April & 1973

Mr Roy ¥ Sherman
840 Warren Way
Palo 4lto
California 94303

Dear Mr Shermani

Thank you for telling me about the statement that Eunioce Belknap was widow of
Elijah Sherman when she married Jeremish Sherman. It seems to be a plausible
explanation of the apparent error in Brimfield VR, ifI oan verify the acouraocy of
the entry in F.D.S.

But I must admit ignorance. Will you plsase give me the full wording for
the initials "F.D.5"! It's spmething I've not yet encountered. I must got
a copy of it, to see Af it contains a clue to the sourcs of the entry.

I can't give you any worthwhile inforflation about the Elizabeth who married
Eunice's father John Belknap. The records of Holland, then a parish of South
Brimfield, are sketohy, and do not give her surname in any form. Brimfield VR,
which contain some data for Holland, show her two copies. One copy, oalled
the "town oopy,™ showx her as "Elisabeth \IBalll -« which notlody believes., The
other copy is mutilated and what it shows is pMinted in Brimfield VR as "Elisabeth
W (tern)". Morris Belknap, who examined that record about 1910 -= when it

was &n slightly better condition -- thought it might look something like Wills or
Willis or Wallis, but distrusted his guesses. Since then, all efforts to find
a prior record of an Eligsabeth of the right age in Holland or Briamfield with

& surname beginning with W, who might be the one who married John, have failed.
Those who have worked on the problem recently, inoluwding me, have agreed to

use only her first name, with no guess at the surname.

Cordillly.
C. Y. Belknap!
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awe 115 (48,15,4,1) vources same as for his father, plus Westboro VR,amorwkii
intestst record for JB, and will of David Brock

Ji3n BELKNAP f\Sﬁ-) & ELIZABETH (HaLL?) (Wee=w==?) (NOTE 2)
son of Joseph belknap d probably between 1790 and 1800, .

& fFrudence Mortis

b 21 sSept 1725, Woudstock, Conn,

a lele, before 13 Feb, Hodlanc, Mass. (NOTE 1)

m 24 april 1747

lived at Holland, then at Wales, Mass, Like his father, served in French & Indian War,
1755: Capt Merrick's Co., and in Rev War: Capt Davidson's Co., to Cambridge Aprii 19 1775,
in siege of Boston till evacuation by British. Served till 1780, aged 55. Inventory of
possessions after death indicates he may have been a carpenter, In 1800, after his wife
anu cled and his sons had lel't, was probably living with his brother William, then a
selectman of town ol Hullanu, At time of death, was pruvably living in home of his

dau, hler kunice and her hasbang Jeremiah sherman in Holland,.

ChloateNt  (NUTE 3)

L *John Jr o 6 April 1748, kolland, Mass. d in Oneiua Co., NY, probably in 18306
m Lavina Brock, widow Hinds (NOTE &)
11 *kunice b 6 April 1753, Holland o wwsee m (1) klijah Lumbard, (2) Jeremian
Sherman, 28 Nov 1782, Brimfield, Mass. (NOTE 5)

ili Joseph b 12 Oot 1755, tnolland. {(NOTE &)

iv *Thomas b & Sept 1758, hollands de=we~= mn Chloe Lumbard 26 Aug 1790

v *mlizabeth (Betsey) b Wales 31 Aug 1760, gwwee m Daniel Burnett Jr 1@ .Feb 1791

vi *Avigail b wales 27 Sept l76l. < 23 April 1827 m William Janes (NOTE 7)

vii rli b Wales 12 bLec 1762, Llied young.

viii Frudence b Wales, date not known. Known only from list of John's ohildren in
record of administration of nis estate.

ix *zlijah b Wales 17 Dec i/7VUs de=e= m Thankful Lake 28 Aug 1794, apparently at

Holland or bBrimfield, as Brimfield Vk says “buth of Holland".

