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sk Simpsois Chapel
AMadeleine L Nichols

I s e olid Siipaon’s Clapcd was completed T8 stonnl o
1l abent T iy Between the paesaond o ol Bellfontain !
Alpie, The ¢Imrch was hiodt ol Band-planed Tuimber and wies @
plain oblong with thiee windows on each side and a poceh in tront
Tt was surronnded Dy pebe trees, nany of which are still standing
arich w L served e hitching posts {or howses,

The Lo tory of the AMpne commnity oy he said o Lave had
its besinninge at e time o the svedtion ol twn ildings, the 'hen-
e ool house and Sinpson's Chapel, theugh it is trse thul guite
a tnhier ot settlers Taed come o e valley Jofore that tieme, Yhe
whisel B wan bunde al loges ek was ottt ana pramnntery
Aot b nales sonth of he present fown ol Alpine :un\ on pant ol
the old Chilwert places Ttawvas prabubby Binlt about Ly i and servenl
hotlas o sehool and @ mecting honse,”

It was and always has been a Methodist Charedi aned was ealbisd
Simmson's Chapel becatise Rishap Sipjson was i pesiclingg olbieer
ol the firad annnal canlerenee, Deldd while the gronp was still et
ing in the ol Ehenezer chioel. In 1L it was decided that a urw
chardl was needed, 50 one was Duili i ihe prosent site of Alpine
aned was c-umph'hwl in 1901, At this time the congregation dhivided,
part of its imembers going to ReNionntain and part i Alpine.

(hee wholé community Was anee Lrvienn as e Detknap setthe
ment brecanse of the pro pondet e of Belknaps among the T
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setther, o s nionecr A B come by swauzon b to the valles
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Another interestings pact ol the eoly history of the Chapeel vens
tered ncennd 1he campround which, in 1871, was bought fron
Goorgte Hunpdiey il is kuown as the Bellfowtan Park, Ceople
eame froun males arannd - pomaady Fov the spring ol cleas vold sater,
held wes ttes and veateds Phe gatlenmes were velignons but alsn
sapial. People swonld brne dood pat ap tents, mol stay fon o weck
aF morc. o Hmes someohe wontded Deinse paat of i Deel and hang
it on a tiee el those proesent svere bee b Lielp themselves e
pieneer diay s are prone hul Sinpsons Chapel is stull ssed as i house
of worship by those who have taken the plice of the pionears,
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217 ANGELL STREET
PROVIDENCE . RHCODE ISLAND 02906
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This is Washingtom't birthday--I am alones I hope you can readthis.
PA. 3-5823

LAW ©FFICES OF
CLAREK R. BELKNAP
1207 5. BAILEY STREET
SEATTLE 28I108

' Fab. 22 .
Carroll York Belknap, ab y 1967

25 Club Rd, -
Riverside, Conn, 06878.

Dear @ousin;

Your intensely interesting chapter on the Belknap hiatory has
besn read and with much appreciation ofthe labors perfémed in its
preparation. Yourmade one mistake--you refer at the bottom ofpage
1, "..no matter how long winded I may bes" I assure you that it was
no effort to read your findings and hopings. Being only the slightest
of an historian, but even soy I aporeciate the many hours you have
spent in your studies.

My first inquiry, is more about your selfs. After I had writtem
my little skit, I went dwon to San Francisco, and there net{Il went
to attend the selaction of the American Tract team for the 1960
Olympics. No. I did not participate--altho I could have done s50a%)
Grace Smith(Belknap) the la st of the children ofthose who crossed
the plainsw-Heferred to with address, on page 2 ofmy little bit. In
my notes I stated that as a lad of 15 I had met her. Well, she is
sti1l1 alive, if I mistake not--have heard nothing of her passing--shed
is 3 years older than I,--I will be 84 March 15th--so she is 87. I
urge vou to send anyrmaterial te her--I am sure she will appreciate
it. Her body showed signs of age in 1960--the flesh hung very lecosely,
but her mind was very claar~-I have heard from her a few times sinces
If I recall correctly she told me that in some church in the San
Francisce/ I do not recall the City, there was a special windew in-
stalled in homor of your Grandfx ther, Cgrrington.

