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CLAUDIA MARSHALL from CYB L/15/71

Forgive delay in answering your most welcome letter., We had been away over Easter,
in northen Vermont snow, at the Trapp Family lodge -- the "Sound of Music" family,
I found your letter here when we returned.

Lots in your letter that's helpful -- dates te enable me te add some facts te my
record of the children of Keziah and Chatman Hawley -~ information about exact date
of marriage of Hannah and Lorenzo Dow Gilbert =- information (new to me) placing
Rev Jom Wesley Starr in Licking County in 1833 (he was later in Allen Co, Ohie, at
time when Jesse was there; and performed marriage of EEXKXEEXKHAKXARAXNE Stephen
Howell and Electa Belknap =- daughter of Orin Belknap gnd Nancy Starr -- there in
1838.) I'm passing this informatimalong to Frances Milne of Pullmap,Viash., whe
has more on Starrs than I've found elsewhere,

The copy of the letter from Orin H Bellknap is helpful -- as it gives full list of
children of his grandfather Orin who was son of the Orin who was son of Jonas NewtonB.
I'm in correspondence with one of hls daughters, the Evelyn named in his letter --
and will send her a copy of that letter, for she is trying to help me on that branch
of descendants of Jonas NHewton B. Another descendant, now living in Spain, is also
helping. Big problem_ always, is to get more than just names.

Which reminds me of what I need most frem you -- full information offi children of
Lorenzo Dow Cilbert and Hannah Belkmap. To show what I hope you can supply, I
enclose copy of my present notes on Hannghte brother Ransom -- still lacking some
details, but good enough to illustrate wy needs. Hope you can de it better, for
Gilberts.

I think I have full data on Starrs in Bentcn County. So won't ask you te send me
more.

Now that interesting clipping sbout Mrs Catherine Gilbert of Horse Valley —- reprinted

_from Chambersburg People's Register. I'm retuming it, after making a copy for myself.

I can't identify her, for I know little about Gilbert genealogy -- beyond the fact
that there Gilberts at Haverhill and a whole slew of (Gilberts in and around New
Braintree and Brookfi#Id Mass, where Reubem came frem, to Ontarie Ce NY. But I'm
tempted te make a few comments in hope they may help you.

I have to accept as fact what the clipping says about Xié her having lived all her
life in the valley where she waa born — even though I know how newspapers erred on
such HAtXaXH details. So, where was Horse Valley? It was in an area where the
solid woods had to be cleared —- just as in Ontario County and then in Licking County
and Allen County in Ohie, but net west of Ohie, S0 this Catherine's husband was a
Gilbert whe did not move on fror the place where she married him and where, as

a girl, she had helped clear the land. Andwhat strikes me most strongly as I

read the clipping, is that what she says about her childhood is almost exactly what
Aunt Kit wrote about the work she did im as a child in Ohio, So perhaps Catherine's
husband was a Gilbert who stayed in Ohie -- which raises the question of how the
clipping happened to be sent te Hynnah.
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I8XX indulge in two guesses., (1) That the clipping was sent to her because this

Catherine Gilbert was someone whom she knew and/or was likely to KHEWXXNENt

be interested in. (2) That the person HEX who sent it to her was probably the

Mrs Cynthia Avery who supplied information to D B Waite for the Walbridge book

about the history of Springwater. ) ,
§§=: ,*E;> E:‘ Se Areu\ (S VN b“awwsaJL.s C A

This CynthiafAvery, as you know, was born Cynthia Garlinghouse, daughter of

Gamaliel Garllinghouse and Jesse's sister Esther.) She and Hannah would have known

each other inj)Licking County before Hannah was married. And we know that there

was correspondernice between (Cynthia and someone in Oregon, for Cynthia knew the

date of Jesse's death., THX¥X¥¥ The "someone" quite likely was Hannah -- for

Cynthia had besn Hannah's sister-in-lew, as her first husband was Lorenze‘'s

brother Franklin Gilbert, by whom she had three childrem. In 1875, after

Wranklin's death, she married Chrlstopher Avery who was a widowar l!ﬁlliﬂ!lﬁlﬁ

And there was still more relatlonshlp - for Phriqtopher Avory's daubhter
IHEIRWER Harriet (by his first wife) had married Charles Belknap, son of Jesse's
brother Elisha. . . S0, I think, there is plenty of reason to surmise that Hannah
and Cynthia waere correspondente and that Cynthia may have been the sender of that
clipping, XXRALX#EH¥GHNXAXZHEXERTEXMERRAMANYAXHEXTHEERESNXEd which was probably
printed ¥SHEYAEHE not long after 1900 -~ and Cynthia lived EIXXXHRS till 1906.

All guesswork -- but fun, But why would Hannah be interested in that Catherine
Gilbert? Most likely, I think, because of relationship te Catherinet's husband.
But this hushand could not have heen brother of Lovenze, for Franklin married
Cynthia and the other brother, Riley, moved on to Iowa (if Waite was right on this
point), Yho, then, could the husband have been?

