Feb, 3, 1972
Rt. 2 Box 305
Portland, Oregon

Dear Carroll:

So happy that I could do something for you after all you have given

MG

For years
I have heard from Dad and my Grarﬁfatheré.hat the 1847 train started
out from Independence so I am surprised to learn that it was St. Jo
instead.

Yes, you certainly did send me the copy of Aunt Kit's Diary, for which
I am indeed grateful. I just hope that I thanked you fof it when you
sent it to me,

I talked to my father about Rant. He thinks that Rant was the nickname
for Ransome. Do you think he is right? He has no recollection of
Jesse's 1812 war record. ZLre you sure he served? He was married in
1812 you know.

Have you read Trask, by Don Berry? We found it quite interesting tho”
a vit exaggerated in places.

I am enclosing my archives' account of Jonas Newton Belknap for your
use and anything else I have that you ever want - just ask.

My husband and I have been 'dowm' with that pesky Asian Flu for over
three weeks we can't seem to get over owr weakness otherwise we are

much improved.

Thank you again for all the material you have sent me,

3incerely,
P
Jy
V4 Gl e —

e R




Feb 7 1972
Dear Claudia: Soldiers

Thanks for the coples of applications by Jonae «~ which I'm returning after copying

vbet I needed. The point at issue was 2 statevent by one pseudo genealogist that

Jonas had been an "ineand-outer™ in his service in the Army, whereas I have said that -
he served somtinucusly. The fragmentary record in Massachusetts and Ssilfers ib $he
Revolutionary War wouid be interpreted eithar way; but the detall of his 1818 application
mekes At plain that from May 1775 to June 1783 bis service was coniinuous (ineluding

time in hospital, said to have been three months) and the only known braak was at
Chrigtmas time 1782-3 wien he went back to Belchertown and warried Esthar Parker just
before his furlough was about to end and congequently overstayed his lsave by four days.

Towr repetition of remembrance of Independence as starting point for the 1847 party

has sent me back to the maps and I think tbe tradition msy well be correct. Knowing
that the 1548 party took only 2 weeks to reach St Jo, while ths Chapman party in 1847
took 4 weeis because of {ts size [NRMXESNENANIEX (and probable laock of organisation at
that early stage), I didb't see how our LO47 party could have been part of the

Chepman train lster on umbess they had joined Chapmgn soon after starting from SE Iowa.
But now I see another wvay of aceounting for that R-week diiference.,

Parhaps our 1847 party did not know that wost crossing of the Missourinwae now belng
done at St Jo, instead of at Independende as in earlier years. Porhaps owur party
went due SW from Van Buren Co in lowa, to Independence ~~ instead of SW by W to St Jo
as Chapasn did, If the 1847 pariy then went toward the Platis from Independence,

it might well have taken them 2 more weeks o reach the vicinity of Grand Island on
the Platte, where the organized formation of trains under captalns usually took place.
(That, Aunt Kit wrotep was where the 1848 train wus orgshized and Jesse was elected

tain.
o J and Gilberts
50 tell your father I retract my earlier guess, 7The tradition he recalls may be
entirely correct. . . After all, the only ervidence that Starrs and Dellnaps ware in
the Chapman train comes in a late part of Chapmsn's narrative .. long after leaving
the Platte == and that narrative makes it p that the train was not really
organized until "later on™ after St Jo. Se it's quite likely that our peeple
Joined Chapman at that NEKE# tivie ~« not earlier as I hed guessed.

As t0 "Rant® -~ no, oould not have been Ransom who drove Jesse's wagon in 1848. Ransom
vas in Oregon by that time,

I haven't seen the book you mention: Iragk. Will ask our library to dig it wp for me.
Some day, when,I"ve solved a bit of puszle, I'll tell you why I asked about Jesse's
service in War of 1812 (which was known to his children and some grandohildren, ineluding
Ransom®s son Lewis Franklin, but all they sald about it was simply that he had been

in it == no details).

Gratefully,













FRANCES e« CLABDIA~~ CLINTON 11/ 26/

Flease make a corrsction in my memo about the reute followed by the firet
BelknapStarr party on its way to Oregon.

change
Fage R =« M paragraph =~ last line <« EENJE VTiwabeldt® % “Zlko.*
Glamsing at this pags this msrning, I was shecked to see that ny self-willed

fingers bal deuns one of their old tricks: (ping a werd I was intending to
| tence instand of the werd thad belsaged in the sentense I

Though I's well aware of this bad habit of theirs, they still get me imte
tromble with it, every aow and them.
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2009 Lynecker Rd,
Fullmen, . 99167
18 Noverlier 1971

