CANADIAN TEMPLE EXPERIENCE 1931

Tn 2 letter to Andrew Roghoar, a Netherlands missiopary whose father had
recently passed away.

It has been a long time since I sent you my last greeting, It is rarely
possible for me to get an evening at home apd it is in the evenings that I 1lik
to write best and when I have the rost time. So tonight when I should be with
the Sunday School officers and teachers on a watermelon bust, I have hid to the
office and giving you my tive and attention.

On the twelth of July I called at your home to see your father for I
wanted to see how he was and to sce him before I went on an extended vacation,
For I was not sure that after being away for three to four weeks that it would
be possible for me to return and see him alive again. It seemed to me then
that he was very ill, the end did not seem so soon. ’

Three days later, my wife, Balph, Della and Gladys left for Yellowstone
Park., Alter spending four pleasant days there we left for Great Falls, liontana,
and from there to Glacier National Park. Our next stop was at the temple in
Cardston, Canada., We had headed for the temple knowing that on the 21st, 22nd,
and 23rd of July the Saints and Missionaries of the North Western States
Mission would gather there., These people travel in Caravan, by auto Caravan,
from all over the states of Oregon, Washington, Idaho and British Columbia for
the purpose of doing tempie work. Some use thelr own cars, some pile in with
those who have cars, others try it in newly purchassd used cars. And somene
“has said that only the pionesrs could know what nerve it takes to travel a
thousand and rore miles in a worn out used car, Apd still some of the Mission-
aries dtart from their fields of labor miles away and two weeks or so ahead of
the caravan and walk, tracting as they go to the temple.

We arrived ahead of many of the caravan people by getting to Cardston on
the morning of the 2lst, found a tourist cabin with ope room, and one bed and
the five of us bunked on the bed and the floor for the three days. On the
afternoon of the first day there I went to the temple to leave my names so they
would be ready when we entered for temple work. When I handed my recomrend to
the doorkeeper he said, "You are Mr. Eelnap". And added "The stenographer
wants to see you". I wondered, "What can the stenographer wanpt of me, surely
no one here knows me or that I was coming". But I went to the young lady and
asked if she was looking for me. She said that the telegraph office was look-
irg for me. You may rest assured that I wasted no time in finding the tele-
graph office; nothing could have happened T thought to cause anyone to want me,
cave an accident to one of the children we had left at home or a sudden pass-
ing of your father. And so I reasonsd as I trermbled in the office. Instead of
it beinz one of these the telegram read something like this; "Had a bad fire
today. Fire started in Japanese shads west of our yard., Burned both our
yard and Smoot's out completely nothing is left except our office, Just as well
finish your vacation. If you can [ind a job for two then send for me. Signed
Ven'.

1t vas certainly a relief Lo know that none of the things I had thought
had happened bul it was surely a bombshell to our party. None of us knew just
what Lo do. So we drove thirty five miles out of Waterkown lakes in Canada to
soe these Leaubiful lakes and rugged mountain peaks, while trying to clear our
brains,

ijc decided to stay for the Curavan and then leave for Spokane, Washington
ant instead of golng over to Seattle and the other pluces of interesc
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us cxclidely that Brolher Iuke Roghaar had y that moraing.

In talking with your mother that evening just a few minutes after arriving

howpa, T conldn’t help tut recall, that twa weeks ago I had left home on what



was to have been a wonderful journsy, but had had it rudely broken into bytthe
news that all my investment and savin.s of the past few years had been wiped
avay, and that I stood today without employment, without ready mopey on hand
with which to feed my family and winter about to close in upon us. And while
it had seemed that the world had closed in about me, yet my sorrow was not to
compare with hers and that I was glad and thankful that God had only taken
earthly possessions from me. Whereas he had taken from her a wonderful hus-—
band and father.