Waite may have the clue to the answer, According to him, there were twe Gilberts
from Ontarioc County who went %o Ohio and didnt*t go farther, and were of the right
generation to be husband of Catherine. These twe were Lorenzo's cpusihs Philander
and Reuben ~- sons of Reuben Jr (Phinehas's brother).

How about guessing that it was Philander, for whom Lorenzo and Hannah named
their first childe

All guesswork -—- maybe just moonshine. And resting in large part on Aunt Kit's
vivid description of the sort of work che did when helping her father clear a
farm in Ohie. . . But you asked?

Your records of (Gilbert genealogy msy well show that I'm wrong -~ but it hae been
fun to guess. If I really needed *o know -~— and you didn't know who Philander
or Reuben married, I'd search for them in the 1850 Census, Ohio, and see if either
of them had a wife named Catherine.

And it's been good te hear from you again.
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SIENDANTS

Mra. Catherine Glibert, ot Horse Val~‘

-!n;r. can boast of having the largest
-pumber of living. desténdants of any
 woman in the community. The total
wumber is pearly 200, six of whom are
&or children, seventy-six grand-children
and over a hundred great-grandchildren,
¥irs. Gilbert is ninety years old, and en-
joys good health. She was born in Horse
iValley’ and lived -her -whole lifetime
there, omly being out of the valley a
few times. -

¢ Mrs. Giibert was married gquite young,
scarcely seventeen ycars old, and moved
in a house in the upper end of Horse
Walley, known since ag the old Gilbert
place, and belonging to a grasdson -of
bers, where she raised all her children
and lived sixty-five years in syccession.
Mrs. Gilbert has not been out of the val-
ley at all for thirty-three years. She
pever saw a train or railroad, vet she is
well contented, and would not live in
any other place.

Mrs. Gilbert likes to talk about old :

times, and she makes-a pleasant and in-
teresting companion, as she can tell
many little stories of the time when
she was a girl. She says the girls
nowadays don't know - anything about
work. When she was young girls
worked out in the field with the men,
and even made shingles, split rails,
hewed logs and cut weeds. In all
these Mrs. Gilbert participated and
many other kinds, except mowing,
which she could npever learn. When
asked about this summer's heat she
gaid: “Perhaps 1 canpot siand as much
heat as 1 used to, but I -actually be-
lieve this summer to be the hottest in

the last fifty years.” Mrs. Gilbert |

uses no glasses, and she does consider- -

able sewing, and requires no cane to
support her when walking.—Cham-
bersburg People’s Register. .-
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MRS. J. A. MARSHALL -
Route-2, Box 305
Portland, Oregon. 97231
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MRS. J. A, MARSHALL
Route-2, Box 305
Portland, Oregon. 97231
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he died in 1871. He was a soldier of 1812. Reuben Sen. lived with
his son Araunah on the place he bought of Phinehas until his death
July 20th, 1840. Araunah built the present house, and sold in 1855
to Dr. John B. Norton and went to Michigan where he now resides.
Reuben Jr. lived on his place thirty-five years, sold out to H. 8. Tyler
and went to Ohioand to JTowa where he dicd. The children of
Reuben Sen. were Polly, Sally, Betsey, Phinehas, Reuben, Abner W.
and Araunah. Polly died on Ball Hill, 8ally at Pataskala, Ohio, aged
95 years, Betsey at Rushville, Phinehas went to Kentuckyas we have
said, and after a remidence there of fifteen years, went to Ohio and
to Iowa where he died, and Abner died in Richmond. His widow
is living in town. The children of Reaben Jr. were Charlotte, Ly-
dia, Catharine, Philander, Lucinda, Olive, Ann, Reuben, Caroline
and Bally. Catharine went to Ohio, and to Missouri, Philander, Ol-
ive, Lucinda, and Reuben went to Ohio, and Lucinda afterward went
to Jowa. Apn's last husband was the late Thomas Truxton Dyer of
this town. The children of Phinehas were Minerva, Lorenzo, Riley
and Franklin. Minerva went to Ohio, Lorenzo to Oregon, Riley to
Iowa, and Franklin died in Ohjo. Araunsh’s children are Almira
and Alonzo, both of whom are living in Michigan. Reuben Badgero
was born across the line March 2n0d,1810, and Catharine Gilbert Sep-
tember 18 of the same year, making the first ¢ little strangers ” in
that group of settlers. ]

Another house was built by Philander on the east side of the
road south of the buttternut tree. It was taken down and made the
frame of the house on the farm of late Endress Tucker in Canadice.
In 1811 John Alger, Phinehas and Reuben Gilbert erected the saw-
mill there, each owning an equal part therein. It did a good busi-
ness for a long term of years. John Alger was a settler in West
Bloomfleld in 17980, was a soldier of 1812 from that town, and so
badly wounded that he way incapacitated for farm labor. He built
a saw mill on the farm of Lorenzo Ingmham near the head of Cana-
dice lake in the winter of 1809 and '10 and owing to a badly con-
structed floom, it failed to do good work. He sold the premises, re-
served the mill irons &c. and removed them to the mill aforesaid.
He sold his interests in the mill to Reuben Gitbert in 1814. He
died in Bloomfield in 1819.