Dear Carroll:

surprise!!  are you s50ill pursuine the Belimaps?  You wentloneg in
one of your letters Lov they vere'nt just a kiuneh of statistic, htut
teok on real personnlibien after delving dnte their $ives, L am

L

inelind to »ree wit: sou, 1t certainly makes b 1o wonderful hobby
more exclting,

in going throuzht onr corresvoncdence I 'find that i{'ve geverdlilmes
promised you additlons’l information on thosc ellknaps living in
washinzton, #ell it hasn't been dJome, bult I dird come across some
info vhile vorking on the 1847 migration vect thst I thought you'd
find interesting, so here goes,

As near as T can Tioure the Starr, Zelkraps aod ilberts were with
§111iam Williams Chajpman and farily under the leadership of Fr, James
Irredericks for a zeol part of the journey, sou 3111 pote in the
Chapman acgonnt (oo 1 encloserd) they deelded Lo Lake the soubhern

route into Oregon near veere PocenbelTlo now lands, K There wasa :

a Lester Hulln vho vos leiding a zroup 2180 over thls same route, Q{

Ue seemed to boe ahead of the Frederieks mron .  cuote: e AL
_______ Aot 5 Qb (e ‘

"Friday 2Mhh Gept.. Iast night Tovner and gelnip of the other Co, ¥ hx\“

came up and informed uz 17 of their cattle had | ren shot that
morning by the Indians they ¥lshed help from us so ve sent back
2 or 3 yoke of oxen to help them up and ve laid in camp vithing for

I
(as near as T can Ticure this was somewhere near “lack Rock or faiﬁ‘tlﬁ.
Elacikk Mt, tiey had boeen followineg down Fary'ls Glver, . ....) [& , rwl
1 see where [ am goline ko have Lo find some o nf this route, T.am i LS
slightly confused as Lo just vliere he renlly «ar, o 1) o L W

b &% :'l

Also found another inlerosting bilt in dames L, 2, Harrell's abeount

N 640 wagons crossed at 3t, Jo, o, under ladership of Captain Chapman -
later on 50 wagons elected William Jolly eaptain..,.... vhen they came
to the division at Ft, Hall, or faflt River or wherever they split

"there wers only four vagzons in our train vhen we got to
Whitman's iission, that of Captain Jolly, old man lobe Brawley and that
of Jggag Starr!,,..they continued down diver from the Dalles,

Mo me this looks &g if Jeremlah Starr -- father of Mabala Starp Delknar
~had started with the sroup of Htarrs, eta, but declded to go the other way,
I certainly would like to £ind out mors aboull deremian Starr, so far

have very little,

Hope this is interesting to you, and thank you so mueh for all the Zellknap
information you have forwarded to me. T am still g/ vlugeing may st the
3tarr geneclogy when I find time, which 1en't as often as 1| would like,

Sincerely,
Y Oar 020
re, H, Bayard Milne
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2009 Lybecker fd,
Pullman, n, 96163
1(QJ NOV@H}‘!UFT 1971

Dear Carroll:

durprise!!  Are you still pursuing the Belknars?  You mentioned 1in

one of your lebtters liow they vere'nt “uUst a kumnch of statistio, but
tosle on real persoriallties altar delving 1rtna their 1lves, I am
inelind Lo nuree with vou, It eertalnly makes this wonderfyl hobby
more exeiling,

in golne thirought cur corvespondence I find thet I've geveriltines
promndisd you additional information on those | kmaps llvine inp
dashington, well it hasn't been dome, but T dld came AGTOSA SOME

Info vhile vorkin- on the 1847 wigration vest i -ak I thourht you'd
find Interesting, uo bere goes,

A3 near as 1 ean {lzure the Starr, elknaps and ilberts were with
I1ldam Willlams Clapran and famlly under the 1es ersiip of MNp, James
‘raderich " & 00 T { the jonrney, vou will note in the
Ghapman aceount  (cord enclosel) they deeided Lo take the southern
route into Ureson nesr vaere Tocatello now starls, ¥ There was ;
a Lwster duiin who wvas leadipnr g Froup alse  ower this same route, 3.0
de seemed Lo he abes ! of the fradericks TrOn -, muats; e "q“”1u~r
— = v U
1! oy,
"iriday Z4hh sept,. Last night Tovmer and Zelrap of the other Co., 4 awu\
came up and inforwed us 17 of thelr cattle s/l erhl 8hot that ‘
morning by the [ndians they vdshed help from us so ve sent baek
2 or 3 voke of oxen to help them up and ve lald in carp ¥ithing for
A
(as near as T can {irure this vas somevhere near 3laek Roek or flﬂ“ﬂql’
tlack Mb, thev had been follovin: dovim Napy! IV e ae el 4 o el
{ see where I am roine Lo have Lo Tind some o nl thls route, I'am ik, 24
slightly confussd as to just wliere Le really van. DK ki
Also founrl another inleresting bil in Jame: . 1t. Harrell's apboount ;
G40 vaons crpssed i el by untler laderchic of Captain Chaopwmam -
Later on 50 wagon lected Wililam Jolly eaptain......,, vhen tVay oans

to the divisien at Ft, 1all, or Raft Aiver or vherever they split

"there vere only four vasons 1n our train vhen ye sot te
wWhitwan's Hissien, that of Captain Jolly, old man Tobe Braviley and that
of Jerrx starrl',...they continued dovn @lver from the Dalles,

