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v January 26, 1962

Mr. & Mrs. Dick Taylor
721 Lacy Lane
Las Veges, Nevada

My deers:

I seem to get more and more behind in answering
personal correspondence, so I am answering Charlene's
nice note on office stationery, in office hours, too.
I hope you don't mind this breach of etiquette.

The Belknap Femily Tree has never srrived, and since
it wes sent to the Major Alley address, by now you
may have gotten it back. I still own the Major Alley
house in Palm Beach, but rented it for a year, unfur-
nished, and moved myself and my belongings into an
apartinent next door and upstairs from this office.
Hence the zddress: 2429 Beach Court is my personal
address; 2441 Beach Court is the office address;
either one will reach me.

I am scheduled, tentatively, to address an assembly
in Pasadena, California, May 9th, 1962, during
Professional wWriters' week, Pasadena City College;
title of my address: ARE EDITORS HUMAN?. Since there
is more than one school of thought as to this, it may
prove quite interesting.

Ptease feel free to ask me any questions about the

Belknap family. . if I can't supply the answers, some

of the rest of the family can. 1 turned over a lot of
family letters and daguerrotypes to the New York H15E0r1cal
Society after Malg:]and's death. . they were 1nterest1ng,
“But 1 Telt they should be in & place where scholars could
have access to them.

Best,

At (Aolll sy
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Liknow you will love this 'scheol girldpoem composed by your dear
mother, Hetta. The original ‘was. among Bessiels effects.

‘She Always Was Tired

_There was an old woman

" Who always was tired,
She lived in a holuse
Where no help was hired.

Her last words on earth were:
"Near friends, I am going
Where sweeping ain't done,
“Nor churning nor serwving;
And everything will ‘be just to my w1snes,
For where they don't eat there's no washing of ‘dishes;

And, though there the anthems are constantly ringing,
L5, hav1ng no voice, will get rid of the singing.
Don't mourn for me now, and den't mourn for me ever,
For I'm going to do nothlng for ever and ever."
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TV Racial-Attitudes Study
In Mount Vernon Planned

National Educational Televi-
sion will televise a documen-
tary on racial attitudes of
whites and blacks in Mount
Vernon, N. Y, The program,
titled “Na ch}mg Place,” will
be presented on Channel 13

Luw-|next Wednesday at 8:30 P.M.

{ The program focuses on peo-

mmuﬁigm in the community who are

attenfpting to maintain a dia-
lpgue between the races.

Transport News,
On Pr
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25 Glwb Read
Riverside
Comne w&
Mre, M‘ T. Miney - g+
Town Cletk & Tegistrar of Vital Statistios -\”1_/ iR
.w“ Comn, 7
D.lr irs. wr'
May I ask for soms aid that you may be able %0 offer? \!

I am trying %0 determine the parentage of a Jesse Belinap
uhoinuidﬁohnnbouhmnh'ﬂoh'oni{tl'?ﬁo.

Are the vital statistios for Hebron for 1760 available?
And if so, where?

Ity be grateful for any help you can give me,
Vory truly yours,
Carroll Balknaps
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ESSEX INSTITUTE

SaLem, Massacnusrrry
01970

DeaN A. FavLzs, JB., Director .
Janaary 31, 1467

ir. Carroll Bellknen
29 Club FRoad
T3

fiverside, Conn.
Dear Ur. Belknan,

With regard to your question on the paners sand manuscrints of
Henry Wyckof? Lellnan, the Resex Institute dors hola many of the
notes and resenrch materiels of Mr, Relknan. This is n colleetion
dealing in large part vith hie histopical researches, and alse hie
genealopical vork, but it forms o part of our manuserint colleetinn

“which has never been fullg described, and T an unable at thisg time
ili

to be sure Eurt what families are remresented,

Currently the Essey Institute igs invelved with ma jor building
construction end these pepers sre unavailable, It is oup Lope that
mith more poom that e °8n move these and ofher papers to apeas in
which further vorlk rity be carried out with them, At nresent, how-
ever, we are unoble to affirm the contente,

I suggest that you gontaot lirs, Cherles A. Potter, our pef-
erence anﬁ menuserint librarion who 1y on viientlon just now, and
aek for his agsistin ey, We onnnot offer rossapel asrisltance nop
eun e undertake projects 1nto individual fanily history, but when