In 1828 the large, red shop was built, which after a number of
years was taken down and removed to West Hill by Christopher
Osgood, a distillery was erected by Ira Gilbert, a son of Jones, which
ran five or six years, a cider mill put in an appearance, and Francis
Badgero quarried stone and sawed them to any sha[;e required, mak-
ing in fact a very busy place. While Araunah owned the place he
sold a piece of the land to his brother-in-law, the Rev. A. B Green
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who built the honse Josiah Norton now lives 1n. Spaulding‘ 8hep-
ard owned the place for a number of years, and gold to Daniel Nor-
ton, father to the present occupant. While Green lived here he
carried on the business of turning and rake making in the gully oo
the farm. The Gilberts cleared many acres of pine timber, erected
scores of buildings for the country roundsabouts, and for quslity of
work, promptnessand honesty in deal, they left a good name.
Some of the best frames in these parts were put up long years ago
by Araunsh. From the records of Naples, we fiud that Reaben Gil-
bert was Inspector of schools in 1818, and pathmaster aud fence
viewer in 1815, and Phinehas was alzo Inspector of schools in 1814,
and we also copy from the records of the said town that the first
school district organized in the western part of the town was, ¢ Fifth
School District 1n Naples is to takein all the Hemlock settiement,
sc called. May 30th. 1813.
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CLAUDIA Feb 7 1971
I'm making good progress on descendahts of Jesse & Jane,
But I need help on Gilberts. Can you, please?

You sent me copies of Belknap gravestones at Alpine. Helpful. Did you also
copy Gilbert stones?

And Hawleys. 1 need help on them, too. Have finally located a great grahdson
of Keziah and Chatman =-- in Idaho, DBut no response from him, yet.

50 Hawley stones, too, i you have them. [Flease,




Mrs. J. A. Marshall
220 N.W. 242nd Street
Hillsboro, Oregon 97123




CLAUDIA:

I think I told you that Dick Taylor generously sen
me his fat files of data that he has not yet
used in his charts of a family tree,

I find in them three pieces that I think I
ought to pass on to you., So I enclose them.

(A) A shest written by Clark, probably in 1962,
Possibly containg information useful to you.

{B) An unsigned manuscripy in two differing
handwritings =- possbly yours and your sisterts?
Gverytning down to my red line pn page 3 is full
of errors — but material after that line may
contain specific dates of value to you. (Let

me stresse importance oi full datss when obtainable
-~ day, month, yemr-— not jus¥ jear alone,)

(C) Since you collect pictures, a copy of a
cyuple of pages from some magazine -- date
and name unknown to me,

These need not be returned to ms, I made
coples for my files, too.

Carroll
3/18/68
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\L January 27, 1968

Dear Claudia:

Here's some correspondence that may be of intngpat to you, Perhaps you may have
something about these cousins in Washingon. ( ¢V*}*yv\ f%«.ﬂ{)

Note last paragraph -- about "Isaac Newton." I'm still searching for him and Cynthia,
So must mention a possibility in hope you know the answer,

A while ago I got from Yale library a copy of Aunt Kitts piece in Oregon Historical
Review., To my disappointment, it proved tp be based on letters she wrote about 1901
«— relying on a combination of her diary and ger memory. It've seen, thus far,
only excerpts from her diary. Do you know how I can get the whole diary?

In the published pkce, there are some obvious errors =- such as date of arrival
in Oregon of Jesse's brother Jonas. There is also one passage that is both
interesting and puzzling.

Pages 271-2723 "October the 5 18 48, today the way worn travlers arrived at $he
Belknap settlemeny five familyes all connected with the family of Jessey Belknap
e o o then thir was the Newton family., Mrs., Newton and Mrs Jessey Belknap were
sisters.”

I haven't noted any other reference to .this "Newton family" in Aunt Kit's recollections,
and it does not appear on the map (circa 1851l) of the farms in that area. XREXJEEX

And I've not found any record of a Garlinghouse gal marrying a Newbon, though there
were scads of Newtons in Ontario County.

Do you know anything about this "Megs Newton"?

(Jonas N's
Is it possible that she | tap IIIIXI daughter Cynthia, not Jane's sister but Jesse's
sister? Jane's sistar-innlaw, not sister?

Do you know what became of this Newton family, which apparently did not remain
in the Bellknap neighborhood?