To me this looks as il Jeremiah 3iarr -. father of Mahala Starr Belknap
nad started with the sroup of Starrs, ste, but decided to go the other way,
L certainly would !ike to find out more aboul Jeremiah Starr, so far

have very little.

Hope this 1s interestineg to vou, anc thank vou so mieh for all the Belknapp
information you have ‘omarded to me, T am stitl P/ vlugping avay et the
Starr gereolo:v when | find time, whieh isn't as often as T would like.

Sincerely,
LY Gn, RLLYJS
Yrs. H, Eayard Milne




FRANCES MIINE from Garroll Belknap Nov 23 1971
(Copies to Glaudia Marshall, E. Glinten Belknap)

(There are many others wiw will want a copy of this meme; 80 I'm sending you a carboh
copy, holding the okiginal for machine copying later on.)

Bless you for sending me that long\ excerpt frem Klwood Evans® History of the Paekfic
Northwest. It gives me the final of the route fellowed bF the Belknaps and
Starrs, from SE Iowa to the Willametfe Valley. So im return I'll set down that
routes as best I can ~- and suggest where you can learn more about it.

Unguestionably the Chapman train was the one in which our first contingent made
that trip, in 184 contingent, from Van Buren County, Iowa, included (according
and \ % dunt Kit): Ransom Belknap s wife Mahala Starr and thelr children; Lorenzo
their ‘\Dow Cilbewt and bis wife Hannah B ; Samual Fletoher Starr and his wife Talitha
childr Belinap and their chi]drn_gs Orin Belimap (nephew of Jesse) and his wife Nancy
tarr and their children. Ohé unreliable sourse says that Orin's brother Silas
was also in that party, but I have no confirmation on this point.

The second contingefat, in 1848, included Jesse Belknap and his wife Jane Garlinghouse
and their two youngest childrem, Corrington and Harley; @eorge Belknap and isxx
his wife Ketura Peniton and their first childrea; Chatman Hawley and his wife Keziah
Belinap and their children; and John W. Starr (father of Mili¥ Orin's wife Nancy). But
in this memo I'll confine myself to the 1B47 party, for the 1848 party followed a
different route after Fort Hall in Idaho.

(on the Des Moines River
The trail the 1847 party followsd begin Van Buren County, lowa,(across the
Mississhppi River from the Mormem town Nauvoo). Semewhere
near, ouwr pesple met and joined the Chapman pariy from Oskaloosa, a little
Igther up tho Des Moines RiveR.

Striking Southwest from that river, the train -- now numbering around 100 wagons -
crossed the nortiwestern part of Missoujiri to EENEEXIEE ewvew the Misseuri River at
Ste Jo, about 50 miles morth of the beginning of the Oregon Trail at Independence.

Not long afterward, they got onte the Oregon Frail, just how I do not know. They
could have done it in three ways: (1) by going seuth frem St Jo te Independence
where the trail began; or (20 by cutting across country, west from St Joj or (3) by
following the Missouri morth to the junction with the Platta, and then following

the Platte west to pick up the Cregon Trail abowj 100 miles west of the junction,
Whieh way they did it isn't imjportent; this was an uneventful part of the journey.

Now would begin the leng, hard part of the travel. To understand it, I need to remember
:ih::thwmrrmktaﬂamtnluqmmthntthup‘to?knatﬂaandlomridinshnuu
them -~ mgving at an/EEEEXEE rate of i a except no travel on Bwndays)
erage \. m | ;w
50 that the tripf from Van Buren County to the Willamette took six months,

In deseribing the route, I'm looking at a map that you'll want t0 506 ~- Om pages
152-153 of Bernard De Voto's The Year s of Decision, 1846, This fine book X can



-2m

be found in almost any geod library. A little later, I'll bave good reasens for
recommending it to yow, as you'll see. ]

Once the train had reached the Platie Riverslit would felleow the river week after

week =~ to the junciion with the Norkhh Flat Ash Hollow (which Amnt Kit described);
then alomg the North Platie to Scott's Bluff and INIMNMEARENXEMEE Fort Laremie and
Independence Rock; them through South Pass and on to Seda Springs and Fort Hall (mear
what is now Pecatell®, Idaho).