#SC papers have beeu placed it mav be poseille for individualsg
to work with tLen fop you, lirs, La{ph L. Thresher of 12 Strathmore
foad, Viakefield, Maee,., hes frejuently taken on rrojects of thig
nature and knove oun collections fairly well, Perhapz at o latep
dete with Mpe., Potter's cooperation Mre, Thresher coulc "dig" into
this material, <

Mr. Bellnan (ied Sept. 19, 1946 but I Bennot locete when his
manuscripts came to ug, Ve have recognized the need for vork with
this material, tut 1o date have had neither cpace nor steff For all
of the work neceesary, Then too, colleotionn of genenlopicn)
materinl are often diffieult to fully evalnate uné require mora
attention thah ve haye been nble to devote, unfortunatel y,

Mrs. Thomas Earry of 29 Lee St., Marblehead, Mres., i s neioe
nf the late Mr. Dellmap, the only relative we know of in thic apes,
If you keep in toneh, nerhape later ve can ha of more Lelp to you,

Tours vepy tenly,
LJ Hrorel 7\]. //"?ﬂﬁx 1%
David L. Proner, Librarian
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" JONAS BELKNAD

Jonas Belknap enlisted in the U.S. Service in the Spring of 1775 for
8 months, in the State of Massachusetts, In January of 1776 he cnlisted for
1 year and, before his service expired, he enlisted in the Continental Service
in the State of New York and served until June 1783. He served in the
Company commanded by Captdin Luke Day in the 7Tth Massachusefts Regi-
ment, commanded by Colozel Alden -- afterwards by Col, John Brooks at
Albany, New York, He received an honorable discharge, in 1783, from the
Service at Newburgh, in the State of New York, by General George Wash-
ington, He served in the following battles: Bunker Hill, Bemis Heights,
Taking of Burgoyne, Taking of Cornwallis at Yorktown, and at Colier Hill

where he received a wound of consequence for which he received a pension

from the government of $20.00 per annum. His rank was Sergeant,

On the 1Ith of December 1820 he was residing in llarden County,

Kentucky, and his family consisted of his wife, Fanny -- age 54, and his
daughter, Diantha -- age 9. His occupafion was engineering,
From -- General Services Administration

Washington 25, D.C,
"*National Archives.,”

(Copied by Claudia Marshall, 1961)

PS. Jonas Belknap's father was = a_Brlknap. The latter was killed in
the Battle of Bunker Hill, Junc 17, 1775. J

\'.
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JONAS BELKNAP

Jonas Belknap enlisted in the U.S. Service in the Spring of 1775 for
8 months, in the State of Massachusetts. In January of 1776 he enlisted for
1 year and, before his service expired, he enlisted in the Continental Service
in the State of New York and served until June 1783. He served in the
Company commanded by Captain Luke Day in the 7th Massachusetts Regi-
ment, commanded by Colonel Alden -- afterwards by Col. John Brooks at
Albany, New York. He received an honorable discharge, in 1783, from the
Service at Newburgh, in the State of New York, by General George Wash-
ington. He served in the following battles: Bunker Hill, Bemis Heights,
Taking of Burgoyne, Taking of Cornwallis at Yorktown, and at Colier Hill
where he received a wound of consequence for which he received a pension

from the government of $20.00 per annum. His rank was Sergeant,

On the 11th of December 1820 he was residing in Harden County,
Kentucky, and his family consisted of his wife, Fanny -- age 54, and his

daughter, Diantha -- age 9. His occupation was engineering,

From -- General Services Administration
Washington 25, D.C.
"*National Archives."

(Copied by Claudia Marshall, 1961)

P.S. Jonas Belknap's father was D'h\l& Belknap. The latter was killed in

—
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the Battle of Bunker Hill, June 17,
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"Bonshaw Gate",
King,Ontario,

Ganada,

‘ Friday,?26.1.68
My Dear Mr,Taylor;-

Your extemely comprehensive gensaloglcal chart arrived safely here,a
little hefore Christmas, My friend John Relknap has decided to keep 1t,s0
herewlth emclosad,please find his cheque in ths amount of eleven dollars, -