DEAR CLAUDIA: Sunday 3/10/68

Today I'm going to try to answer the questions you asked on the sheet showing your

own direct Belkmap lineage. Most of the can be answered briefly. But one of them is
going to let you in for an ungodly long effort to tell you what I know and don't know
about Jessets father — Jonas Newton Belknap, I'll ask, in advance, for your forgiveness
off its wordiness,

I'm attaching your sheet, with red ink notations. (I've made a copy for my file, so

that you can write me about any point that you have reason to question.) The

paragraph designations below =~ A, B, C, et&, -~— are shown in red ink on your sheet,

(Red check-marks on your sheet indicate that my records agree with yours, I*11l be talking
mainly about points of disagreement, and uncertainties,)

(A) It looks as if someone has misled you on dates 01ld Style and New Style, Up to

1752 the English calendar counted March 25 as the beginngng of the new year, So dates
from Jan 1 te March 2, before 1752, are shown both ways, as 1189/90 for the hirth

of Abraham, But dates from March 25 to Dec 31 are the seme year in both 01d Style

New Style. Thatts why I've crossed out the second year dates for Hannah Ayer, Death

(B) Birth date for Mary Dickinson is uncertain, I think 1703 the more likely year,
and so did HWB in his later years., At present, I'm arguing with the Salt Lake people
about this and other similar points. They place too much faith in the early "Wital
Records" in Massachusetts —— which were notoriously erratic up to z¥mmsk 1750 and E
cannot be trusted except when confirmed by other evidence, Often they-differ by a—year
from more reliable records, such as church registers, o o BixxkAgate of her husband
Samuel is now known to have been before 6 Dec 1757.(HWB showed it as®"about 1757"in his
early correspondence; found out better, years later,) FExact date not known, yet,

(C) Name of church is "St, Mery the Great." I have a photo of it and a detailed
deseription dated about 1870. As Itve already told you, Bennet was churchwarden only
one year., Local pronunciation of Sawbridgeworth in his time was sometimes"Sapsegrth®
and sometimes "Sabbisfordl Name of towmawas very ancient 0ld English out of

Anglo Saxon, meaning "Sebrigl!s enclosure" at an early time when almost no English

land was "enclosed" by hedge or fence, Variation "ford" came lgter, from the ford
across the River Stort,

(D) Abraham and Mary had not lived in Sawbridgeworth since at least 1622 - long before
coming to America, Their known residences in England were Netteswell (Netswell) and

North Weald (Northweldj North Weald Basset) in Essex, They apparemly signed up at

Epping, with the Massachusetts Bay Company —- as émgjigrants for Amerfica, (Banks?
Topographical Dictionery, published in the 1930ts --' I forget exact date,) (HWB was
responsible for saying again and again thatthey came from Sawbridgeworth and did not

fE3x learn the truth till just before he died. Mary probably was never at Sawbridgeworth,
as she was not a Sawbridgeworth girl., Where she was born or lived before marriage

has not yet been discovered,)

f® (E) Ebenezer and Hannah had 12 childrem, z#t as you say — but one daughter died at
age 17. The other 11 were long-lived,

(F) Please give me the source of the middle name you show for Mary Gibbs, I have no
record of ite o o This Samuel did fight on Bunker Hill, I have his complete

R ———
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military pay and enlistment record, He did not die on Bunker Hill as the o0ld legend
says =- nor the next day as HWB sometimes wrote, His death occmrred late in 1775,
some time in late QOctober or November or December - exact date not on record ——
merely "reported deceased!" after last dated entry in Defiember, which may well have
been made after his death as it was an authorization for issue of "bounty coat or
equivalent" which could have been taken as authorization of & money pajment to his
heirs. More about him later, when I talk about his son Jonas Newton Belknap,

m
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(G} You ask about "Esther Lincoln® or tEsthee Parker." Instead of merely answering
that it was Esther Parker, I'm going te do much more., I'm going to try = for the
first timegsto tell what I now believe I know of the full story of Jonas Newton
Beliknap = my great-great-grandfather. TIt's only lately that I've brought together
snough real facts to put me in position to tell his story, without making some bad
guesses as I've somstimss done in the past. As you and I seem to be the only persons
who have made definite effort to learn about him, I think yout!ll not mind my being

XX long-winded = for you, like me, are intersested in our people, not merely genealogy.

First, I must clear the way by saying that HWB, to whom all Belknaps owe 80 much, made

a sad mess ef setting down a record of this Jonas. Eventually his file contained two
conflicting cards for Jonas —~ and both of them were full of errors, even to confusing

the military record of Jonas with that of a much earlier Belknap who fought in a different
war, ind from time te time, in ordsr to get help from living Belknaps, HWB wrote
letters offering information that was based on his early research and would be found
erronsous in later years, So he muddied the stream =— and I keep trying to clear it up.

In 1913, for instancs, he wrote a letter to Clark containing ab least six misstataments.
Qne of them was this: "Jesse was the son of Jonas N, and a Lincoln," He might better
have written that the wife of Jonas N, was "said to be & Lincoln," for he had no real
evidence = nothingbut something said by someone who merely repeated a bit of hearsay.

By 1920f when HWE wrote to my fatha.r} a Bellmap relative-by-marriage in Connecticut had
shown ikxm the valid record of marriage to Esther Parker — but today, 55 years after

HWB wrote that letter to Clark, that Lincoln ghost still keeps on hamnting us, One thing
I'm going to try to do is to offer a surmise about that ghost —— but that will come late
in the story.