Now, at Fert Hall, they would make the decision to take the new southern route to
southern Oregon{(instead of fellowing the old Oregen Trail north along the Snake

River and across the Blue Mountains to Walla Walla and themdown the Columbia). To

see why they made this BEEBIKLMEXIE cdeclsion, you'll wanti te read pages 371 to 375

of De Voto's book, which describe the great hardships encountered ¢on the eld iz northern
trail.

The southera trail the chese to follow would m start with the beginming of the
California Trail at Fort Hall ~- first, about 98 of 100 miles westward aleomg the
Snake Rivezj then sputhwest cross-country ISEESEEXIEE to the Bumbeldt Rivers
beginnings, & bit east of where the town ot\?nw is, in NCNEEEEE N E Nevada.
Humboldt River -
Now the trail fellewed the JIMEEXAXXNIME¥IXEEE (“the river that dies") southwest to
about 90 miles from the Humbeoldt Sink in which ii disappears. Then, near what is
now ZREE the towm of Wirmemuoca, our pecple would leave the Califormia Trail and
take the Applegate Road <~ which had beem opemed just one year before.

The Applegate "road" -- mothing but a rouwgh trail, really -~ struck off northwest
from the Humboldt, scross the waterless Elask Reck Desert, hf the Black Rock
Mountaing, aidon to Goose lLake and Klamath Lake amd eventually' through Grant's Pass
and across the Rogue River and the Umpgua River and 80 == finally -~ iutp the southern
end of the Willamette Vallay.

(It would be in the Black Roek Meuntains, which run northward along the west Af edge

of the Black Rock Desert in NE NW Nevada, that scme of the train's cattle had been

shot by Indians on Friday, Sept 24th, as told by Hulin. 5o we know where eur pecple were
at the emd of that menth, About 2 months later they weld be iz the Willsmmtte Valley,
and would thes spend the winter with esrlier settlers mear Corvallis, before hesding
south down the valley in the spring of 1848 9 found Belkmap Settlemeat.)

Now let me urge as stromgly as I can that yeu read the story ef the first wagom
train that weat over the Applegate Road -« im 184§, just twelve momths before our
pesple did, This first trainm ineluded the Thermtom party. Its story, drawn
directly irem Thornton's omn marrative, is iold well inm DeVeio's book -- pages
146 to 186, and then pages 371 to 380. - This is the best way I kmow, to ceme te
a full understanding of what it was like te make that six-month jowney from the
Mississipph to the Wiliamatte.

Perbhaps, in your searches, ysu may Iind a full mep of the Applegate Road == showing
how it got from Grant's Pass to Klamath Lake and from there o0 Goose Lake and
from Goose Lake to the Black Eock Desert.  Ieooking at present day maps, I can't
fill in these details.
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154 (Chapman narrative, p.
egarded as fitting retribution for the

One version says that the local Indisns were

== With conment that 1t was one in which

tor of that version »
Mm.

Nothing in my files extept ene atiridution of
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Starr,
BEQRIE agrees with yours: fathar -,
« 1 bave nothing on him, in Ohio, where the & =
the crossing of the Uspqua. aStories sbout this are



ol

It's impossible to tell yeu fullyhew mush I've been gladdensd by your discovery of
the narrative of the Chapasn party. I Bad thought I was the only one Wying to ge
at the truth of what the grandebildren of Jessa and Jamo called “the trip axross the
plains” «- disregardi faet that leas than half of the jtwrney was in plains

country and that the geat hassrds were in the mewntain parts.

I still ean't do much with the story of the 1§48 party, which took the northarn route
afiter Fort Hall, From what survives of Aunt Kit's writinga, I ean go only as farr as

the crossing of the Snake nsar Bodse, in early lugust =~ o cromsing cated by the birtiplace
of her son loremso UGilbert Belknsp, nesr what is now Vale, (regon. beyond that, I have
ealy & eluttersd smisosllany of oonflicting and wnrelisble family treditione, some of which
seen Lapeusible to believe -~ suoh as one gramochild's statement that the passage of

the Cassates was nade by using the wagon seds as boats. 56 I'm hoping that jou or I

or anyems WAll run across an acoount of a train in wnich the following names ococur:

Belikngp =~ 5tarr ~» watts -« Baker -~ Xittridge «« Brather p- Jaskson
w= Dether

My nervative containiag any two or three ef theze nemes will vrobably be the one
SAIRAXERI we are lodking Zox.

Lo Ll

I emm't resiat telling you about another hook that I've found helpful on this subject
s gother by e Voto, Eﬂg_ﬁg_m_m. Any library that doesn't have it
cans sasily get 1t on Interlibrary .