NOle 1: 13 Feb 1B12 13 date of intestate probate of his estate,

NOTE 2: Town copy of Briamfield VR shows her last name as Ball, Another oopy shows it
as We--- with notation "torn." At a time when this second copy may have been in
better condition,Widliam Belknap of Louisville thought it might have read "Wallis."
What seems most likely is that she was a widow Ball whose maiden name begen with W,
or vice versa., No confirming record has been found.

NOT: 3: This list of children differs from all other lists now current, which

contain names of some of the cnildren of John's son, John Jr, It derives directly
fruw the list of Junn's children pamed as his heirs in the record of the administration
of Lis Antestate estate,

to.e 4: Much ol the widespreaa coniusion about John's children, in past and present
lists, has been a mistaken belief that the John Belknap recorded as marrying a "Lovina"

was matdoeul this John(SyjBut this John married only once. The "Lovina" who
Was arrong assumed t0 be nis second wife was Lavina Brock, daughter of David Brock,

anao widow Hinds, who married John Jr., The result of this assumption was a typical
instance of a "lost generativon.”

¥Jl2 5: Brimfield Vi shows marriage to Sherman as "kunice Lumbard," her nane as
wicow. List of John's chilaren in administration of his estate shows Eunice Belknap
as wile of Jeremish Sherman wio was the administrator appointed by the court.

NQle 1 bome prusenteday complillatlons show this Joseph as marrylng ksther Snow,
dauy hter ol Jabez onow and Keziali Newton, Buther's husband was the Josaph who

war son ul John Helkpap and huuh bare ol Woslboru, Mavs. Rjo pecord beyond date ol




REVISIONS FOR BRUCE BELKNAP JR July 22 1971

LINE OF DESCENT, pe 1 \f\_& uj\JJLf—x <

5 John Baelknap & Eligabeth (last name unoertain; shown as
corn 21 Sept 1725, Woodstpok, Cemn. "Ball" in one Brimfield vital record and
Marrisd 24 April 1747, lriafield, as "W-torn" in another cepy, the "torn"
Mass, Lived at Holland,,Mass. Died being a deacription of the defacement of
at Holland, in early 1812 (before the entry; said to have leoked somethiny
13 February). like "Wallis" by one investigator who

sxamined the recoerd about 1870). Probably
died between 1790 and 1800, at Holland.

LETTER DATED June 15 1973 aWeloh—

5, John == first ochild of Joseph and Prudence, Lived at Holland t4id-him-—death—in
sapky-ifit@, Like his father, served in the Fremech & Inaian War in 1755. Also served
in Revolutionary War in 1755-77, as did his son John Jr. Was in treops besieging
Boston, till evacuation by British, Inventoery of his possesions, after death,
{indicates that he may have been a carpsnter by trade, In 1800, after his wife had
died and all his sons had left Helland, he apparently was living .with his younger
brother Willam, then a seleatman of the towm. At time of his death, was probably
living in home of him oldest daughter Eunise and her husband Jeremiah Sherman, whe

was adminiatrator of his estate. “al M\,m\S—'

6, Thomas == This son of John married a Brimfield girl, Chloe Lumbard (some of that
family spelled it Lombard) and moved to the Berkshire Mountaina in NW Magsmachusetiis,
His youngest brothar Elijah settled in a nearby town in the same area, Peru. Another
brother, John Jr, went to Oneida County, N. Y, and two of his sons evemtually settlec
in western N. Y., near Buffalo. Occupation of Thomas ia not known.




HWB 115 | (48, 15, 4, 1) Sources same as for his father,flus will of Dayd Brock

JOHN B & ELIZABETH (Ball?) (Wew-=1)
Son of Jopgeph Belknap &
Prudence ris (See note record for Joseph Belknap
b 21 Sept Y725, Woodstoeck, Gonn, and Prudencwe Morris,)
d 1812, beflore 13 Feb,, Holland,Mass. ' -
m 24 April \747 (nave Yy TR 2-)
‘70i-IILDR.EN:
i *Joh%:b April 1748, Holland, Mass. obably beteen 1803 and 181l.
n Ravina Brock, widow Hinds. (qm \L)
ii *Bunice b\é April 1753, Holland mr?aramiah Sherman 28 Nov 1782, in Brimfield Mass.
(NOTE Apr—5~ QR TP S b