B—
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(H) I doubt that\Jane's gax Tfather was Elijah Garlinghewse., Seme pages aad papes
of copies of orig records (sales of land, wills, gravestones, ets) sent to me
by my greatesi helper, Gladys Gray, a member of the staff of a church -
in Canandaigua, N, Y., maks it seem much more likaly that-hilx father was either (Janets )
James Garlighouse, jin Lucerne County,Pa. in 1790 (a year or so before Jane was born)y
or Benjamin Garlinghousa, bern 1761, died 1850, age 89, whose wifs was Marcia (last
name unichown} died 18 Nav 1845, wammw aged 77, hence born 1768. Flease tell me the
source of yomr entry of Elijah as her fathers s ¢ The Belknaps and the Garlinghouses
were elosely associated in the years from 1800 te 1320, in Ontario County, N. Y.,
nsar Canandaigua Iake,. Two of Jesse¥s brothers also married Garlinghouse girla.
His brother Jonas (son of Jonas Newiton Belknap) married Mary Garlinghouse - who is
sald to have gone Yo Oregon with Jessets family and to have died at Monroe, Oregen,
in 1867. And Jesse!s older brother Elijah married "Catherine® Garlinghouse according
to HWB =~ but presenteday descendants of this marriage call her "Christian® or
#Christine," Khe three girls are beliwed to be sisters, HWB finally, after doubting
that Elijah Garlinghouse was their father, cams to believe that they were ik probably
daughters of James and Elsanor Garlinghouse. , . I think this parentage is mkkidix
still open to study; so I'}l welcome any aid you can give me, Whatla your source?
s « « The Ontariof County records make it certain that the Garlinghouses came from
New Jersay (‘tria N, E. Pennsylvania), You ask if they were "Dutch", I doubt it, for
all the given names in this numerous family were English == gostly Biblical -~ with
not one instance of a Dutch or German name -- though I toc was told, when a childp that
they were of German or Dutch ancestry.

{I) You ask about last names of wives,... Abraham?s wife, Mary, has been said by
= an extremely unrellable correspondent to have been "Mary Webster." This correspondent,
(v’ Walter Kerr Belknap of Ghestar, Conne, is dead, His widow tells me that all his
T genealogical papers were sent to one of his cousins, whose name I have Just learned.
\ It1l write to that cousin in a day or sojf to see what I can learn about abaub the
' L, | source from which hs got "™Webster",for he named no source when he supplied that name
.*r | %o Charlene Bellmap Taylor and her husband Dick —— who praepared that "family traee™
. chawt, Of course he may have discovered something that no one else has ever been
able to find, the record of Abraham!s marriage = but I*d think that in this case
he would certainly have been sager and prompt to publish his discovery in somse
historical or genealogical journal, and I've not found any record of such publication,
Judging by the visible inaccuracy of what he wrote to the Taylors, I have little
faith in what he wrote sbout Mary!s name., Buit If1l hope to find mcormnoeigickyxe
real evidence that he was right. » ¢ OGrace Adam, Bennetts wife, Qur cousins ia Utah
may have discovered her parentage, I haventt had time, yet, to study what they have
dug upe » » Sarah Jones (wife of our first Samusl) was daughter of Robert and
Elizabeth Jones of Hingham, Mass., according to HWB and other records, I am not
sure of the date of her birth, nor the place (and one wonders how Samuel at Salem met
a girl from the distant (for those ¥imes) south shore of Massachusetts BaY)e o o o
Hannah Ayer (wife of Ebenezer) was daughter of Nathaniel Ayer and Tamesin Turloar (which
may be a misspelt version of "Thurlow,."' PFlace of her birth uncertain, as yet. Her sister
Elizabeth married Ebenezerts brother Abraham, , . Mary Dickknson, wife of our-2ad____ o
Samuel, was daughter of James Dickinson and his wife Mary Wood, Rowlsy, Mass. Note o
spelling = Dickinson, not Dickenson, After marriage to Samuel, shé and Samuel and her ‘\.:F
htother James Dickinson the 2nd and his wife moved %o north cenfral Connecticut where
they had adjoining farms and big families, ¢ « The name of Hichard Beltoft's wife: Itve
already written to you that her name is not really known and that there is no proof Fhat
her first bame was Elizabeth, though HWB said (in a letter to the editor of The Register)
that "Mr, Bernau tho ught she was the Elizabeth who died in 1589," The editor did net

agree and neither do I.
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When T began writing this letter, I planned to end with an effort to tell the full
story of what I know (now) about my greategreat-grandfather Jonas Newton Belknap
m for I have finally accumulated enough factual data to enable me te ses that

in everything that has been sald or written about him by myself and other peeple
there have been a lot of errors, T have often reproached HWB for his mistakes;
but on the story of Jonas I!ve been just as guilty, and I wani te remedy my past
reliance on legsnd and gossip and hearsay, However, when I came to start writibg
the true factual story I found that it was demanding more time than I can spare at
this mgoment, So it will have to be set aside for a while, TI!ll mend 1t to you
when I completie it,

Another thing T intend to write as soon as I can find time for it is the true story
of Abraham — why he was landleses,though an eldest son who should have inherited
land ==~ why he came to Massachusetts = and se on, The bare facts are all on
record, but their meaning has never been put down on paper, I need to tell that
stery te every living Belknap whom I can reach, for all of us need te know it.