This boscis unique. hils it deais with the yesrs of the fur trade and the mwuntain
am, IV's full of suthentie natariasl about the first sbttling of Uregon whils the
Sritish 3811l clatmed i%. good reading. But 1t gresat distinetion is its repreduction
of scntemporary paintings of the lamd and the pesple jJust Wen years tefors our paocple
ot there, ,Q

Some of the palntings are fimlleur - Catlin and Boumer. What's\new is the largs nusber
of psintings by a much better artist, Alfied Jacob Hiller -- lost\to sight for a century
and publisbed no Phere but in this book. They were painted in , and what thay
not have been any differat ten yoars later =~ what, for instafiesthe Flatte
losked like ther, not today, Just as Jesse snd Jane and Kit saw it, znd sc on and <o,
alnoe Fort dsll, idller was & shilled artist. loa't Le pet off by
the lega of a rusming borse. he drew them just as zll precsding
ace .

i
;
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Another fins thing in this book §s thot the end papors, front and back, reproducs
the great map of the landforme of the Lb, prepared

E
:_
!
:

the vregon Trail hat to eontand with. Anyome
people did must follow them on that mep. There's no

of t2 ny ebildren for Clwistmas,
'3 . Must thank you again for lending it
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Jan 24 1971

Dear Claudia:

What a wonderful person you are, to talkte all that trouble to trace that map

of the old trails, You must have spent hours and houre on it. I'm most grateful,
for I've been eager to get at the true record of the trips from Iowa to Oregon=- both
1847 and 1848,

I'm enclosing a ocopy of the lettar from Frances iiilne and its snolosure, for I think
you'll want to have thea.

There's no doubt that our own 1847 party joined the Chapman party soon asfter
starting. Our 16847 party, aoccording to Aunt Xit, left Van Buren County (somewherse
near the present day town of Keosaqua, on the Des Molnes River) on May 5, 1847,

The Chapaan party bad started the day before, Hay 4, from Oskaloosa == about 50
ailes from Keosaqua. Both parties were alming for St Joseph =« whioh by that year
had supplanted Endependence as the main jump=off point for California and Oregon.

Th soon, else would not have bean together later on -« for it
(a have teken our p ly about two weeks to reach 5t Joseph as our 1848 party
d, and if they bad been two weeks abead of the Chapman party at that early stage

they'd have pone on {0 the Platte with other travelers.

My reference $o Aunt Kit makes ms ask a question. Did I make, for you, a oopy of
the rather lenghly versen of her reminiscences put to gether by Kit's grandaughter
Eatie Christian? If I didn't, I should -- abaf 70 pages ef ig.

In that version, she mentions someone named Rant as driving Jesse's wagon, in 1848,
Do you know who this oould be? The' s another reference to this "Rank" -~ when
KAt and George ceme back from their trip te Ohlio in 1848, Jjust before starting for
Omegon, they went to "Rant's place” to stay -« as their own place had been sold.

I oan't identify him == might be an error in typing by the perspn whoe typed the
version I have -- but an error for what? Could "Rant™ have been a nickname for
Harley?! Might it have been wriiten "Bant"™ for "bantam®™ -~ and then miscepied}
But No =~ Harley was then t® youmg to have a place of his owh. I"d better steop

fuessing.
Now, two aore favors, please:

(1) I'm in need of information about Jesse's service in War of 1812, Does yowr father
reasmber snything about it?

(2) Will you lemd me, again, that long fat file of archives documents about Jonas Newton

Belknapl I haven’t been able to get a3 much as you did == and I need to taks another
look at some of the papers thet I didn't copy when I had your ses.

Gratefully,




Sty

2009 Lybecker Rd.
Pullman, Wn. 99163
1& November 1971

Dear Carroll:

Surprise!! Are you still pursuing the Belknaps? You mentioned in
one of your letters how they were'nt just a kumch of statistits, but
took on real personalities after delving into their lives, I am
inelind to agree with you, it certainly makes this wonderful hobby
more exciting.

In going thirought our correspondence I find that I've gseverdltimes
promised you additional information on those Belknaps living in
Washington, well it hasn't been dome, but I did come across some
info while working on the 1847 migration west that I thought you'd
find interesting, sc¢ here goes,