And let us step right here for a moment--I would like to kneow
more sabout hime. My immediatdy older brother, Foster, who lived en
the o0ld Dcnation Land Claim, and kept quite closely in touch with
Belknap affairs-~told me that your grahd dad came to Monreoe about
1904 and preached one Sunday* That would make him in his early 70ties.
As you know, I was born in Wash. Territory, Spokane County, in 1883,
I have not consulted with my 4 year older brother, Maynard,329 3rd
S%te Lewiston, TIdaho, relative to the incident. But I have a falnt
reccllection of your father or member ofhis family visiting us on
o ur farm--when I was about & years olde I may be mistaken.. In my
notes I make mention off'two fline daughters.”" _nefiarried a judge.

I understand that at the University of Idaho, loscow, one ofthe
daughters had a building erected in her homore. You probably know
much more about that than I do. I would be pleaséddto have you more
clearly iBentify your selfs I assumg that you are a Ifew, but only a
few,years younger than I am.

And before I forget it. I want to say a word about the Kentucky
Hardware mane® I have made gquite a number of trips to New Yorke It
seams to me that this happened back in the twenties. I met a man
who knew the Kentucky Belknap stor{ very well. The Belknap Company was
known far and wide.When he died well up in the 90ties, a & "whole tra®m

load of business men from way cut west, Texas, in particular,(@ame te



his funeral. Wheﬁ past 90 he stood up te his staff and gave them sound
advice in the mansgement of the business.™ Apparently he was gquite a man.

Back in the 1860ties my grand father gave Willamette Universit¥
at Salem $1,000.00, and your grandfather graduated there about 59.

assume that you have the details more -dearly than I. My grandfather

knew his bible from Kiver to “iver, althe he diid not say Mkiver,"

and I believe that few did dg, They were well grounded in grammer etc.
Strange as it may be, the least educated of the lot was the wife of
George, Jesse's eldest son, Kiturah. I knew her as a lad--Aunt Kit,

She wrote a fgumber of most interesting sories--altho quite illiterate.

The historian of Willamette Uni quoted largely from Aunt KIt. You see

the Belknap Neighborhood was Methodist; they held the first Genesral
Confersnce of thr Methodis¥ Churh in the Oregon country~-at the

Belknap neighborhood-- 1854--a Bishop Simpson rode a horse, swam

rivers frauP,rtland te Simpson Chapply . In responsive readings my
gramdfather, and no doubp yours, toe, needed no book --he Imew many chapte
by heart. Tyey had a fine singimgz school-~those ybung people ofmy
father's age were well grounded in music.My father was born 1850.

Corvallis? It means "Core of the valley.) When my griad dagd
landed in Oregon, they arrive early Nov."'47, they spent their first
winter in Corvallis«The next spring they were the fist ssttlers of
the Belknap Neighborheods My immediately oldef brother, lfoster, here-
tefore mention, died two years ago--his widow, ofcoburss, became the
owner ofthe Old Donation Land Claim--that is, the part where the
old house stoodand still stmmde, erected in 1855 She was the last of the
Mohegans: c~~no Belknap is left.

As gtated in mv little history, my grand father, Ransom, was the
only one to stay put--the Belknaps in general were sort of Westward
Wandering Ministrels. ‘; dad with Aunt Hamnak hg]hm-,! George Bul%.p
went to Spokane, a newe Ve en I grew up,it was my voyhood
expectation to have dad give me abeam of horses and I would go to a

new spot and stake out a homestesd. Well, I did just that--1 own
Seattle,

I am enclosing two interesting letters, which you may return at
your pleasure; .ne from Charlotte Starr, a grand daughter:of aunt Cumi.
She is only & month younger than I; We grew up together in the Spokans
country. Her comments urﬂ%ﬂiﬂd by my histery, are interesting. She gives
you wWhat you are looking for--interstimg bits of history of the in- :
dividuals Her address is West 1212 7th, Spokane. As her letter indicatss,
she has a bright minde8he will be greatly interssted’Pour effortss I
am sending her the letter you wrote me» h.ghs other letter enclosed is
from a Eugene, Oregon; I know nothing ofi éxcepting this letter. I could m
not be of muech help.to her. Possibly you will learn more 2 bout the Lost
Wagon Train, includin§ gome Belinaps. liote Charlotte's comment about Cumi
being born in Ohio and Geerge and Hansom in Kentucky.