+
1ii / Joseph, b\l2 ﬁ 1755, RMHMMMMNMNERY. Holland (mm:u

iv  * Thomas b § Sept 1758, Holland. d ===~ m Chloe Lumbard 26 Aug 1790,

v * Elizabeth | Betsey) b Wales, Mass. 31 Aug 1760, m Daniel Burnett Jr 10 Feb 1791,
vi * Abigail b Weles 27 Sept 1761 d 28 April 1827 m William Janes (NOTE
vii Eli, b Waled 12 Dec 1762. Died young. —’

viii Prudence, b¢\Wales, date not known, Known only from list of children of
John, in adm istration of his estate.
s Fubon A, o1 TR
ix * Elijah Lb Wales l? ec 1770. E d Im Thankful Lake 28 Aug 1794, 'I,'bot.h of
Hnlla.nd"}
NOTEq:: Much of the cdnfusion on this family has come from thinking that Lavina Brock
(variously Levina, etc) was second wife of John the father of the man she married.
Will of her father makgs the truth plain. The John who married Elizabeth did not
marry again -- and did pot have the children erronecusly attributed to him but
actually children of hi§ son Jo Lavina Brock. (i, above)
' _NDTE? Brimfield VR shqw Jeremiah marrying Eunice Lumbard ---amebwkous-

records orl intestate proceedings of John Belknap name this man as

husband of Johh!s daughter Eunice Belknap. There was no Eunice Lumbard of right age

for marriage with Jeremial. Dew 1, &.;Q_ w + &.ﬂi‘k -‘F-dwgwrm, Mo,

NOTE‘&: Some amateurs shoW this Joseph as marrylng Esther Snow, daughter of
Jabez Snow and Kezigh Newtdn. Esther's husband was a Joseph from a different branch
of the Belknaps, g lNo recorf for the Joseph at Helland has been found beyond his birth,

HDT&? Somearecords shgw Hpisband's name as JaMes. Correct spelling is Jalles =- one
of a very large Brimfield fa#ily. . . Some records show Abigail as marrying (2) Daniel
Thompson, which is not corredt. She lived with husband William Janes all her life
and he was buried beside her. ¥EI AT L) A X This error
probably results from a mistafte” in Brimfield VR: antr:,r of-an undated marriage, in a
church recoﬂd only, of "Abigail Belknap and Daniel Thompson,", which is plainly srror
for the marriage of;Hannah {(dayghter of Joseph and Prudence) Belknap and Daniel ™
Thompson. There was no other Haniel Thompson on record in that area in that peried.

— » M b Sl 20 : £ 4
served in French and Indian| War 1756, Wmmpany -- znd in Rev War
Capt Davidson's aanpany tﬁ Eamb dge 19 April I775; served tiIT-3g8Q0(aged 55). ’
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HWB 115 44 (115, 48,15, 4, 1)

BUNIUE BELKNAP & JEREMIAH SHERMAN
Daughter of John Belknap Son of Beriah and Mary Sherman, Brimfield, Mass.
& Eligabeth (Balll) (Wew==1) b 12 June 1751

d

b 6 April 1753, Holland, Mass
d
= 28 Nov 17682, Brimfield, Masa.
Jeremiah was appointed admihistrator of estate of Kunice's father, 13 Feb 1812,
Gourt records show him as husband of Punioe. (Brimfield VR in error by showing him
marrying a Bunice Lumbard, )ANAXERITIEISKY
CHILDREN (SHRRMAN)
i Polly b & Sept 1783 = Amasa Webber 7 4pril 1796

: d 16 May 1811, Brimfield ("w of Danlel Burt Jr")
AL Elisabeth (Elisa)} b 12 June 1?%3}! int. 20 Oot 1805 with"Daniel Burt of Brimfield?
141  Prudence (Pruda) b 28 Nov 1789 a 6 april 1813 Julius Burt of Brimfield
iv Banioe b 8 Bept 1783 = int. 18 Aug 1811 with Issac Chureh “beth of Holland"

v Nemoy b 15July 1795 d 26 Jan 1852 m «=eww= Fletcher (Zebina?)