Canadlian,which should nett you ten American, ~, & fh

Tnfortunately 1t does not shew his earliast known aHGBStOf;Danielf{;;flT't

Balknap who would have bnen born circa(Z?4@)I740,probably ardund tﬁe Masg-

achussetts = Vermont - New Hampshirs border. You do record five different

Danjels but they ares all deceased hefore I700,and you have not projected

any of them down. Wowsver the mere fact that the name was used in the family

18 hearﬁeningl The path of his descendants is northwards up the Connecticut

River . . » PBrattleboro(where his son Manlel wes born) . . . Nummerston
“(where NDaniel II lived And raise& his family® . « « Windsor(where Danlel II's

son lived) and finally up across the border into ‘juebec. NOWw o o & &

A couple of years apo,I made contact with a Merrick RBelknap(address: Rock

BF §5y

Island,yuebed}who lives right on the uebec - Vermont border. He cladma his

b w1120 —
6.3.G.Grandfather was Obadiah Belknap(see History of Haverhill,Mass,) who gm

married Sarah Mltchell in I742. This puts Oblats birth date circa I720. He

JT
married secondly Vary Marble in I756(seo llavarhill Vital Records), Oble's 4’

son,William was born in I743 in Plalstow,N.H.(see Vital Records),married
e ;

.eirea I762,s6ttled in Liabon,N.H.,had a son John born there in I777 who

pushad on north over the border into Quebec at Stanstead., Daniel's descend=

ant woundlup at XKnowlton, just a few miles from Stanstead,as is Rock Islend

also, Now . . . I notice that you on your chart under the heading of

References: shswNas Reference !5 the Haverhill,Mass, Vital Records, I am




on the chart?

In another letter ha quotes from the Orange Gounty(Vt.)gazetteer‘of
1888 , + .+ "Simeon & WVoses Belkna?,brcthers,came from Connectlicut to Ran=-
dolph,Vt, 1n‘i779 or I780.Simeon was taken captive during an Indlan Raid on
Royalton,Vt, on Oct,I7,1780, Moses located on a farm,now occupled by Geo.

T, Brigham(I888),he reared 3 sons & 7 daughters,two of the laftter are still

1iving(I888). Sophronia,widow of Walter Perrin of Hardwick,Vt,,now 95,and
Susan B,,wldow of John Miles,now 88,and 1iving on a part of the old Relknap
homestead at Wast Randolph,Vi.F I must say 1t was a great thrill to locate
these two brothers on your chart,apd to note that the Indians didn{t 'de-man'
ki poor Simeon. However,you‘show only one.offSpring from Moses, viz: Voses Jr.
obviously from the above there were more. After all why did Moses Jr. namse
his son YWalter Perrin,if‘his sister wasn't married to Mr.,Walter Perrin?

In yet again anothar letter,thls time to John Belknap here in King,he
states "From some facts I have,Thenezer,Mitchell and Andrew Belknap(brothers)
came from "mgland to Amerlca wlth the Pilgrims.sometime between I620 and
1630." T £ind these facts a little unlikely. For one thing,the name tMitchell!
was certainly not a Christian name of those tlmes. 1 wonder if there could”
be a littls confusion over his G.G.G.0randfather's wife!s malden name? She
was Sarah MITCHTLL who would have been born circa I724,which 1s just IO years
before the TIbenezer that yoﬁ shew on your chart{I734), Andrew doosn't appear

~on your chart at all,

| My return to Merrick Relknap's Great Nrandfather for a moment,John who

E was born in Lisbon,Vt. in I777, He had a younger sister named Phoebe,born in

| the same place clrca I78I1. She married a Joseph G.Lynde, Let's say about 1800,
Now,on your chart,you shew an enterprising character by the name of Chauncey

' Belknap who,obvolusly,lilkes to keep things in the family,and,the famlly,in

the'family way',by marrying two Belknap lasses{Sarah and Morcy)andisiring
i T4 1ittle Belknaps, I will hera Assunme that Chauncey married Marey eciren 1800,

L e e araoas dtat Thashel aharalmarpisd Joa Ionde. In IBIT7.Mercy beara A A0,
o e beara A AON
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and that son is christened '113(1\“1_:513',51 Hoat unlsudl Rare for/habe when that
name 18 not an old family name, The explanation seems to me to lie in the
faect that Chauncey Belknap,snd his wife Mercy Belknap were relqted in some
‘way with Phoebs Belknap,and through her met,and came to knéw her husband,
Joe Lynde: came to think so much of him that they named n son after him,
Colnsldance parhaps but,san interesting conlecturs. No?
Tell me,in your research,hnve you come across a Henry 'Wyckoff Belknap?
As the .pood D.A,R, girls,on_their plaque In Newburgh,N.¥,,s3y of the Belknaps;
"Patriots All",well,this Henry character must be,has to be,the most patrintic
of the 'All', He is ,without a doubt,the ALl-most. Why,he almost had a
Belknap Genealosy published] Anjway,this jofker figured that the area around
where 0ld Abraham hit the beaches way back in the I630's,was such hallowsd
ground,that he still lives - or lived - only five miles away,in Salem, This
boy never got off the ground. But to explaln why I asked you. My John Balknap
here in King has put at my disposal a few archives that came down to him from
hls father,and amongst them is a typed 1etter from the above Henry-to Johnts
father, The top of the létter 1s missing so I cann't tall you the data but,
it must be prior to the Firat World War,as he states; " , , , howesver,better
late than never and you are still In time to get into the book,
}( I have been over fifteen years atlit and at present the chief delay ia
caused by work in Wﬁgland where I finally located the ancestors of Abraham
our first in this country during the past year,
¥uch valuable and interssting material 1is already in hand and more can
be had if means to pay for it are forthcoming. Within a few days a new source
of delay has developed through the discovery that in nll probabllity the
Nurnap family of which some membars came Lo thean parts about the same time
as Abrahem Belknap,is the name as Belknap, This will necessitate going all
over the ground already traverased and following up all of that name and from

