (often careless) did not belisve

in him,

The three children known to have come from England to Massachugetts with Abraham are
Samual, Joseph, and John, John is lmown to have beem alive in 1655 but fs eaid to
have died soon thefeafter, unmarried,

I have an old phxkak photostat
of Morlarty's note, which
to you £f the 1950 NE H & GR is not readily availab]'.e to yo‘Il.can SARg