As near as T can figure the Starr, Belknaps and Gilberts were with
William Williams Chapman and family under the leadership of Mr. James
Fredericks for a good part of the journey, you will note in the
Chapman account (copg enclosed) they decided to take the southern

route into Oregon near where Pocatello now stands, There wvas p

a Lester Hulin who was leading a group also over this same routs, &

He seemed to be ahead of the Fredericks croup, quote: Avoms,
; o (D

"Friday 24kh Sept.., Last night Tovmer and Celnap of the other Co. Uy

came up and informed us 12 of their cattle had been shot that

morning by the Indians they wished help from us so we sent back

2 or 3 yoke of oxen to help them up and we laid in camp withing for

(as near as I can figure this was somewhere near Black Rock or fgiﬂqll<\

Blaeck Mt. they had been following dewm Mary's River...... ) F}Jg;,. !$j

I see where I am going to have to find Some maps of this route, I am vig

slightly confused as to just where he really was, F;ﬁ’h;?f-fu
W Wk L '{

Also found another interesting bit in dames E, R, Harrell's abcount

" 640 wagons crossed at St, Jo, Mo, under ladership of Captain Chapman --
later on 50 wagons elected William Jolly captain......,., ¥hen tﬂey came
to the diwvision at Ft. Hall, or Raft River or wherever they split

"there were only four wagons in our train when we got to
Whitman's Mission, that of Captain Jolly, old man Tobe Brawley and that
of Jerry Starr?,...they continued down #tiver from the Dalles.

To me this looks as if Jeremiah Starr -- father of Mahala Starr Belknap
had started with the group of Starrs, etec. but decided to go the other way,
T certzinly would like to find oul more about Jeremiah Starr, so far

have very little,

Hope this is interesting to you, and thank you so muech for all the Belknap
information you have forwarded to me. I am still yY¥/ plugging away at the
Starr geneology when I find time, which isn't as often as I would like,

Sincerely,
Y a2 0 b
Mrs, H. Bayard Milne




Hvang, Elwood -- [ ..ory of the Pecific Northwest; Oregon and Washinston
1829, 2 volumes,

p. 256 -= Col., William Williems Chapman

On or about the 4th of May, 1847m from Oskaloosa, Mahaska county, ITewa, Colonel
Chepman and family set out for their jouney across the plains to Oreson. The family
consisted of himself, hils wife and seven children, five boys and two girls,-..-
Sareh FEvelin, thirteen yvears old; Thomas, =leven years old; Arthur T, nine years
old: and Housten I,, Seven days old, Their mode of conveyance wags by two good
ax-teams and wagons, one being a family wagon and one for provisions, which also
seved as a sleeplng place for two or three of the boys, The family wagon wmas
gonveniantly arranged, havine a long body with a jut-over on each side, to whieh the
springy boards were placed to serve as a support for the bed in whieh Mrs. Chapmen and t
the babe were accommodated, A neighbor emigrant lady, looking upon the baby, exelaimed,
"Why Mps. Chapman, do you expect that little one will ever get to Cregon?" To this
Mps, Chapman, pressing the bay teo her bosom, replied; "fes, If I get there, it will."

In tppanging for emigrating across the plains,--an unbroken Iddian eountry
from the Missouri river to the Pacifiec Ocean, ---the thought of danger from Indians
was most prominent before entering thelr country, henee the large trdais and eonsequently
inereased bands of gtock. Before starting from the Des Moires river in lowa, the
number of wazons apd Seams of the emigrant train, includine the Thapman family, pad
reached nearly cne hundred, and had become such an ow:tacle to travel that the
emigration was about & month in ercssinr a eorner of Missourl to St. Joseph. Tt 3
was customary, when about the launch onto the plains, to condaet an investigation B0 1\
as to ascertain who were, and who were not, reasonably prepared for the jouney, so
that there should be no imposition of wnnecessary burther upon the company.  Upon )
A oRa o bhene wa s mAE Y it el s aehe, SR THEMa s bhay hinself And|EEK

wife, had a splendid ox-team indeed, the finest in the uompany or anywhere upon theg;
route, This man objected to many as unprepered for the izurney, saying that every f
man miat help himself and nobir else, as he would do. jotwtthstanding this man's Ldi. 2
assertions, all were pemitted to enter upon t'i= journmey, Thers #us also another ruidf

Hg

iy



observed in traveling, ---- that he who traveled in front to-day must go behind
to-morrow. The man with the good oxen kept half of this law; -- he went in front
all the time, always joining the train in time for camp.

From St, Joe the large train moved slowly on for a shor t ime, vhen it wes
found that the number o wagoms and stock so delayed their movements that it was
absolutely necessary to effect a division, add to separate the great train inte
swl%l eompanies, This being accomplished the several parties moved on rather more
ra , with the well-prepared indepsndent man still in the lead. As the nmumber
of imégr)nts diminished the fear of Indians seemed to grow less; and the company
moved out earlier in the morning and procesded with greater rapidity, with the
independent man always ahead, to the annoyance of the whole party. After some
days, the fear of Indians seemed to have vanished, although prudence required
proper guards against thedving Indians, as wea evidenged by the great eare vhich
and estsemec and prudent lady took of her mare and ocolt. Having tied a rope
to the maré‘s neck, she carried the end of the rope into the covered wagon and
. made it fast to her garments, Hving put down the wagon cover and lighted a
candle, she sat late knitting and complacently watehing the rope and when, BSome
disturbance arising outside, she drew upon her cord; add what does the reader
supposs she drew into the wagon? About two feet of rope, The Indians had cut
the rope, and with the mare and colt silently stolen away.