Meanwhile, my thanks for all the help you are giving to me,
Carroll

3/10/68
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Oct 22 1969

Dear Claudia

Hexre is the chapter about the Gillberts, from the Walbridge book. If you want
wore ocoples of 1t, I can run them off on my copying machine. .. I hopes it will
be helpful -~ though, alas, it lacks dates of birth, marriage, death,

I think that,at the rlsk of saying what you alrasdy may know, I ought to add
a few explanatory notes.

(1) In the early 1800's, Ontario County was all of westerm New York. The area
where our ancestors lived was what 18 now the present Ontario County and the
sastern part of what is now Livingaton County.

(2) When Mr Waite writes the word "now,” he means soms time about 1880 to 1885,

As to his aocuracy, the present Historian of Livingston County has a very favorable
opinion., My own judgment is that this is the first local history of that area
that seems to me to bes free from obviocus srrors and carelsss hearsay, I've

long distrusted all the others, which are much better known,

{3) Waite, taking his facts from contemporary rec rds, falthfully followed the
original spelling that he found. Hence, "Phinehas" -~ and perhaps "Jones®

which may have been "Jonas" for all I lmow -- in the handwriting of that tdme, I often
find great difficulty in distinguishing an "a® from an "e."

(L) On page 10, you'll note the mentions of Kentucky and Ohio -- suggesting that
the Ontario County Belknaps and some of the Ontario County Gilberts moved on
together. MNote especlally,the mention of Patyskala, Ohlic, where Sally —- daughter
of Reuben Sr-died at age 85. Jesuve's urother Orin died in that towm in 1873.

In the 1030'%, all of the then-living children of Jonas Newton Belinap except
Susannah were on record as belng in that part of Ohio -~ Lloking Cownty,

g

It was sweet of you to send me stamps. But plsaes don't. If I let you do that,
I'd ¥ lose somsthing I cherish = my freedom to send you what I want bo send, when
I want to,

P51 About the middle of the first page of the ohapter, I see something that may
confuse you: "the town of Middletown, now Springwater.” In an earlier memo I

told you that Middletown was the originel name of Naplss. Bothd of these statemnts
&1e corrsot, Middletown was an ares #noluding the areas that ssparated into
the Town of Naples and the Town of Springwater in 1816, There were many name changes,
such as Pittstown, Richmond, Honeoye =- all meaning the same place, depending on

what year is being discussed.
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Oot. 1, 1968

DEAR CLAUDIA:

Forgive delay. Peg ahd I have besh away = among other things, attending the
mmmmufwhrmm—mmnqmmmmdmhlm

famt.mmtmmjmﬁmhmgmdn-wmmmar
Mmmmmfumﬂnsmunmﬂouhpnummdumtduﬂ.

This has given me a means of meeting your desire for photos. Being son-in-law
of Adda GQeorge (Peg's mother), I was considered EMEZNNSNEX worth photographing,
“hpthrﬂthhlmdunhudrmﬂhmdm-. The youngest — Anne's
dmdahrﬂ:lll.‘l.ln.E—Iuthnﬂn,butiubudltth-tiumpiuturnnn

Alas, the newspaper photo shows me as I am at 76, And, unhappily, Peg and Anne
ASSUTe X8 1L's a fine ploture of me, though “horrible" of them, I reply that
it's a fins picture of them, but highly unworthy of me.

S0 that you'll have a picture of young Gillian ny grandaughter, I'm also enclosing
& oopy of a little folder that Peg sent to friends of her mother — Peg calls
it "The Four Generations.” .

Then I'm going & step farther, in =y belief that we ought to have piotures of
people in their youth, no$ just in their old age.... So I've exhumed a photo of
me at age 2ih, NEEEX How we changel

L
Now for your letter of Sept. 18.

Igeﬁnnplr!‘mh.Gﬂkﬂns.ﬂ!uhndhminh-pim.sh-w-um:l.nrwﬁu
onrirﬁngmdcxpmdingmmofumordsnhutmﬂﬁngonth-mhnutmthu
(Jonas K.'s daughter) to Isaac Newton. 9o I wrote to her again, restating my questions
with much fuller detatl. That was a week or two ago. No additional reply yet.

Itwhlthntthlmlm.hrnth:rurmhrrmwhum-:thoromeul,
Oguld have been the hushand of Tamar Vinton. He's the only Asa Newbon in my files,
hhlnlhluth-dlhuf!_r*l-rriqo,Iinummmmhub];hilmmd
wife — a guses slightly supported by the fact that Tamar was then 23 =— an old maid
by the standards of that day. I've asked Mrs. Oalkins about this. . . . And it is
possible, as Olinton points out, that the Issac Newton who married Cynthia might
have besn son of Tamar and her first husband Asa Newton,

rnwhtt-r,nunidmﬂ.lhudt-n.Mkinlhadnmdthoaourcoofmof

gave 1o you.... In her letter to ms, she named Mrs, Don FPersen
(which might mean Pearson?) of St Petersburg, Florida, as sowe of informstion about
m#mmﬂdsmmm“smdhu-otthcirohndrm
(date of marrdage 1716, she says; I've not checked it against my records). «  Possibly
» Person (Pearson?) in 5t Pete phone bppk at the Fortland Library. (Her
spelling of names is wildly erratic,) or mode
lu-h;lndlmptﬂn:rudrﬂr:mthﬁnm-—muuymﬂnh. Baok by
Decesmber 1. Hope tp find a mass of stuff from you, kimitt then.
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CLAUDIA:

Itte good to hear Ifrom you again, Hope you've been having a plsasant Suzmer
== Dotter than ours. I'1l try to dig up a mapshot for you.