HWB 115 (48,15,4,1) sources same as for his father, plus Westboro Vh,anz will
p irtestt record for JB, ane will of David Erock

Jaiy BELKNAP ( S ) & ELIZABETH (BALLY) (We-o==1)  (NOTE 2)
Son; of Joseph Belknap d probably petween 1790 ana 1800,

& Frudence Morris

R 21 Sept 1725, Woodstock, Conn.

d 1812, before 13 Feb, Holland, Mass. (NOTE 1)

m 24 April L747

Lived at Holland, then at Wales, Mass, Like his father, served in French & Indian War,
1755: Capt Merrick's Co,% and in Rev War: Capt Davidson's Co., to Cambridge April 19 1775,
in siege of Boston till evacuation by British. Served till 1780, aged 55, Inventory ot
possessiona after death indicates he may have been a carpenter. In 1800, after nis wife
and died and his sons had left, was probably living with his brother William, then a
selectman of town of Holland., At time of death, was probably living in home of his
daughter Eunice and her husband Jeremiah Sherman in Holland.

CHILDREN: (NOTE 3)

i *John Jr b 6 April 1748, Holland, Mass. d in Oneida Co., NY, probably in 1506
m Lavina Brock, widow Hinds (NOTE 4}
i1 *Eunice b 6 April 1753, Holland d ===== m (1) klijah Lumbard, (2) Jeremiah
Sherman, 28 Nov 1782, Brimfield, Mass. (NOTE 5)
iil Joseph b 12 Oot 1755, Holland. (NOTE 6)
iv *Thomas b 6 Sept 1758, Hollands dee--=- m Chloe iumbard 26 Aug 1790
v *Elizabeth (Betsey) b Wales 31 Aug 1760, d--e- m laniel Burnett Jr 10 Feb L7yl
vi *Abigail b Wales 27 Sept 1761. d 28 April 1827 m william Janes (NOTE 7)
vili Eli b Wales 12 Dec 1762. Died young.
viil Prudence b Wales, date not known. Known only from list of John's children in
record of administration of his estata,
ix *Elijah b Wales 17 Dec 1770, d==-= m Thankful Lake 28 dug 1794, apparently at
Holland or Brimfield, as Brimfield VR says "both of Holland".

NOTE 1: 13 Feb 1812 is dawe of intestate probate of his estata.

NOTE 2: Town copy of Briamfield VR shows her last name as Sall, Another copy shows it
as W---- with notation "torn." At a time when this second copy may have been in
better condition,William Belknap of Louisville thought it might have read "Walliis."
wWhat seems most likely is that she was a widow Ball whosc maiden name began with W,
or vice versa. No confirming record has been found.

NOTE 3: This list of children differs from all other lists now current, which

contain names of some of the children of John's son, John Jr, It derives directly
from the list of John's children named as his heirs in the record of the administration
of his intestate estate.

NOTE &4: Much of the widespread confusion about John's children, in past and present
lists, has been a mistaken pelief that the John Belknap recorded as marrying a "Lovina”
vas CENNERSEESNmEl this Johnfs But this John married only once., The "Lovina" who

was errongously assumed to be his second wife was Lavina Brock, daughter of David 3rock,
and widow Hinds, who married John Jr, The result of tnis assumption was a typical
instance of a "lost generation.”

NOTE 5: Brimfield VR shows marriage to Sherman as "Eunice Lumbard," her name as
widow., List of John's children in administration of his estate shows Eunice Balknap
as wife of Jeremish Sherman who was the administrator appointed by the court,