YMhile yet early in the period of the jJourney, another division teck
plage, still further redueing the numbers of the respectiffe parties. This time
Mr, Froderiek moved out; and Colonel Chapman, the Starrs and Belknaps and othgrs
followed after, but always with the man of independence in the lead. E\reryfl(fﬁing
moved aleong somethly for days, until one beautiful afterncon the the Platte;:tha
gun shining brizhtly and the train moving steadily forward, all et once one wagon
came to a2 halt; and seon the whole train halted, fearing that an aceident Q;d happend.,
The gruth was soon ascertained to be that the lady who had made the ansioﬁg:
iinquiry of Mps., Chapmen had just presented her husbend with a bright, ydung “baby,

add that mother and baby were doing well, the mother in the full meliefe that if




she got to Oregon the babe would get there too; and so they all did.

At the creossing of Green river one small family had a narrow eseape from
drowning, The gentleman with the good team was of course in advancs, caring
nothing for those behind, The train reaghed aeross the river, whish was high;
snd there was a deep pool immediately belowf the crossing, An old man and his wife
oceupied a wagon having two yoke of oxen. About midway of the river, something
fightened the lead oxen; and they turned shert around upon the upper side of the
tongue eatile, and were likely to turn oxen, wagon and occupants over into the
boiling flood. Colonel Chapman had a yoke of leaders which he often rode through
the rivers, and seeing the danger, jumped onte the near one, threw the chain across
their necks; reached the unruly team, hitched onto them, and brought oxen, wagons
and oosupants safely to shore,  The gentleman often repsated an seeccunt of the
circumstances which led te his perilous corditon, deseribin the situation , and
always elosing with the words, "And there was Polly; and she couldn't swim a lick!

The smigration pressed forward until they reached 2 trapper llving
upon the present site of Pocatello, Here they met the Noted Jaek Harris, who
represented that the southern route was prefereable on aceount of grass and water,
and that there was less danger from the Indlans, He instructed the company
slweys to keep the Indians &t a distance, and allow of no close friendship, as

they would take advantape of it., The company consented to take the soutenr route.

On the head of plapy's or Humboldt »ivep they suffer%ian attack upon the eattle by
the Indisns, but rnothing serious resulted,

Between vhat is now Winnemcea and Goose Lake 1s a piece of Vprj rocky ro;d.
Here the men with the good team was as usual eonsiderably 2head and going pretty
fzst, vhen suddenly dowm ecame his wagon in the road, The rapid driving over the
rocks had broken off the spindla. He sat upon the corner of his wapgon presenting
the most despondent appearanes, while the train came up within a few minutsu;

and instead of stopping, passed around without a word being uttered. Tmmediately
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the road led the train over into & deep holow out of sizh% of the man, He thought
he was left in the boudless wilderness, a prey to wild beasts or more savage Indlans,
w—=-=d fate his selfishness richly deserved, But, udder the directions of the good
leader, all stopped. Mr, Frederick, being a mechanie, now took two or three
other good men and went back and brought the independent man and his sagon Inte
camp. What does the reader suppose were this men's thoughts “hen the train
passed on out of sight? Some idea may be formed from what occurred afterwards.
Tt was 2 practice with emigrants, when a wagon or any attachemmts were abandoned,
for each to select a part that might become useful in an emergency; and in pursuance
of this sconomy the lesder, Mr, Frederick, had hung under his wazon & piece of
an axletres that just suited in this case, and with which he mended and repaired
the broken plece. This beins done the train moved on, with the man of independence
in the rezr for the rest of the day, For the remainder of the journey no man
was more obedient to the rules of travel, or more ready to lend a helping hand,
than this man who out suech an unfavorsble figure at the outset, Those whom
the afflicted man at Tirst took to be as prlests and Levites, passing by on the
other side, nevertheless returned as good Samaritans and made him whole, and sent
him on his way rejoleing,

About the first of November the company camped Just below the narrows of

Rogue river, 2t the had of a small prairief. A great many Indians come in and were
quite friendly. 1In the morning the company had about them crowds of Indlans,
men, women and children, The emigrants were yoking up thelr teams near to thelr
fires and ecolting utensils. An Indian came along by the spot where a man was yoking
up; and near him was a skillet eentaining some bread, His request for bread
beine refused, the Indian kicked the skillet over; and the man struck the Indian
idmvlari th his ox-bow, and straightway there was mischief afoot. The Indian women
and children disappears; while it was all the old chlef could to to prevent, an atiaolk
at ongs, TImigrants were yoking up with guns on their shoulders; but the leader,
Mp, Frederick, sot onto his horse and rode over into the drowd of Indians; when the

Indians took his horse by the bridle, compelling him to dismount. By signs,
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Mr, Frederick explained that the Whites wanted to be friendly, and were going to

s far country, This facified the Indians, and peace offerings were exchanged.