My oldest brother, Clifferd, bomat Monroe, 1875, went with his
father and mother to Spokane and diad there two years sho. He has two
:}{’ sons wWhom you will want to contacte Harold O. Belknap, Russ Bldg. San
Fra neisco, 94104+ He is now 63. For & number ofyears, commencing
1941, he was with Braun ' Co. Public Relations men; when Sec. Benson
under lke got into trouble with a lot of left wing farmers, a Represen-
tagive of Gen Mgtors, told him, Benson, that he needed a good mblic
Relatigns man. So Byaun loamd him Hardd. Whiia gﬂing:-.i.l:toxrer the country
organizing the conservatiey:: farmers, he attracted the Lttentionr of
the ¥ Beet Sugar industry; He did not want to stay with the the govern~
ment in any event, s¢ he went with the Beet Sugar rgople--Haroeld is the
brightest spo§ in the Western Belknap contingente He has a daughter who
is interested in geneclogy, and Harold tel e thot he would get from
Taybor at Palm Springs the FAMILY EREE, one for his daughter. So keep
He&rold in mind, alwayse Then Harold has an younger brother, Marvin, 6468
South L. St. Tacoma, Wash. His wife, Edith, has obtained one of th® big
Family Trees. As you no douht know, Tacoma is but 30 miles from here,
80 1 will be seeing it A sister of Marvin's told me that it covered
the living room fleore } assume that you will get one, if you do not
alzeady have onee.

en 1 visited Newburgh I little redlized one of my forebear:
had preceded me at that historic spot®



As to Orig or Orrin Belknap, I am sorry that I can not add
to my storye All I knew was that Hannah, Ranson, Cumi and a cousim,
Orrir crossed the plains togethers I have always understood he was
& very substantial citizen.

A little family gosaip. CGreat grand dad Jesse deeded/ﬁ&fe to
his baby boy, Harley, with the understanding that he would take care
of them in their old age.Well, appgrently Harley was still v00 o ung
to want to stay put--Benton County was becoming too crewded, , so he
decided to go to central Oregon, in the Prineville couutiy. 5o he
picked up Jesse and his mother and brot them over to Hansom, who
cared for botr until they died. At the same time Ranson had his
wife, Mahaila¥s father and mother with him. S, he had four old f
felks with him for several yearss

When Tws 13 my fither returned to Monreoe and took overt he
farm of Mansom, who died Jyne of that year, Grand dad hed some 200
head of sheep and whe same number offeats, and some might fine
trotting horges. Grand father "ansom also took care of two orphan
boys, sons of Washington Waltz, who married C ni after the death
ofher first husband, Samuel Starre Grard motHer had at one time 500
chickens. HRansom was highly honoped¢ at his death and before for
that matters Ewsry one came to his funeral.

All I know of your grand father is to the good. But as before
stated, I had the names ofily of two daughters. o, who was your
father% How many sons and daughters Corrington had, I know not.

I understood that Harley was 17 when he cressed the glains,
in 48. You will note that Ransom et sl did not go via the Old Oregon
Trail, but via notthern Nevada, Utak and Cal. and came gp thru
southern Oregon. Coming down the Columbis Hiver was too treacherous.
But the next year, probably having discovered the Barolw Pass, near
Mt. Hood, the better way was in that direcfione

do so* igyygﬂiEgvgfngﬁerﬂggtH%EghgoggskngﬁhthEégoggM¥A¥BE ESER%B?t
‘story of the Cregon Countiy. Remegber, Oregon, on the map in those
oxcart dayss meant all of Idaho, Washington 2ud Oregon. But to the
early settlers , Oregon meant the Willamette galley~

Marcuss Whitmam f was long credited with the Saving of the
Oregon country for the United States. Little to that line that lad
been t sught-in our histoites. It is a marvelous story, and Jason Lee
who founded yowr CGrand dad's Willamette University was the larger
man of the two THE GREAT COMMAND is a muste

Hannah was born in New York, George and Hansom in Kentucky,
Cumi in Ohie. Apparently they were not in Kentucky very long. As
for Illineis, I suspect they were there only as wort of relaxing
for their trip to Iowa. Do you suppose than they left “hio, they
really had the Oregon ccountry in mind? I would doubtf ite The
indefiniteness of Oregon at that time would hardly be inviting,
As a matter of fact whem the early settlers did come via excarts
it was nottoo definite what would be the future cf the Oregon
Countrys. They went lanmgely &n faith. For which I am glad~-for
yvou and I would hot have been born.

Me? I am still practing lav. I have written a book, THE
GREATEST MAN WHO EVER LIVED IN THE WHITE HOUSE, a parody on FDR.
What didhis wife and sons tell about him? What did his own political
household write of his doings? Pjentye. It is now at the printers,
but they have delyed greatly in getting it out. I willsee that you
get a copy-~about 350 pages, paperbacke

Please let me kn®w more about Corrington andhis family, in-
cluding youe

Best wishes.