Ch how glad I was that it had come about that I should arrive in time to
assist in the arranging of a service in his memory, for there is no man's
service T should like to attended more than your father's, Few men in all my
acquaintance have been more faithful, loyal, devoted, humble and perserving
than your father and more deserving of respect and honor than he. And so,
while it was a misfortune to me that brought our party home, it was a greater .
misfortune to lrose such an earnest dependable worker,

Well do I recall on that Sunday visit, the last that I had with him, his
anrxiety for you, He was asked if he wanted you to return homeand we (the
Bishovric being all precent) thought that there might be some who would want
you to return, but your father held them off by saying, "Yes, I would like to
see Andrew, it would be a pleasant meeting, but after that, what good could
it'do . He couldn't help me and after the first few days he would be left to
find his way amoung the army of the unemployed. Conditions are not good here
and if he were alone, something worse might happen to him than can happen to me.
No, under no circumstance is he to come home, I want him to do his duty and to
stsy there until the Lord wants him to return. He's doing good where he is and
I want him to do good and be good, living a clean honorable life, etc,”

And I thought of a conversation you and I had in the rear end of the re-
creation hall in its unfinished condition and you promised me that you would
go into the field, get the spirit of calling, and live an honorable life being
a credit to your family and the church,

After receiving the fire nesws at Cardston, I kneeled that night before God
and asked him what we should do. Should we go hompat once or should we re-
main to the Caravan sessions in the temple? And if we stayed, would God give
us assurance that we were doing the right thing and take from us the sorrow
of our souls so we could stay, attend the sessions and have our testimonies
greatly strengthened. Cause that as we slept throught the night that in-
spiration would come so we would know what was the best for us. In the morn-
ing we arose and without further discussing I said, "I have been awake much
of the night and T have been thing what we should do, It seews to me that
the proper thing for us to do is to stay here duripg all the sessiops of the
Caravan for that is what we came for. Then leave here the day aftexggbokane,
get our mail there, do what we planned there and instead of spending more
money, we had better go home and prepare for winter"., FEveryone agreed to it
readily even though we disliked missing part of our trip.

And I want to tell you, that from that time on until we left Cardston none
of us thought of the happenings at homs, but that we found in the spiritual

food given there far mors thap we had expected and enough to keep us entirely

ouvzupied,

The Caravan used two sessiops daily of the four scheduled, It is now
eleven o'clock and for tryinz to thipk clearly I can hardly make this old
rachine behave, so forget t pegraphical errors and get the main drift. The
first one is at nine in the worning and the other is at five in the afternocn.
: sion begins with a devotional service in the assembly room before dress-
by terdo ol % : ¢ bhe harste ab wine in ing oame

R FOAS EANES SN Sromt Tiva and Liers ows o soayed unbil ops in
Lhe roraing the first night and the second night we cuire oub at three in lhe
rorning. Now ii you were Lo stay out that way you would surely be taken to
task ratherly snarply.
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Tn the fivrcs s~osion President Woods of the temple saild, "I there are any




here who have a desire to recieve a gift and then have desire it in faith and
have prayed over it, and if they have faith for it I am convinced as I see
these caravans pass through here, that these gifts will be given. And so I
say to you, that if you desire a gift and will pray for it earnestly here,
that you need not go avay without getting it". That thought held with me all
through the temple session but it was taken off me by thinking of a man about
ry age who was going through for the first time. This man was from Sandpoint,
Idaho, was dressing in the same dressing room with me (there is room for two
in the private dressing rooms in this temple) and he was suffering with
neuritis in one leg. He confided in me that he had prayed all the way to the
temple, that he might be rid of this trouble, All the way to the temple he
had to grit his teeth for the pain was so severe he could hardly drive the
car. Each session in the temple the pain would leave him, but returned just
before going down to dress, and at some periods in the temple the pain was
severe, tut in the main one the pain left.

