I SOMETIMES KNEW AHFEAD

During my life time there have been strong feelings come to me of things
to happen, soretimes called preronitions. Things which were unknown to me at
the tire, tut which did happen.

T
rother and my brothers that I was not going to school in the fall, yes over
and over again. None took my seriously. Mother would say,"I's early now
wait until fall, then you will change your mind and wanl to go", or "why
won't you go Lo school". My only reply was "I don't know, bul I won't be
going. Iate in August on the Z3rd Lhereof in 1900 several of us boys uere
playing in our tack yard at 918, 21lst in Ogden. Someone hallered, "last

one to the tarn is a nigger baby". They all broke ruaninpg east io the barp.
T was in the rear. On the lot west of the barn was an irrigation dilch
about two feet wide over which was a ope inch thick board atout 10 or 12
inchas wide crossing the ditch. Soms used the board, others Jumped it on
the way to the barn., I chose the board stepping hard in the siddle. It so
happened that the bridge was a cross grain board. With ny thrust on the
board it broke in the middle. This sudden snap to the side also twisted my
leg sharply and the leg vone spapped just below the hip socket.

When I fell my first call out was to Mother who was outside near the
rear of the house, "My leg is broken, see I von't be goling to start school
o ,

My recollection is six weeks in bed, then crutches and back to school
on them about October or November, while using crutches.

While I lay on the ground Vother came tried to stand me up, tul each
time I tried to walk I would have fallen had she not been nolding me, Our
old baby buggy was down by the house. Il was used to take we to the house.
The doc%ors, Ezra and Edward Rich were called, ‘'Mother's Journal page 7
item 13

Years later in 1913 I recieved a call on a mission to the Swiss-German
Mission. This was not the havpy experience I had anticipated., I was des~—
perately home sick, the food was not to my liking, the beds were hard, the
feathar tick covering would not stay in the right place, I was cold much
of the nights and the language was difficult and hard to learn. 1 had
suggested to Bishop Edward A. Olsen when asked where I would like to go,
that I go to Great Britian. I got the impression about Vay of 1914 taat I
would not be staying in Gerrany for long. I kept thinking of a transfer
to the British Isles whers I could speak the language and do more good. I
tried bto somewhat leave some such thought in my letters home, A xirdof
jerele Mother had saved all wy letters., This shet I fcund in opns Jetter to
Father, Sure enough I left Gerrany soon after war broke out on August 1,
1914. I thought we were golng home, back to America. Us migsionaries who
had seved less than 20 @r so months when we reached Liverpool, England were
recalled to some place in the U.S.A, My call was to the Southern States
Misaion with headquarters in Chattanooga, Tenn. So once again the premonition
was there but I could not tell exactly what would occure,

Tt was Saturdav. Arril 12, 1943. The Ogden Stake Precidency, High
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Council, Patriarch, and ward Bishoprics were called to an evening meeting at
the Cgden Fourth Ward. Apostles John A, Widisoe and Spenccr W, Kimball
wers there. They announced that the Ogden Slake was to bte divided and thsy
ware present to interview those present as to who would best serve as the
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T was interviewed by Brobther Kimball., Afbter
L

said, "Who is the strongest man for Stake President of ,
T said, "Samuel G. Dye of course". He wrote that down, the sald,

the nexbt stronsest ran, My immediate reply was, "lewrencs H. Bvend,



Bishop of the Ogden Sixth Ward". He wrote that down then sz2id, "Who is
next strongest?". T hesitated., I could not think immediately of someone,
for the thought came that I was the next but should I tell hin? I sepnsed
that he got the thought as I gave him the pame of a third min. He said,
"That will do". The interview ended pleasantly.

Saturday, April 19, 1943 (2 week later) was to be final determinatiocn of
those to be selected. Apostle Widtscoe and Kimball were back to finish
their selection, to be presented before Stake Conference in the morning.

That evening I cleaned up, dressed up, shinned my shoes to lovk my
best. Mabel, my wife said, "Why all the doll up for tonight?". I said,
"Can't tell what may happen", but I knew the presidency would be Dye,
Evans, and Belnap.

Preliminary meeting was held, during which a member of the digh Council
wert about the audience passing out slips of paper. One uas handed to we

which read, "Please meet in room 9 afier meeting".

A1l who had slips met in the room designated. Vhen my turn came I
went to the Stake Presidency office and met with the apostles. After the
greeting and being seated Brother Widtsoe said, "Brother Belpap who would
rake the best president of the Ogden Stake?". 1 sat silent when he spoke,
"T puess that isn't the proper question" tlhen continued "Samuel G. Dye has
been chosen for presiden., He has chosen lawrence H. Evens for his first
counselor and you for second counselor,. What do you say about it?" My
reply was, “"What more is there to say about 1t?", He thapked me and told
m2 1o be at the taberpacle in the morning.

When it was announced that a pew ward was to be organized from positions
of the 4th and 13th Wards and the boundries stated, knowing that we lived
in the new ward area, the thought struck thal I would be bishop of the
ney ward, In fact this was more than a premopition for in 1901 when I was
five years old I had a patriarchial blessing by church patriarch, John
Smith, that if I would be true and faithful I would be called as a common
judge in Israel, Mother explained that tiis ment a bishop.

Years passed by and I thought little zbout it. Iut pow I was faced
with a new question., Had I been true and faithful sufficent to warrant a
call to such a worthyoffice? The days of the week to Fricay came and weni
when questioned if "I'd been asked as bishop, my answer was, "I've heard
nothing, it would seem to me that most likely the proposed bishop rust
have been spoken to by now",.

AL that time I was president of the 8th guorum of Elders. It just so
happened that we had scheduled a quarum dinner party in the ward hall that
night. My counselor, Jay Taggert, and I were in the hall cleaning up,
and setting up tables when Mrs, Eli Holton, wife of the Stake Clery, cames
into the hall. She said that she had a message stating that "Prest=&E,
McKay was on his way by train from Salt ILske and he wanted me to meet him in
the Weber gym stake office at 6:30 p.m.". 8he said that he knew we had
nis party and that he would be very brief. I told her we had dinner at

30 apnd that T could not come but she would not leave, Jay said that 1

etter go, "It may bethat you are wanted for bishop". I replied that

STrat must have been zettled before and if it was ward clerk that I did
not want it and hoped I'd not be asked",

What could I do bu L hurcy howe change my ¢ lothes and me et
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Presidepncy as reqgu Pragéert i, McKay wa sted no time. He
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aubhiorised Lo sustain Arias G, Beluip as bishop ol the newly Lo

ed ward in your stake., You will see that he is worthy a
J
requirerents of the calling™.
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President Mekay asked, "What do you say?". I said, "I dare not




refuse", "Okay", said the Presidenj "select your counselors and we will see
vou Sunday at 1:00 p.m, at the home of' Bishop H.E Lund and we will present
you for sustaing at the meeting already appointed at 2:00 a.m, Sunday in the
13th Ward chapel®., At 1:45 p.m. Newell W, Picketi, and Harold B. Fowiz were
interviewed at the 13th Ward for counsalors. J, Benpett Moore, who was
working in Salt Iake City, arrived after the meeting started, was invited
into a room and intervieswed as Ward Clerk. We were all sustained during

the meeting,

Iate in 1971 and early 1972 I knew that something was going to happen
that we should get our affairs in order, This we did. OShorthly after
Vama passed away whereas [ had thought that it was to be re, :

Arias G, Belnap, 1972