Wish you'd read the two memos I'm enclosirg ~- result of rpnths of work with
aid of Clinton Belknap, Iincoln, Heb., on Jonas Newton B and his children.

AN -= gamo to Jane Belinapy Des Mpines, concerning her effort to prove that her
husbend was desoendant of Jonas Nis son Elisha.

"B* =~ memo to Clinton Belimap (great grandscn of Jesse's brother Elijsh), about
the problem of Esther's death date — and "Fanny and Disntha,®

I'll be grateful for any additions or corrscbions you can make.

Garroll
July 26, 1968

Qi
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CLAUDIA:
Speaking of "family resemblances? w—

I wonder if yautll see what I thought of the moment I looked a% the phote of Jesse =

a strong likeness to & picture of the only American Belknap famous enough te be in

all encyclopedias; the Rev, Jeremy Belimap, DD. (D.D. because in a time when

ministers were "raised up® from their congregatbns a pastor who was a Doctor of Divinity
was g great rarity, Famous because he was not only a neted preacher but alse & fine
historisn, whose books are good reading even today.)

Herels a bad capy of an old picture of that Jerem¥. My copying machine doesnt't éo too
well with half-tones, But place it beside the photo of Jesse and imagine Jeremy
turned fulle~face like Jesse. And then think of the very distant blood relationship --
for Jeremy was descended from Josepl, not from Samuel.

Well, anyway, maybe youtll be amused by the Reve Jeremy!s record ef his marriage
and honcymoon ~- from his diary:

1767, June 12th, Set out for Boston, Lodged North Hill,

13the Travelled to Ipswich, Met Governor Winthrop on
the road. He entered Portsmouth this daya

lhithe Preached at Ipswich,

15th, Reached Boatom; evening, married,

(My underline. CYB)  18the Set out on our return, rdéde through the rain, and

ledged  at Hampton, lMr, Thayertse

19th, Got home to Dover in the evening safe and well,

Carrsll

L4/1/68
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CLAUDIA: - ;“’L

You have been promoted. You're no longer a mere angel, You now rank as a saint.
I'm so deeply grateful for all those photos.. . For years, Ive besn telling wy

own family that it wae not merely a Bslknap family that treked from Iows to Oregon =-
but, rather, a tribe. And Jesse's photo is certalnly that of a great tribal
patriarch, Now I can prove what I've said about him,

I'm enolosing a copy of an obituary notice of Jesse —~- from a Seattle newspeper, it
is sald — ocopied from a olipping found in the sffects of Franklin Belimap of
Chicago Lawn, Illinois, by Commander Charles Belknap, U. S. N. Fossibly you may
not have seen it, Anyway, ocan you identify the "P, M., Starr? who wrote ity

I'm also enclesing what I think ia the most beautiful pioture Itve ever sesn of

the Wiliawstte Valley. It was published on the cover of the recent annual report
of Amsrics Can Co. and I got more copiea to use in showing my children and
grandshildren the dream that tod Jesse from New York to Kentucky to Ohlo to Iowa

to Oregon -~ for, according to information in the body of that annual report,ths
scene shown in the pioture is just L miles from where Belknap Settlement was founded
by Jessé's tribs, That's why I found it rather precious.

As to the photo of your grandfather, Jesse Belknap Gilbert, I assure you that itts

no such thing. It's a photo of E. Clinton Belknap of Lincoln, Nebraska = a descendant
of Jesss's brother Elifah. It is also a photo of Christopher Irving Belknap, who

now lives in Southern California -- mo distantly related to us, because he belongs

to the Jossph side of the familye, « « I hope you dontt get bored with sndless tales
of family resemblances., I tell them by the hour =- and wonder "why do they ccour?®

I aleo anm enclosing a couple of pages copied or summarized from Aunt Kit's diary =

by a professicnal genealogist whose work I deeply distrust. I dug them out in searching
for information for a descendant of another brothesr of Jessets — Jonas, who married

Mary Garlinghouss - in an effort to correct misinformation supplied to HWB long ago

by Clarik or by Franklin Belimap. « « And I have a question I hops you can answer, Can
you identify the young "Mary Bellmap" mentioned by Aunt Kit? I can't, This girl is

also mentioned in the summary you sent ms, which I returned to you ~- mx under

"Nove 1849y in 1ist of members of the first church,

Incidentally, if you have sny information about descendants of Jonas B and Mary
Garlinghouse YENEXZ I'1l be grateful. I have the names of their children and spouses
-~ 1little mors. Amt Kit said they settled at Bellmap Springs in 1853.