We came to the last session or rather devotional session and it was here
that two instances happened that repaid me and our party for staying to the
temole., I can't tell you all the details for it would be too long. President
Woods repeated the statement as I recalled it above, a couple of times during
this service. At the beginning of the service a woman crippled badly was led
into the terple from the prayer rooms of the presidency of the temple, along
with the workers who attended the devotional services, I kept watching her
all through the service and feeling sorry for her., There vwere sixty six
missionaries present, and sixteen of them were called before the assembly by
Migsion President Sloan and released. Fach spoke briefly and 8gdly in the
min to think of leaving, but gratefully that they had come into the field and
had been watched over by the mission father and mother, and for the opportun-
ity of service in the field.

President Woods took the floor and said that a large number of local
people had desired to attend the last session of the caravan but that many had
to be turned away. But the fame of the caravan sessions was spreading and
many wanted to come for they felt that they could be healed or they had had
to restrict it to the Caravan, but this sister who was crippled had desired
to come and some other sister he called by name who had been bedridden and
he called for her. And for fully five minutes he stood silently waiting while
two hretheren went into the corridor and got a young woman (perhaps 35 years
of age) and carried her into the service, right up in front where the workers
were seated at the side of the pulpit. She was a very thin woman, her limbs
hanging pitifully. It seemed she had little control of them and she had
wasted away until her arms apd limbs that were visible to the knee, could
not have been more than the tare skin and bone. She was seated and the
session went on. President Voods said that today he had recieved the most
direct revelation that he had yet recieved while doing work in the temple
and that he wanted Grandma Newlin from Tacoma, Washington to come to the
stend, Grandma Newlin, a woman of about 60 wenl to the stapnd. And this is
his story as 1 remember it, "I'have ask:d Grandma Newlin to come forwarc for
I want her to hear what I am going to say and to let you know what took place
here today. UBesides Grandma, there are others who can tell whether I am
telling the truth or not. This morning in the sezling roor Grandma Newlin was
on one side of the alter and a companion acling proxy for her dead husbaund
was on the other side of the alter with hands joined across the alter. There
wers three young men and Jadies on the other sides of the alter acling as
proxies for the dead children. And as we were about to preform the ceremony
that would seal the dead children to their parents, T said, 'Grandma, are
these all your children! and she said 'these are all my children'. I said,
"Grandra, are you sure these are all the children you ha e'? And again she
told mz it wags, This time the girl that I saw spoke to me and sald, 'T am

i : itart, So T 2aid to Crandwa (Grandma was the pame by
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child that disd twalve days old'. I said, 'What was
its name', and she pave tha pame . 5o the name Agnes was written
doun on the sheet (no nume appearing there for the child) another girl was

introducaed at the alter as vroxy for Agnes and the work was done [or her,
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And this good sister, (Grandma Newlin) who has come all the way from Tacoma,
but who had forgotten the death of her infant child partly due to her old age,
vas a:le to accomplish the work in full that she had come here to do. Which
except for the demand of the girl appearing to me, would not have been done".
Then addressing himself directly to Grandma he said, "Am I right Grandma".
And she nodded her head and sald smilingly, "Yes".

President Woo s repeated what I bave said about the recieveing of the gifts
pecple had core for. He said, "I firmly believe I can say that the spirit of
healing is in our midst today, and that these sisters (who he called by name
but which I can't recall now) shall walk with lighter step tomorrow, and will
arise in the morningfeeling refreshed and not tired and worn out as they have
done in the past®. Other things happened and the session was closed and the
breathern remained to be ordained Elders for the dead.