the start I have mads 1t 13 golng to be quite a piace of work,

I am very glad indeed to have filnally reached you and enclose a blank



"to be filled out which will save you some writing.and give you the facts
needed, 1 alao enélose_COPies of circular letters sent out about the Fnglish
work in which I trust you will fesl an inbersst, The material collected in
"ngland 1s to be published In a few months in the New‘England Ganealoglcal
& Hiatorical Registar,the quarterly of the Now Tingland (tensalogical Soclety
8o that this part will be available before the regular book is printed,

| | | Yours truly

Henry Wyckofr Belknip."
3 3 3%
There i1s mlso the top portion of the above mentioned circular letter,

"BELKNAP G NFALOGY
oI Warren St,,S5alem,Mans,

May,I91I2
Denr Sir or Madamg
After fifteen years of saarch and personal expense of several
hundrad dollars I have finally located definitely and beyond
queation tha famlly of our emigrant ancestor,Abrahan Belknap,
In the County of Herts,Parish of snawbridgeworth,Tngiand."
i o 3
So,it appears that friend Henry iyckoff was reaponsible for the data
In Vol.68 of the N.%.%en, &% Hist. Regs printed,I believe,in I9I4 but,none
of the W,T.Hlst,S5ocleties that I have contacted are awnre of any printed
book by him. We alao have a plece of note paper on which is penned:
" A painting in Burton DNassett Ghurch,Warwickahire,shews the Arms of the
Belknap Family) This checks out with a blurb you have in the top right
sectlon of your chart, |
You state at the far left of your chart thatlAbraham was accompanied
by two brothsars. Which twe? In that pgeneration wns have: '
I) John Beltoft
2) Josaph DBelknap
3) Abraham Bellknap

4) Thomas Belknap

9) Josias Beltoft
6) NDaniel Reltoft



It would appear that nos;g,s % 4,beginning a:ﬁ;w 1life,in a new country,
made a clean swasp of things,and took on a new gpelling &f their names, I
repeat,it only appears to me that these thres were the emigrants from Tmgland,
" The argument is atrangbhenad for me by the fast that‘you have not projected
Joseph‘or Thomas by reason of their charts being aqually comprehensive,and
anyway your wife descends from nelther of these two but,lrom Abraham. I
further assume that the meager projactions of John,Josias,snd NDaniel,were
all that was avallable from Vol,68 in the W.%W. fen, & Hist. Reg. no‘you fegl
that Abraham's chart is complste,othar than for the odd name of a wife hare
and there? If this be so,then it seems my John Baelkndp 1s descended from
one of the other hrothers, Take your pilck. My pgusss 18 that he comes down
from either Josies or Daniael, Thess two are the only two to make use of the
nama'Danlel'in thelr familles,and we know that my John had two antecedents
with this name. It therefore appears that my John's Immigrant ancastor
arrived 1n New "ngland anywhere up to I00 years after your Abraham,which
indicates a lengthy search of the sShipping Iists. Could be that Marrick
Belknap,in his saearch for 0Obadiah's ancestry,is in,or will.find it on, the
same boat. Thrse two latter day immigrants,in all probability,emulated their
New Fngland cousina,and changed the speliling of their names from Beltoft to
Relknap.

What thinkest fhou of my theory? If you have a moment to spare from the
ticker-tape,drop me a line, I should like to have your cémmanta.

I remain,s3ir
s

|

.I ‘

Most Respectfully Yours

Bt U ——

WDP,Jarvis )

| — ~ —
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