Who can tell of a bmaver act than Fraderick‘st Af ter this thrilling ineident, the
company moved on; and the chief took Mr, Frederick down to his fish trap, and as

s token of friendship gave him a salmon. He also appointed four Indians to
accompany the train to the boundary between the Hogue river and Umpgua Indians.

In additien, the first night after the trouble, he went into the mountains and
ki1led deer and gave them to the emigrants, The four Indians accompanied the train,
and often plcked grapes and gave them to the travelers,

Arriving at the swmit between Rogue river and Umpqua river, vhich was

the bourdary between the two nations, the four guards bede the emigrants a friendly
good-by and started beck; and the company moved on without any oacurrense of note
until they resched the crossing of the Umpqua. Here they found the river too high
to ford with wagons; and the Indians with two canoes were secured to farry them

over, This was done by unloading and standing each wagon lengthwise in the twe
canoes. The landing was opposite a high bank, and the vehicles had to be hauled
up with teams. When but two wagons remained toc e erossed, a wagon just reaching
the top of the bank broke locse and ran back on the eances, splitting one frem

stem to stern. This caused & disturbance among the Indians; and they vent ®mway,
but ¢ame baek in two or three days and resumed work, putting the remaining two wagons
over, This same e¢ivilized Indian stole that night 2 horse, saddle, overcoat and
sundry other things of lMr, Chapman. This horse the Colonel found six years later at
Ft. Umpque in possession eof old John Garnier, the keeper of the Hudson's Bay farm,
yho pronptly feturned the horse to lr, Chapman on learning that it had been stolen,

The compshy crossed the mountaininto the head of the Willamette valley amid

rain and snow, and made an sarly camp for the night. The next worning they found

a small ereck to cross near by. Its banks were about two feet high and filled with
water. agons had ocut a narrew way into the creek; and the off-wheel oxen of
Colonel Chapman's team were passing dovn into the ereek, when the lead oxen rushed

ahead, drawing the tongue around causing the off fore wheel to go down, vhile the



near wheel was on the bank, and thereby overdet the wagon into the ereek, filling
the fore end of the wagon and the bowns with water. The nmeighbors quickly turned
the wagon back, and the water yan upon everything within., The remarkable fact was
¥hat Colenel Chapman had driven entirely aeross the plains without ever stalling or
upsetting, and here at the head the the Willametts, upom a2 dead level, had upset
his wagori and family into the creek, But a1l got out safely, and due time, on the
eveninzg of the 13th day of November, 1847, resched Mary's river, nesr what was then
called Marysville, now Corvallis, Benton eounty. The small company as it was
then, consisting of the Chapmans, Gilberts, Stares and Belknaps, here came to & stop,
it being substentlally thelr journey's end,

sisesencsssIn the Klamath ecountry, Mrs. Chapman, in order to give
assgistange tc a aick women, entered her wagon, Af ter a 1ittle while she made
inquiry as to the cause of her sickness, and wvas informed that she had the messles,
This was a surprise and a sourse of anxisty to Mrs. Chap,an, since she had not had
this disease herself, and that she should have it now was inevitable. Neither wms
there hcpe of escape for the 1ittle baby or any of the children; for not one of
them had ever Leen affected. Mr, Chapman zlone of the whole family escaped the
afflietion. Thils exposure wes moreover needless, had the protrated woman \@nag her
ailment, as it was in the powmr of Mrs. Chapman to have assisted this woman without
going into the wagon; and besides this there wers undoubtedl others not liable te
contraect the disezse who would have readily, as they did afterwards, afford all
necessary aid snd comfort to this woman, Mes, Chapman first indicated that she
had eontracted the disease, then her infant ohild; and passing on, the whole family
of ehiidren became subjects of the pestilence, When it was remembered that there
was but ons wegon (the provision wagon having been left near Snake river) for all
the family to crowd into, or under, for slesp or rest; that Mes, Chap,an's eyes were
8o affecbed as to be without sight for sixteen days, almost to the end of the Jourmey;
and that they must have undergone great exposrue and suffering, it may well be
gonsidered almost 2 miracle that they all came throuzh alive. But there wes not

only an unbroken friendship ameng the smmbers of the gompany of whish Mr, James Fredrick






