HYRUM EARL BELNAP, MD.

(A short life and death account by Jewel Belnap Furniss, a sister, written February 1992.)

H. Earl Belnap was the child of Hyrum Belnap and Anna C. Bluth.  He was born July 18, 1890, at Hooper, Utah, in his grandparents' home.  Grandmother Adaline Knight Belnap was designated by Brigham Young to be a midwife, so that is why Father took Mother to Hooper for the birth of the baby.  Also born in Hooper was Arias Guy Belnap, September 6, 1893.  Volney Bryan Belnap was born in Ogden attended by a physician, September 9, 1895.

Earl's father Hyrum bought land in Ogden on 21st Street between Jackson and Quincy and moved the family to a permanent home at 918-21st Street.  The family moved into this home when Volney was seven months old.  At this home four more children were born.  Their names are: Jewel, September 10, 1905, Della Augusta, September 11, 1907, Gladys, January 19, 1912, and Byron Knight Belnap, September 18, 1914.  Earl thought the first three children were enough, that his parents were too old to have any more children.  Volney was the only one who was glad that there was another baby in the family because he was tired of Mother constantly introducing him as the baby of the family.

Mother was alone with Earl so much after his birth that she taught him the alphabet, etc., so by the time he was three he could read.  Earl attended the local grade schools and then attended high school at the Weber Academy, which was run by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

In the summer Earl worked for his father at the Belnap Lumber Company and on the farm.  Then he was called on a mission to Germany, Austria, Hungary, and Switzerland for three years.

When his mission was completed his father Hyrum decided to meet Earl in Germany and travel around a bit before coming home.  When Mother (Anna) went to the station to see Father (Hyrum) off, he was with Olive Belnap, a daughter by a former marriage, who was going with him.  Mother was quite upset because she had wanted to go because Earl was her son and she wanted to see the country where she was born (Sweden).  They traveled in Sweden and the continent of Europe before coming home.  Earl said he would have stayed in Germany if Father hadn't come for him.

Dad sent Earl up to manage the Preston Lumber Company, which he owned with a brother.  He decided to go back to school and went to the University of Utah.  He couldn't decide whether to take medicine or engineering, but finally decided on medicine.

When World War I started he enlisted in the Navy in the Medical Department.  They were taking the wounded from France to Norfolk, Virginia.  Volney and his wife were sent to take over the Preston Lumber Company when Earl went into the Navy.  Later Father sold the Preston Lumber Company to a party in Salt Lake and Volney came back to Ogden to work with Dad at his lumber company here.

At the University they gave Earl credit for the medical work he did in the Navy aboard the ship.  After the University of Utah, Earl went to Chicago to a medical school there to complete his training.  During summer vacation he was a floorwalker for a large department store named Marshall Field.  They put him in the women's lingerie department.  He wrote me (Jewel) saying, "Do you remember when I sent you for a jar of foundation creme for me?  Imagine me in the lingerie department when I wouldn't even go buy the creme in Ogden."

Mother, Della, and I (Jewel) got to go to his graduation which was held at the Studebaker Theater.  We then went to Independence, Missouri, Carthage, Illinois, Nauvoo, Illinois, on to Denver and then home.

Earl interned at the Grant Hospital in Chicago.  Several of the interns sat down to eat and the nurses and supervisors were looking them over trying to decide which guy to sit by.  Emma Lou Pauschert said she wanted to sit by the guy who was a little heavy and it turned out to be Earl.  They exchanged stories about World War I.  She had been a nurse in Verdun, France, in a hospital just behind the line.  They would exchange the fellows up front and give them a little respite.  They always wanted to dance with the nurses when they came back, but those boots of the men were hard on the nurses' feet.  After the war she came and was a nurse supervisor at the Grant Hospital.

Then we received word from Earl that they were going to get married.  Emma Lou wasn't LDS.  He sent pictures of her.  Earl and Emma Lou were married June 18, 1924, in Chicago.  A doctor there wanted to go to Europe for three months and he asked Earl to take over his practice for him while he was gone.  Earl was glad to do it for the money.

When Earl told her he wanted to practice in Utah, she decided she better check on the Mormon religion and see what it was all about.  She liked what she heard about the Church and studied it.  She surprised us all and was baptized a member of the Church there. All the rest of her life she was very active in the Church, the only member of her family to join.

After establishing residence in Ogden, Utah, they were expecting a baby.  The Church gave approval for them to be married in the temple before the baby was born.  They went to the Salt Lake Temple and his mother, Anna Belnap, went with them to be with her. This baby was a boy born July 23, 1925, in Ogden and was named Bruce Earl Belnap.  When I (Jewel) went to take care of him one day Emma said, "Look at his short legs.  He is going to have short legs like Earl."  But Bruce turned out to be a tall fellow with long legs.

Another child was born to them May 19, 1927, in Ogden, a daughter named Marjorie Ann.  About this time Earl was appointed a doctor for the Southern Pacific Railroad in Montello, Nevada.  Marjorie Ann died when she was just about nine years old March 31, 1936.  We received a telegram in New York City stating she had died.  She had acute pneumonia.  All blood vessels in her body had ruptured.  She was sick for several days, but they couldn't save her.  In April she was buried in the Ogden City Cemetery.  Her parents have since joined her.

Earl died June 29, 1955, in Reno, Nevada.  He had a heart problem.  He was worried about living to be 65.  There was a service in Nevada and also in Ogden for the family here.  He was buried in the Ogden City Cemetery July 5, 1955.

A picture was taken by Bruce E. Belnap at the H. Earl Belnap family home at 346-12th Street, Sparks, Nevada, after Earl's funeral there.  Food was prepared by the Relief Society sisters.  In the picture were: June Beckstead Hancock, Clifton Hancock, Byron K. Belnap, Jewel Belnap Furniss, Marie Beckstead, Doris Beilke Ballou, Emma Lou Belnap, Gladys Belnap Carwin, Emmett Carwin, Della Belnap, Arias G. Belnap, Volney Belnap and Phyllis K. Belnap.

Emma Lou moved to Ogden in 1956 and built up Belnap Circle where she owned two duplexes.  She lived there until she died on July 5, 1968.  She was buried July 9, 1968, next to her husband in the Ogden City Cemetery.

Earl had wanted to live to see his son married and have grandchildren.  Bruce married Phyllis Kearl September 28, 1954, and they had six children.