I have postponed completing my sitetch of the 1life of Jonas Newton Belknap because
I suddenly Legan getting a lot of new data on him, from descendants of his son Elijsh.
Some of this now data may be questionable. I must verify it before using it, But
there is cne point that may interest you., Jonas EEEEIDUAXENENKXNR Newbon Ballmap's
daughter Cynthia is said to have marrisd an Isaac Newtén -- and an Isaac Newton,
presumably same man, became ERNINIEXEE of the estate left by Jonas Newton B.s. Any link
to the Newtons who went on to Oregon and were with Jesse and Jane? Jn Kentidokye |
2 = e
‘adwinistrator
e M T
In an sarlier memo I sald that I didn't think Samusl, father of Jonas Newton B., died
the day after Bunker Hill, New information makes me suspend judgment on my interprstation
of Samuel's military record. Forget what I said.



=

I've just done something I meant to do much sooner. In your letter of March 6, you
asked how far I wished you to go, on Jesse's descendants, I meant to reply, but
forgote... I need, of course, everything right down to the present moment on

direct descent through males — that is, people named Bellmap. On the marriages

of daughters, all I can use is name of spouse, date of marrisge, and names emdabirthdates
of children plus names of spouses of children. I have to restrioct myself this way
in order to avpld too muck bulk to be published, In this respect, I mast stick to

the pattern set by HWH,

I'm interested in what you say about your other gemealogical research. Maybe I can
help you. I'm a member of the New England Historic Genealogical Society, Boston,
with the privilege of borrowing books from its great library of genealogies, ete,

J:nBultm,mllnmnutﬂe:utamhhmhlndumlﬂmm,nmtm

mhnumtm'dlihutnlmklttnrm—urlmdtumﬁmﬂlh-
for the loan from the library is for a whole menth.

Haven't had time, yet, to go read the whole of Aunt Kit's diary —— but I must,

Carrell
L,/1/68
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CLAUDIA:

Attached are last two pages of pedigree far
Fern Martin, Perris, California -~ descendant
of Jesse's twin sister, Susannah ~- finally
traced after years of effort.

of possible interest %o you, as I seem %o
recall Chatfields at or near Monros around
1850 == and there is evidence that Susanngh
and her husband David Chatfield may have been
with Jesse in Ohlo.

The list of the children of Jonas Nawbton
Bclk:npltllshwihat I now think I know
about their marriages.

1 have lots of material abokd Elijah's
descendants,

Bave found a descendant of Jonas Newton B's
son Jonas, who married Mary Garlinghbuse —
and shall write to her for full information.

Mo information, yet, on Cynthia's record -

and only a small bit of debatable data on
the daughter Esthar.

Carroll
3/22/68




CLAUDIAs

A Bellmap in Califormia has sent me some very
helpful information that cams fromi

Mra, G, M. B.lmp
Routs 1, Box 157
Jafferson, OREGON 97352

Woudkd this be the wife (Violet Finlay) of
GMlbert Minox Belknap, grandson of Ransem Amos
and ceusin of Clark? (Third page of Lovina's
sheots}

"An elderly weman in poor health; and her husband
has been quite 1ll - in and out of the hospital.”

Carredl
3/29/68

I'm going to write to her, asking for a bit of furthe
information that maybe she can supply.



CLAUDIA:

As your one-page condensation ef pa-t of th, pension papers of Jonas Rerton
Brlknap has been widely ciroulsted (often with alterations that would make you
shudde.’}), you'll be interssted in s note recelved from Clintm Belkaap, a descendant
of Jedse's brother Elijah , who knows of my continuing effert to identify the
person named a3 wife of Jonas in his applicatich dated 11 December 1820.

Clinton points out that the name showm is written "Tanney" — net "Fanney" - and
that the "T" is ldentical with othar capital T*s in that dooummnt,

From this plain factd, he goos on to surmise that the "nn" iz an error made by
the clerk who wrote the original application fr-m Jliatgtion by Jonas — and

that the olerk mistook the sound of ENX "m" for the sound of ™n" =~ and that the
name spoken by Jonas was "Tamy" or "Taamy* -- which, 1f so, would tend to support
the contention by one gensalogist that the Kentucky wife of Jonas was the Tamar
Vinton who narried Asa Newton in Massachusetts in 1787 and whosse seoond husband
is named as & Jonas Belknap (not further identifisd) in the published gensalogy
of the Vinton family.

I'll be grateful for yowr comments -- and for those of Clark, to whom I'm
sanding a copy of this note.

Do you imow of any hint of a mention of Tamar (Vinton) lMewton in any records
that you huve seen?

§/nl/ Lo

PeS. == I'm trying te trace Tamar Vinten by contacting pressnt-day Hewtons

who are now working on Hewton genealogy beyond the old published book. I've

located ons, but have.'t too much hope of har cooperation. A8 & Newton
dezcendant, do you know anyone to whom I should woite?
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