NOTE 6: Some present-day compilations show this Joseph as marrying Esther Snow,
daughter of Jabez Snow and Keziah Newton. [Esther's husband was the Joseph who

was son of John Belknap and Ruth Farr of Westboro, Mass. No record beyond date of
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i rrudence Morris
o 21 wept 1725, Woodstock, Conn.
a lol2, before 13 Feb, i{ollana, dass. (NOTE 1)
m 2% april 1747
Livel at Holland, then at Wales, Mass, Lixke his la . Al BT - T
L745: Capt Merrick's Co.% ana in rev wari Capt Lav) ire L'
in »iege of Boston till svacuntion Ly Hritishs unrve i . Ape . 37"
possessiuns after death indicales ne miy have bean Ly, L LU, 1l
and died and his sons had left, wae provably living w: s brother Willlan,
selectman of town of Hollana, At time of gaeath, was provaply living 1in home

~u-hter sunice and her huscand Jeremian “herman in noslande
CHloonwNi  (NOTE 3)

i *John Jr b 6 April 1748, holland, Mass. d in Onedi.a v0es NY, probanly 1=
m Lavina Brock, widow Hinds (NOTE L)
11 *sunice b 6 April 1753, holland d ===-= 0 (1) iiigah lumparo, 127 wvercri
Sherman, 20 Nov 1762, Hrimfield, Mass. (nvuie 5)
ii1 Joseph b 12 Ogt 1755, Holland. (NOTE &)
v *ihomas b 6 Sept 1758, hHollands d=====- m Cnloe Lumbarg 26 Aug 1790
v *siizabeth (Hetsey) v Wales 41 Aup L7600, U~=w- m uaniel Aurnett Jr 10 Feb
vi *hoigail b Wales 27 septl 1901, d 20 April 1827 m wiliiam Janes (KdTe 7)
vii bli b wWales 12 Lec 1762. Liecd young.
viii Frudence b Wales, date nut known. known only from list of Jobn's chiluren .o
record of administration ol nis estate.
ix *rlijah b Wales 17 Dec 1770, d==-- m Thankful .ake 28 Aug 1794, apparent.; at
Holland or Brimf{ield, as Brimfield VK says "ooth of Holland".

NOTe 1: 13 Feb 16812 is date of intestate probate of his estate.

NUTE 2: Town copy of Brimfieiu VR shous her last name as tall. Another coupy shaw. .t
as We=-= With notation "tern." it a time when this secona copy may have ceeb io
hetter condition,william Belsnap ol Louisville thougnt it might have reaa “Walails.
what seems most likely is thal sne Was 4 widow Ball whose maicen name began Witr 4y
or vice versa, No confirming; rocord has Deen lfound.

NOTe 3t This list of children aiffers from all other tiusts now current, which
contain names of some of the chbildren of John's son, wvviin Jr. It derives ui.- 'te
from the list of Jonn's children named as his heirs in the recorad of the aaminic i

of nis intestate estate.

NOTe 4: Much of tne widespread confusion about Jopn's children, in past ana present
lists, has been a mistaken beliel that the Jonn Belknap recorded as marrying - " Lawing
was CHREmeed this Johnjis Hut this John marriec oniy once. The "Lovira"
was erronsously assumed 10 be nis second wife was Lavina zrock, daughter ol
and widow Hinds, who married John Jr. The result of tris assumption was a «
instance of a "lost generation.”

NOTE 5: Brimfield Vi shows marriage to Sherman as "Kunice Lumbard," her name &
Widow. List of John'a chilaren in administration ol hiu estate shows punles elknagp
as wife of Jeremish sherman who was the administrator appointed by the court.

NOTz 63 Some present-day compilations show this Josepn as marrying ssther Lno«,
daughter of Jabez Snow and Kezianh Newton. Esther's nuscana was the Joseph wr.

was son of John Belknap ang nutin rarr of Westooro, Mass. Ne record beyona aate
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Lovering,; Hist Holland
1_].5 v {ﬂﬁ, 15. JI"l'l l)

(DAVID?)
ELIZABETH BELKNAP & D&HIELABURHETT JR
Dau #f John Belkna
& Elizabeth (aau?ﬁ (W 3 ) (Lovering: Daniel on p 262; David on p 277)

b Wﬂ-ﬁs. Mass,. 31 ang 1?60
d
m 16 Feb 1791 ("both of Holland")

1 Erasmes b 13 Sept 1791