These sisters remained in the assembly room and as the ordaining proceeded,
01l was sent for and President Woods and his Counselor Brother Jacobs laid
hands on the head of the sister who had been carried into the temple. Vhile
T was too far away to hear what was being said for there was some noise with
people moving about in the corridor, I could feel the spirit and I looked
over and saw this young man who was dressing with pe standing directly beside
them, I bowed my head but felt to look up and as I did so, I felt with full
confidence that when the hands were taken off her head she would be able to
walk. I bowed my head and the strangest feeling I have yel had came over me,
and awed me and I said to myself as the spirit seemed to whisper to me, that
that girl will walk, and I raised ry eyes again and looked and felt stronger
than ever that she would walk for it seemed to fairly say to me, watch her
walk, and as I looked at her the hands of President Woods, (who sealed the
annointing) were not down at his side when that girl sprang to her feet.
The two bretheren who had carried her in were there to assist her and they
put forth their hands to catch her bul she took her hands and brushed them
aside and started out past them, and in a brisk walk with tears streaming
down her face she left the temple. President Woods stepped over where he
could see her as she walked out of the temple and he said, "Isn't that wonder-
ful. That young lady has not been out of her bed for six months and ths
doctors said they feared she would never walk again. This morning she -called
me to the house and she called the doctor and_he QEE/%P@ﬁﬁB were there to-
gether. She told him she wanted to go to the Goritd a8 "tn her condition
it mwight do her barm. But the girl insisted that she be permitted to come.
So the doctor gave his consent but said that if she went that she would have
4o release him from all responsibility for he would not. be responsible for
anything that might happen to her. And here you see her walking out of the
temple practically healed"., For fifteen minutes after this T was awed by
the spirib that clung over me and the others were in the same condition for
there were fully thirty other brethren who can bear you testimony that I do
not lie, but have told you an incident exactly as it happened. The neus
spread rapidly through the temple and when I saw my wife there a little
further in the temple, she said, "Do you know that woman that was carried
into the temple?" To which I replied that I did and she said, "They
administered to her and she walked out of the temple™. And I said to her,
"I know it, for I saw her get up and walk out of the temple"”.

Then came the further lesson and ope that the master taught. For when
we went to our rooms that next morning (at 3 a.m,) the young man from
Sandpoint, named Dieter, he asked me if I saw that girl walk from the temple
and I told him I did, and that I had seen him standing close by. Then he
told me a story about his leg and how he wanted to get healed and that he had
bean in the temple these two days and had not recieved his blessing. And
that he had heard President Wocds tell of the gift again and knowing that he

hud carvnestly oeavaed Tor hesaling and that the Prasident had said that the
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o et 1b. It now ohat Presideat Moods had said Lhat tine spirit of heal-
ing was in our midsht, Brother Dieter said to me, "T looked over at that
young woran who had bezpn carried in and I felt sorry for her. And I said to
yoolf, 'Wou'lre nob so bad off after all look at that woman - helpless!, 5o

cured out wy soul to God and I said, *Oh, God you know how I have wanted
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to te healed of Neuritis and that I have come here to recieve this blsssing
and that I have heard your servant say that those who disired a special
blessing and had worked for it should recieve it. But Father, when T lock
at others in their condition my heart is moved and so I pray unuo you now,
not to give unto me the blessing I have cried unto you for, but give unco
that helpless woman over there the blessing I would that you give to e,
For I can go on in my condition, whereas she cannot, so give her my blessiag
if it is to be given to anyons at all'., 4Anpd oh how my leg did ache, apnd it
ached so that I could hardly stay in the service. Bat just as soon as that
young woman got up and walked out of the termple, the palP in ny leg lef't ne
and from that hour (6:30 p.m.) I haven't felt one bit of pain. And up in
the celestial room where we sat on the floor, crowded and with legs bent
under me for nearly three hours not one bit of pain did I have. And this
is something that I have besen unable to do for years. So I feel that nmy
first lesson was to evercoms my selfishness that I recieved my blessing,
that I recieved my blessing, and not until then did I get the blessing 1
had come for",

We parted that night with the wonderful thought of the cavier - Deny
Thyself. And in the denial of self and the over coming comes the great-
est blessings of all.

You will permit me now to say good-night. And kecause of my faith in
you and the desire you encourage you with increased faith I have written

after this manner. So peace be with you, Andrew.

Good-night.
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Arias G. pelﬂap, 2 .)eﬂy-3} 1931




